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The meeting was held January 17, 2020 at 7:00 pm at the home of Kim and James Kinzler.
Attendees were:  Kim and James Kinzler, Ralph and Brenda Faxel, Scott Allen, Joe and Jeanette Schwarz, Anya Ezhevskaya and Kathy and Bill Dixon. 
The meeting was opened with prayer.
Earth Day Celebration [Sun., April 19th (worship and program) & Sat., April 25th (concert and program)

Plans for the Earth Day celebration are shaping up:
· Worship service on Sunday, April 19th:
· Ralph will talk to Pastor Keith about preaching a sermon on environmental stewardship.
· We will plan on giving a Minute for Ministry.  Anya volunteered to put together a skit.  The Minute for Ministry should promote the Little Grouse program after worship and the concert and program on Saturday.
· Program after worship on Sunday, April 19th:
· We will show the ‘Little Grouse on the Prairie’ film.
· Phyllis has secured the speaker, Sandy Parker, who oversaw the Attwater Prairie Chicken program at NASA.
· There will be a light potluck lunch.  We will ask people to bring vegetarian finger foods or cookies.
· The program will be in Bouton Hall.
· Brenda volunteered to look into planning an activity for the children during the time when the speaker is giving her presentation.  Any children’s activities would need to be coordinated with Julie Stonebarger.
· Tree planting activity:
· Anya is looking into the possibility of having a tree-planting activity after the Little Grouse program.  She has contacted the City of Webster to ask if there are any locations near the church where we could assist the City by planting trees.  She is waiting for a return call.  Alternatively, we could coordinate with the garden committee and maintenance committee to plant trees on the campus, provided the budget allows for the purchase of trees.
· Concert and program on Saturday, April 25th:
· The concert by the Galveston Community Band will begin at 2:00 pm in the sanctuary.
· Diane Kane’s Galloway students will present the creation story from different faith perspectives. 
· Eco-activities during the week from Monday, April 20th through Friday, April 24th: 
· Anya has some ideas for zero waste actions that she will share at the next meeting.
· Yard signs:
· The session approved the selling of 50 yard signs at cost (rounded up to the nearest dollar) to members of the church.  Anya will ask India for assistance in designing the signs.  We would probably sell the signs in March.
· Scott mentioned that India has an idea for crocheted tree wraps to be put on the campus trees for Earth Day Sunday.
· Kim volunteered to prepare promotional write-ups for the newsletter, bulletin and Constant Contact.

Earth Care Recertification
Jeanette submitted the online re-certification application.  Applicants are invited to send in photos as well, so if anyone has photos of Earth Care events from 2019, please send them to Jeanette and she will send them on. 
Basket for Health and Well Being Committee
The team decided that the main item in the basket will be a family membership to Armand Bayou Nature Center, which costs $75.  Brenda will take care of getting the membership.  The other team members are each asked to donate $5 to the cost of the membership.  The team members are also invited to each bring a small Earth Care-related item for the basket.  A couple of ideas that were mentioned are seed packets and fold-out guides, such as a bird guide.  We will assemble the basket at our next meeting on February 10th.
Wild & Scenic Film Festival on January 28th and 29th at the River Oaks Theatre
The group is interested in going to the festival on Tuesday, January 28th.  The event is put on by the Citizens Environmental Coalition.  Tickets can be purchased online at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/wild-scenic-film-festival-on-tour-january-28-29-2020-7-pm-9-pm-each-night-tickets-70043920251?ref=ecount.
Kathy is willing to drive the van to take those that are interested.
Butterfly Garden – Boy Scout Activity – Plant Labels
Anya said that the most likely date for the Boy Scout activity would be either Tuesday, March 24th or Tuesday, April 7th.  She expects that there will be 10 to 15 scouts attending.  

The group would like to go ahead with the plan to purchase plant labels for the butterfly garden.  We are looking at the 2”x 4” size from myplantlabel.com.  Jeanette will get with Phyllis to see about arrangements for ordering the labels.  Kim suggested that it would be nice to have one of the labels be a Bible verse.

T-Shirt Bags and Re-Usable Grocery Bags
Scott reported that India is still interested in upcycling used T-shirts into bags.  It was mentioned that it would be nice to have these bags at the Sharing Table for people to take home the items that they pick up.
The group agreed that we will not purchase re-usable grocery bags this year.
Armand Bayou Bird Count Outing
We may want to do another bird count at Armand Bayou as a group.

Regular Schedule for Earth Care Meetings
We briefly discussed the idea of having the Earth Care meetings on the same day each month (such as the second Friday of the month) to make planning easier for everyone.  The general consensus was that it would be better to continue scheduling the meetings month by month.
Earth Care Congregations Network
The Presbyterians for Earth Care is sponsoring a webinar concerning a Presbytery wide Earth Care effort.  The webinar will be held on February 12 at 11:00 CST.  The Presbytery of New Covenant has already started this type of group, but we will be interested to see what other presbyteries have done and how they are organized.
Presbyterians for Earth Care
Debbie gathered some information on Presbyterians for Earth Care prior to the meeting.  It is a national eco-justice network, “connecting, equipping, inspiring” Presbyterians to make creation care a central concern of the church.  The website  https://presbyearthcare.org/ contains a number of good resources.  There are several levels of membership.  First time membership for an individual is $25 per year and for a congregation is $75 per year.  The team did not wish to take steps for WPC to join at this time, but this is something that we could re-visit.
Bottle Cap Art Project
Anya talked to Tommy at the City of Webster and sent him information on the art installation project. She is waiting to hear back to see if the City will give us permission to install the project.
IPad Bulletins
People can currently download the worship bulletin on their Ipads or phones and read the bulletin from their device rather than using a paper copy.  Bill will prepare an article for the newsletter describing how to do this, as people may not be generally aware of the option.  
The group would like to set a goal of reducing paper usage by 10%.  Anya volunteered to give a Minute for Ministry on this topic in March.
Electrical Box Decoration
The City of Webster requires written approval of the design from Frontier Communications, who owns the box.  Joe is waiting to hear back from the Frontier contact.  
Additional Notes
Anya reported that our Presbytery will be co-sponsoring a reforestation overture for consideration by PCUSA.  This is an effort to offset the carbon emissions from air travel.  Air travel expenses for anyone who travels for PCUSA would include money to help fund reforestation in the countries to which they are traveling. 


Next Meeting
The next meeting was scheduled for Monday, February 10th at 7:00 pm at Anya’s house.  Anya’s address is: 18202 Point Lookout Drive in Houston.   This meeting will include assembling the Earth Care basket.
The meeting was closed with prayer.

Schedules
The schedules for Sharing Table & Coffee Mugs, Recycling and Watering are as follows:
Sharing Table & Coffee Mugs and Recycling
· January – Joe and Jeanette
· February – Kim 
· March – Kathy and Bill Dixon
· April – Anya (We will not have the Sharing Table in April.)
· May – Cathy Black

Watering
· Week 1 – Kim  (Kathy is backup.)  (Note that Week 1 begins with the first Sunday of the month.)
· Week 2 – Jean (Debbie is backup)
· Week 3 – The Faxels (Melissa is backup)
· Week 4 – The Schwarzs (Phyllis is backup)
· Week 5 – The Allens (Anya is backup)

