2019 Annual Report of the WPC Earth Care Team
[bookmark: _GoBack]WPC was re-certified as an Earth Care Congregation in April 2019 for its environmental stewardship efforts in the areas of worship, education, facilities and outreach.  This marked our third year as a certified Earth Care Congregation.
The Earth Care Team meets monthly to plan ways for our church to celebrate God’s creation, provide information on environmental stewardship, and implement practices that will help us use resources more carefully.  The active members of the WPC Earth Care Team are:  India and Scott Allen, Cathy Black, Kathy and Bill Dixon, Anya Ezhevskaya, Ralph and Brenda Faxel, Melisa Ferguson, Kim Kinzler, Phyllis Koenig, Debbie Masden, Joe and Jeanette Schwarz, and Jean Zophy.  In 2019 our work included:
· Planning three outings for the congregation: participation in the Great Backyard Bird Count at Armand Bayou Nature Center in February, an all-church camping trip to Stephen F. Austin State Park in April, and a kayaking event from Bay Area Park in November.  These events were fun for all ages, and provided a way for us to enjoy nature together in some unique and beautiful areas close to home.
· Planning the Earth Day celebration held on April 28th.  The theme of the celebration was ‘Protect Our Species’, and included a worship service incorporating environmental stewardship themes and slides of endangered and threatened species, a program after the service featuring a guest speaker, Matt Fendley, who spoke on conservation efforts for the purple martin, a vegetarian lunch, special activities for the children, and a bottle-cap art project for all ages. 
· Initiating collaboration efforts with other Earth Care congregations.  Members of our team were instrumental in starting the Earth Care Congregations Network this year.  The network provides a forum for sharing ideas, promoting the Earth Care mission, and assisting congregations that are interested in becoming certified.  Members from Webster, The Woodlands, St. Philips, Clear Lake, Servant Savior, and Atascocita Presbyterian Churches have participated in this group.  The network met three times in 2019 and had tables at the Presbyterian meetings in March and November.  
· Maintaining the Monarch Waystation garden and rain barrels.  The garden provides milkweeds, nectar sources and shelter needed to sustain monarch butterflies as they migrate through North America. The rain barrels capture rainwater for use in watering the Waystation garden and other landscaping.
· Collecting donated Christmas decorations for the Gifts of Joy families;
· Maintaining the coffee mugs for the Late Risers’ breakfasts.  The use of these mugs reduces the purchase of single-use cups and helps to reduce Styrofoam waste in the environment.
· Collecting paper from the office and Sanctuary as well as cans, plastics, glass, paper, and plastic bags from the kitchens for recycle; and
· Providing the Sharing Table each month and taking leftover items to the ICM resale shop.
We appreciate the congregation’s support for these activities and the many efforts of our church to be good stewards of God’s creation.  Two additional highlights this year were the replacement of the lights in the sanctuary with LED lighting and Pastor Keith’s excellent series of sermons in September on environmental stewardship. 

We look forward to another successful year.  2020 marks the 50th anniversary of Earth Day, and with that in mind we are planning several activities for the week of April 19th, beginning with the worship service and a special program on Sunday, and concluding with a concert and creation story program on Saturday, April 25th.  In the spring, we will be conducting an outreach project focusing on the Monarch Waystation.  We plan to invite a local Boy Scout troop to our church to learn about monarchs and create their own mini butterfly gardens to take home.   Other plans in the works include an art wall project, beautifying the electrical box on the church campus, and developing an electronic bulletin to reduce paper usage.
