2017 Worship, Arts, and Music Committee Annual Report

It has been an eventful year for the Worship, Arts, and Music Committee!

In worship services this year, we again made use of a thematic approach to the church year, covering such topics as The Lord's Prayer, Flunking Sainthood, a study of 1 Timothy on our life together or what it means to be  the church, God in Nature, a series on the Tangible Kingdom  or how we can make the Kingdom of God real in our world, and closing the year with an Advert series on peace.   Throughout the year, Pastors Keith and Helen continued to encourage us to engage in spiritual disciplines and practices, individually, and in community with others. Working with Family Ministries, we also established  a Pray-Ground area in the front of the sanctuary for infants and toddlers and their families which has been appreciated and enjoyed by many and sends a positive message about children in worship.    

One of the goals of the WAM team is to increase lay leadership in worship service.  2017 saw the continued and increased involvement of the Board of Deacons in the worship services such as assisting in the ministry of anointing and blessing in the Service of Healing and Wholeness and in the Renewal of Baptismal Vows, and in serving communion, including home communions for some of our homebound members..  Our Bible by Heart storytellers added to the worship experience, with a Pentecost telling on Pentecost Sunday,  Towards the end of the year, members of the WAM team have offered the charge and blessing at the end of worship.  We plan to continue this in 2018 and allow more to share in this experience.

All of us were affected by Hurricane Harvey at the end of August.  As we know, the process of recovery is ongoing and requires time and energy.  Acknowledging the work  many of our staff and congregation were involved (and still are) in recovery efforts, the worship time was changed to one service at 10:00 a.m. The WAM team has been receiving feedback from the congregation and is currently evaluating this change and will be reporting back to Session.    

Some of our special events this year included having several guest preachers.  We welcomed the Rev. Rob Weingartner of the Outreach Foundation on World Communion Sunday in October and welcomed the Rev. Dan Walker, a clergy member of our Presbytery who worships at WPC,  into the pulpit in August 2017.  Other special services included a service of Wholeness and Healing during the season of Lent.  On Alll Saints Day, we had prayer / candle stations set up in the back of the sanctuary to provide people with the opportunity to tangibly remember loved ones through the act of lighting a candle in a loved one's memory.  This practice was well received by those who participated.  Other special services included our Lunar Communion service, a Kirkin' of the Tartans / Reformation Day service which included a Japanese heritage art display.    WPC also hosted the Presbyterian Women (PW) Spring Gathering with Pastor Helen leading the service and a number of WPC members assisting with the service.  

Glenn and Geri Foster coordinated musical events throughout the year.  We are blessed by their talents, as well as those of our singers and instrumentalists who share their gifts with us.  The holy seasons of the years were augmented by the musical contributions to worship, including "The Followers of the Lamb" presented during Lent and "Christmas Cantata - The Incarnation" during Advent.   The WAM Team also sponsored a hymn writing contest.  Al Manson wrote the winning hymn text, "The Table Is For Everyone" which was presented and sung in our worship service on World Communion Sunday on October 1.

Continuing where we left off in 2016, we are committed to growing the Visual Arts Ministry with a series of 4 scheduled art showings per year, accompanying ARTTalks to encourage dialog between artists and viewers, and now ARTDos (these were new for 2017).  The biggest event for 2017 was the FlyMeToTheMoonArt quilt journey which we hosted throughout the summer.  The art show was viewed by over 400 people, during an elegant opening reception, multiple docent-led tours,  and a final Block Party with an art camp for children and a quilting bee.  Visual Arts Ministry is growing at WPC, evidenced by the number of people attending the accompanying ARTtalks and by the number of artists eager to be included in this ministry.  Both numbers are increasing.

Without the dedication, commitment, and faithful service of our pastoral staff, church staff, and many, many wonderful folks -- from the ushers and counters, the deacons who prepare the communion elements, and the elders and deacons who assist in serving communion --  who give of time and talents to Webster Presbyterian Church, none of what has been written would have taken place.  For this, we are blessed and grateful  beyond measure.   Thanks be to God!

In Christ's service,

Mary Lawrence
Elder, Worship Chair
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