2016 Worship, Arts, and Music Committee Annual Report

One thing that has changed from last year is that our committee now has a new name!  The committee formerly known as the Worship and Music Committee added "Arts" to its name to reflect our commitment to the arts in worship and the addition of our biggest initiative of the year, but more about that later!

Glenn and Geri Foster coordinated musical events throughout the year.  We are blessed by their talents, as well as those of our singers and instrumentalists in our congregation.  The holy seasons of the years were augmented by the musical contributions to worship.  One special event was the world debut of the anthem, "God of Grace and Glory" by Joseph Martin on April 10, 2016 at the 11:15 am service.  This anthem was commissioned by WPC to commemorate the life and ministry of Virginia and Kenneth Jones.  It was a special and uplifting service.  Another special "music" day was on June 12, 2016 with a reception for James Kidwell, who retired after 20 years as the bell choir director.  How fortunate we are that so many are willing to share their musical gifts to the glory of God!

In worship services this year, we made use of a thematic approach to the church year, covering such sermon themes as the Role of the Bible in Christian formation (season of Epiphany); Sin (season of Lent); Who is Jesus? (season of Easter); the Sermon on the Mount; Genesis and Creation; and Hope is a Verb (season of Advent).  During the year, Pastor Keith began providing weekly supplemental notes to the sermons to further our understanding and to encourage us to engage in spiritual disciplines and practices, individually, and in community.  This year also saw the increased involvement of the Board of Deacons  in the worship services from leading the prayers of the people to assisting in the ministry of anointing and blessing in the Service of Healing and Wholeness during Lent and the Rededication of Baptismal Vows in September.  Our Bible by Heart storytellers added to the worship experience,  with several "tellings" of scripture throughout the year. 

Some of our special events this year included having several guest preachers.  We welcomed the Rev. Mike Cole to the pulpit on February 7th and again on November 13th when he preached on Consecration Sunday.  One of our own, Kevin Snowden, preached on May 1, 2016.  On May 15, 2016 (Pentecost), the Rev. Dr. Tom Currie preached and led two workshops.  During the season of Lent, we had a Service of Wholeness and Healing.  Our Lunar Communion service and fellowship was celebrated on July 17th.  In September, those who had participated in the friendship trip to Ayaviri, Peru earlier in the year led a worship service.  There was also a Rededication of  Baptismal Vows service on September 25th and a very festive Kirkin' of the Tartans / Reformation Day service on October 30th, complete with bagpiper (no torrential downpours this year!).
 
The gift of the Creator is that we, too, can create.  One of our "moonshots" from our WAM Retreat earlier in the year was how to better incorporate the artistic expression part of WPC's vision statement into the context of worship.  One way was with the inclusion of art into the bulletin every Sunday.  But the big "moonshot" that simply skyrocketed was  the art exhibitions that we now show in the sanctuary (and narthex).  Debra Kendrick-Writer and Diane Kane have spearheaded this endeavor of making WPC a hub of religious-themed art.  The first "show" was in September with twenty-nine pieces of art from thirteen local artists reflecting their representations of the Genesis stories.  Our Advent exhibition was "An Abundance of Hope" to coincide with our Advent theme.  The latest display is "Sinners All...Lead Us Not Into Temptation" which will be shown through April 9th.   WAM also started hosting public ARTalk events, providing an opportunity to meet the artists and for the artists to share the background stories for their works, as well as to encourage dialogue between the artists and the public.  Much work and effort has gone into making this a success and it is encouraging to see people before and after worship, not only looking at the art work, but talking with others about it and sharing their insights.  

Without the dedication, commitment, and faithful service of our pastoral staff, church staff, and many, many wonderful folks who give of time and talents to Webster Presbyterian Church, none of what has been written would have taken place.  For this, we are blessed and grateful  beyond measure.   Thanks be to God!

In Christ's service,

Mary Lawrence
Ruling Elder, Worship

WAM Committee Members:  India Allen, Pat Brackett, Jeannette Booher, Helen DeLeon, Patty Eng, Judy Ford, Geri Foster, Glenn Foster, Diane Kane, Mary Lawrence, Keith Uffman
