The Presbytery of New Covenant has partnered with the Presbyterian Foundation in order to push forward an Energy Study campaign aimed at empowering select congregations to save 20-30% of their energy footprint, through good stewardship, solar, and other energy management strategies (Genesis 1).  According to the EPA 30% of the energy we use is wasted, which means that energy can be recaptured through no-cost means (good stewardship). The partnered firm and pseudo non profit, LIT, will provide the energy study with the goal of empowering the congregation to make smart and empowered decisions.  The energy study includes an in-depth look at the following items…
 
HVAC
Lighting
Building Envelope
Controls/thermostats
Water
Utilities
Incentives and rebates
Behavior
Financing
Solar and wind
Energy Purchasing & more.
 
This firm has performed over 3,000 audits and is a pseudo nonprofit firm, partnered with the Presbyterian Foundation, and completely focused on working with churches to promote sustainability and empower Holistic Missions.
 
The normal fee of $4,000-5,000 will be reduced to approximately $2,000 (underwritten by the Presbyterian Foundation and LIT) if Webster agrees to serve as one of three “pilot studies” for our presbytery.  Preparation for the study on the part of Webster is relatively easy – provide 12 months of energy bills and allow Colby May, the person from LIT conducting the study to have access to the buildings WITH someone knowledgeable of the facilities and the HVAC system.
 
The study produced will be similar to the one attached (Woodlands Community Presbyterian Church).   Within the study will be recommendations that can be accomplished at no or low cost as well as projects that would take longer to recover expenses.    There is no obligation of Webster to follow the advice and guidance of the study.   The only obligation of Webster would be to allow the presbytery, LIT and the Presbyterian Foundation to publish the study for review by other congregations and presbyteries.  If you want to get the main points of the study, read the Executive Summary – pages 3-4.
 
Mike Cole
General Presbyter
Presbytery of New Covenant

