2015 Worship and Music Committee Annual Report, submitted by Diane Kane

You will remember that we met our new Head of Staff, Rev. Dr. Keith Uffman on December 18th 2014.    This year our goal has been to try some new things, polish up the traditions, and give people reasons to come to church (and bring a friend).    Webster Presbyterian Church has embraced the vision statement through openness to spiritual inquiry, civility of discourse, scientific ideas, and artistic expression.
[bookmark: _GoBack]As usual, Glenn and Geri Foster coordinated musical ‘events’ throughout the year that were uplifting and inspiring,  drawing on the considerable talents of singers, and instrumentalists in the congregation. 
Some of our ‘special events’ this year included:

February 1-  Keith’s first Sunday with us

July 19—Lunar Communion service and fellowship event  A celebration of WPC’s involvement in NASA’s past, present, and future endeavors

August 30  Rev Dr. Carl Parsons leads a weekend of study, 4:00 pm Keith’s installation service

September 13—visit by Erin Padgett, Wycliff  Bible translator, and blessing her work by laying on of hands 
September 27—Rededication Sunday  Members were invited to renew their baptismal vows and reestablish their covenant with God.

October 4-World Communion Sunday, worship was enhanced by liturgical dancing  “We Come to the Feast”
October 25—Reformation Sunday/Kirkin of the Tartans Service Unfortunately our guest pastor was unable to be here due to torrential rains, but we made the most of the day with a guest bagpiper and the unveiling of the WPC Tartan.  

November 15—Consecration Sunday, worship was led by former pastor Rev. Dr. John Musgrave  

The year was capped off  the grandest, happiest, most spirit-filled Advent season this church had ever seen.  This was accomplished through active involvement of many other committees—fellowship, care, mission –into a Home for the Holidays celebration.  Contemplative prayer, study and communion continued at the 9:00 am service.  Musical groups, liturgists young and old, led worship in a single sanctuary service at 11:15 through the Advent season.  Average attendance (200) for the 4 Sundays in advent was up.  Continuing the traditions of advent candlelighting  (by multigenerational member families), a Christmas cantata, the nativity storytelling,  we augmented  worship with a 122nd birthday party,  decorated a Chrismon tree in the sanctuary,  and moved to a single Christmas eve service at 6:00 pm.

Looking forward to 2016—and reforming worship at the early service, initiating the Choral Scholars program, one of our Big, Hairy Audacious Goals.
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