Children’s Ministry 2014 Report

Jesus said, "Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these."
--Matthew 19:14 (NIV)
We praise God for our past year in Children’s Ministry in which our children’s faith formation grew through the work of dedicated volunteers and staff guided by the Holy Spirit. We are led by the scripture from Matthew to let our children come to Jesus.
Worship: Children’s Chapel attendance continues to be solid with an average attendance of 12 kids each week, many times exceeding 15 per week. Some of the children’s chapel kids attend Sunday school, but most do not. Al Strahan has become a second storyteller, leading the worship service. Mykala Strahan has also been the storyteller. We are blessed to have them share their gifts.

During worship, our youngest children were cared for by our child care staff members, who engaged the kids in Bible stories, activities, art and free play. Also during worship, our kids heard the children’s message and received the Blessing of the Backpacks.

Sunday School: For Lent, we built the seven days of Holy Week using Legos. Kids chose specific events from the week and built the scene during Sunday school. The Lent Lego was set up in the narthex for several weeks, and kids told their part of the story to eager onlookers each Sunday. We also created Advent Lego, this time including children’s chapel kids in the building. The display was in the narthex for the last Sundays in December. Although we are prepared for 15 kids each week, attendance continued to drop from average attendance of 12 last year to six this year.

The Active Parenting group includes parents with kids in both children’s and youth ministries. They explored “Spiritual Gifts and recognizing them in your children” during the fall.

Wednesday Nights: Children’s choir was very strong with about seven kids participating in practice led by Geri Foster every Wed. night during the school year. They sang in worship several times, including Palm Sunday, when they started the service with the “Little Grey Donkey” hymn and procession. Thank you, Geri, for your faithful leadership. The kids love choir.

“Kid Connection” Wed. nights helped kids experience multi-sensory activities for Bible stories from both the Old and New Testaments. Kids in choir joined the group after practice. We averaged six kids. Child care was provided by our professional and caring staff.
Child Care: We said goodbye to Kelli and Meglyn, who are now employed during the day as well as attending school. We said hello to Vinnie & Rachel, who join Kristen to provide care and activities on Sundays, Wednesdays and for special events. Vinnie is an art student at the University of Houston and Rachel recently completed her degree in computer design. The preschool through kindergarten classroom has moved to room 106 to accommodate future spruce up of room 102. The nursery in room 104 has a colorful new foam floor. Drop by and say hello!
VBS: There was an average of 32 kids each night at VBS with an additional 25 youth and adults. For our mission projects, we raised more than $200 for the Peru mission trip through the daily offering, recognized our church leaders with thank you cards and notes from the kids and created friendship bracelets and cards for the kids in Peru. Planning is under way for this year’s VBS, Hometown Nazareth. 
Special Events: Two kids’ fellowship “Pizza and a Movie” Saturdays were well-attended. We also hosted the Discovery Dome from the Houston Museum of Natural Science, which presented the planetarium program, “Bethlehem Star.” We discovered that this is a valuable outreach program and look forward to another event in the coming year. We also started a mural project that will begin in January 2015, which we hope will be an intergenerational project.

From last year’s report: We developed new ideas for the year based on the SATF report; current trends in state of the family; church attendance; and growth in digital capabilities. We integrated science and the arts in our faith formation offerings and adjusted to our larger attendance on Wed. evenings and in children’s chapel compared to Sunday school.  The Children's Ministry SATF alignment exercise and declining membership have been some of the primary drivers in the push to begin a whole church discussion on membership as was initiated with the Membership Coordinating Team. 
In the coming year, we see opportunities for intergenerational and family mission. We need to work at the nurture team level to plan intentional intergenerational programming. CMT will also continue to work to connect and reconnect with the families of children who are associated with WPC.  Also, we will continue to support whole-church efforts to understand and address our membership changes.
