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In our annual mission retreat in December 2013, the Mission Committee committed to some new approaches on Mission:  we wanted to learn more about using mission for “Helping without Hurting” – doing mission in cooperation with people rather than “to” them; and we wanted to focus on missions where we had passionate leadership.  How did WPC do?

We studied:  
Mission committee members led discussions on the book When Helping Hurts: Alleviating Poverty Without Hurting the Poor... and Yourself, by Steve Corbett and Brian Fikkert; and we applied what we learned to the issues we considered.

We shared:
· Through the Social Action series of adult Sunday School classes during Lent.
· Through sermons, Minutes for Mission, newsletter articles, bulletin entries
· Through the four Presbyterian  Special Offerings:  One Great Hour of Sharing, Pentecost Offering, Global Peace and Justice Offering, Christmas Joy Offering

We built relationships beyond our community and comfort zone:
· Through Pastor Helen DeLeon’s study trip to Peru in early 2014, and
· Through the Ayaviri, Peru, adult mission trip in July, where 14 people representing Webster Presbyterian Church built tables, chairs, and brother-and-sisterhood

We worked:
· Building Habitat  for Humanity houses for families in La Porte
· Providing tutoring, meals, and summer  enrichment for students at McWhirter Elementary School
· Walking and supporting the CROP Walk, raising funds to end hunger in our community and the world – led by our awesome youth
· Through Anya & Co., creating a fabulous unique benefit concert to support "Free the Captives" and combat human trafficking

We engaged:
· Volunteering at ICM, Bay Area Turning Point, Meals on Wheels
· Generously  giving  Christmas gifts for hundreds of children and families in our neighborhood through  Gifts of Joy and the ICM Christmas Store
· Providing Community Assistance funds to those in need

We contributed financial support to other helping organizations:
Bay Area Habitat for Humanity (working to end poverty housing); Bay Area Turning Point (sheltering victims of domestic abuse); Camp Cho-Yeh (providing space for spiritual growth and development); Houston Campus Ministry (bringing God’s word to Houston college students); Institute for Civility in Government (civility training and promoting civil discourse); Interfaith Caring Ministries (supporting our neighbors with a variety of services); McWhirter Elementary (providing supplies, food, and support through Communities in Schools); Meals on Wheels (home delivery of meals to shut-ins); Presbyterian Children’s Home; Presbyterian Outreach to Patients (providing spiritual nurture to those who are ill); Presbyterian Service Center (providing accessible housing to the differently abled); Presbytery of New Covenant; Samaritan Counseling Center (supporting the community with mental health resources); Seafarer Center; UBUNTU (supporting AIDS orphans in Africa); Vellore Christian Medical College (training doctors and nurses in India); among others

We look forward to engaging with Pastor Keith Uffman and continuing / finding new ways to serve in 2015.

Respectfully submitted, 
Ruling Elder Ann Taylor, Chair






