WPC CARE TEAM ANNUAL REPORT

2011

2011 was another exciting and busy year for the four Care Teams of WPC.  The following teams are:

BOARD OF DEACONS:  Jamee Wilson served as Moderator for the deacons in 2011.  The Community Service Committee coordinated four Blood Drives, all held this year in the Fellowship Hall.  The Communications Committee maintained the Deacon Frames and submitted newsletter articles with updates.  The Transportation Committee organized regular Sunday rides to church for many of our elder folks, as well as recruiting drivers for the Sr. Ministry Parking Assist Program.  They also provided rides for members to medical appointments.  The Young at Heart Committee coordinated eight trips during the year for our 55+ members of WPC.

The Immediate Care Committee worked with Pastors and church families to coordinate the 11 memorial receptions held in 2011.  Additionally, our Deacon Board supports duties such as Prayers of the People, weekly care baskets at the St. John ICU waiting room, weekly delivery of altar flowers to shut-ins, communion preparation and assisting in welcoming new members and baptisms.  They had a very challenging year at times, but provided regular contact with congregants and support to families in crisis throughout the year.    

CIRCLE-OF-PRAYERS:  This private and personal ministry is a dedicated service of numerous church members who receive weekly and oftentimes daily email messages for church family and friends needing our prayers and often cards or a message of encouragement.  Although a retreat for the Circle was not scheduled during the year, there will hopefully be such a gathering in 2012.

STEPHEN MINISTRY:  Connie Carden served as Lead Minister again in 2011.  She and her team of four dedicated servants had several continuing education events during the year held at the church with the expertise of Rev. Steve Spidell and other former Stephen Ministers.  The group meets monthly and served three care-receivers during the past year.
SENIOR MINISTRY TEAM:  Chaired the past two years by Michael Cooper, this care team realized a healthy growth of attendees in its second year since formation in May of 2010.   This past year seven luncheons were held in Bouton Hall, with an average attendance of 45 seniors & friends.  The seven programs presented at each event were all entertaining and informative, not to mention the enjoyable meals and delightful table decorations provided by the SMT ladies.

In addition, the Parking Assist Program (‘Holy Rollers’) has become a welcome sight to assist our seniors and friends at both church services and several other special events.

The other two programs of the Sr. Ministry Team are the “Phone-a-Friend” ministry and the “Helping Hands” team, both activated in 2011 to further give assistance to our senior church members.
A special thanks for the dedication of Pastor Helen and the gracious willingness of many WPC volunteers who have made the Care Ministry so effective these past few years.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Braeuer, Care Elder
