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January, 2010
With Christ’s love, we welcome, engage, and connect God’s children to our family of faith.
Welcoming Committee Updates
A retreat for all the Welcoming Teams is scheduled for February 27th from noon to 3 at Helen’s house.  Because the focus will be on some hospitality training, the committee has extended an invitation to the Worship Committee to include the Ushers.
The flow of information from and about our guests is being reviewed to see how we might best streamline this communication process, possibly through the use of ACS.  We are also interested in getting the “Strong Roots” video onto our website for guests to see and updating the guest content.

Helen is working on the content of postcards that can be sent out each week to our out of town guests and 1st time guests.  

Shallon plans to introduce Dan and Anne Reilly and their children Shannon and Stephen at the next Session meeting.

January Guests

1st Time

Kane Belobrajdic

2nd Time

Zachary Blunt

3rd Time and Beyond

Rene Craig (attended ODC 11/08/09)
Tony and Kristina Hearn

Scott and Jennifer Hermstein

Michelle Kane

Margaret McKinney

Hilary and Stephen McLellan

Leah Newman

Ron and Elizabeth Reifsnider 
Dan and Anne Reilly (attended ODC 11/08/09)
Tom and Debra Writer (attended ODC 7/26/09)
Hosting Team

The Stephen Ministers will serve once a month as Hosts this year to help with hospitality of our members and guests and to also increase the visibility of this powerful ministry.
Connection Team

A couple has shown interest in serving as the 1st or 5th Sunday Connection Team.
Engaging Team
The team met on Wednesday, January 20.  In attendance were Shallon Barboza, chair; Wade Barclay; Jeanette Chase; Pastor Helen DeLeon; John Jordan; and Sylvia Kinzler.  Kathy Braeuer has expressed an interest in continuing to serve the team at Open Door Classes and New Member Receptions.
Shallon lead a devotional on “Everything We Need” from 2 Peter 1:3.  Even though we did not introduce as many new members in 2009 as we had hoped, and even though the team has a long list of responsibilities to carry out on an almost monthly basis with less members this year, and even though we all know people who continue to struggle financially, emotionally, physically, mentally and spiritually, God has given us everything we need to succeed during these tough times.
The team decided to focus on teambuilding and streamlining the new member information paperwork into one possible form.  The folders, in fact, will be retired as the guests have already received this information several times by the time they come to an ODC, so the work that goes into the preparation of the folders seems redundant and unnecessary.  

Helen has heard back from someone who is possibly interested in joining the team.

Upcoming Events

Welcoming Teams Retreat:

February 27th from noon to 3 p.m. at Helen’s house

Open Door Class:

February 28th from noon to 2 p.m. in the Meeting Room

April 18th from noon to 2 p.m. in the Meeting Room

New Member Reception:

March 21st from 3 to 5 p.m. at Helen’s house
Respectfully submitted,

Shallon Barboza
