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“The goal of the Fellowship team is to provide the congregation a time to connect in life outside of Worship Services and Sunday School.  Having this time set aside to meet people new to the church as well as visiting with other members and old friends is important and gives everyone the opportunity  to really get to know each other and to share experiences whether happy or sad.” 
The 2009 Fellowship Committee hit the ground running last January and never stopped.  Accomplishing the multitude of tasks that are performed day by day, week by week, month in and month out, requires a special group of volunteers that are willing to work above and beyond the norm. Our committee for 2009 included: Jennifer Carr, Carole Kloves, Lois Phillips, Nancy Spivey, Dana Strahan, Carole Young and Elder, Joan McMillan.   
In twelve months our volunteers provided 36 Wednesday Night Dinners including the Thanksgiving feast, which altogether  fed over 2, 000 people.  Our dinner cooks usually number 4-5 regulars but include a total of 22 people who add their services throughout the year.  For the Thanksgiving Feast, held for the first time in the Fellowship hall where we fed about 200 people, we were able to get all of our regular cooks and several more to help with that monumental task. We cooked 8 turkeys, numerous pans of vegetables, rolls, cranberry sauce, gravy and more including the Cardens “smashers”, and like the loaves and the fishes, we had enough to feed the multitude of people that gathered in thanksgiving that night.  Attendees happily supplied the fabulous desserts.
In twelve months, we provided 52 weeks of Wholy Grounds Coffee service from 9:30 a.m. to 30 minutes after the second service each Sunday.  There are 1- 3 people who do the majority of the work, at times we are able to get one or two more to help out.  Wholy Grounds started out the year serving approximately 8-10 people each Sunday.  In December, we could count on serving anywhere from 20 to, at times, nearly 30 people, especially on our newly introduced, Hot Shot Sundays where we provide specialty coffees and hot chocolate.  For the December Christmas music service, we provided pots of hot wassail and gingerbread.  Many people enjoy the relaxed atmosphere of the Wholy Grounds Java Spot and will read the Sunday paper while waiting to go to services. 
In twelve months, the Fellowship Committee, which had 8 regular members along with a dozen regular souls and many more additional ones that help at each event, provided 3 potlucks: a Mother’s day luncheon, our first Lunar Communion luncheon and our October fall luncheon.  We fed approximately 450 individuals in those three events. 

In twelve months, the Early Riser’s Breakfast cookers, led by Ed Boyer, cooked 9 breakfasts and fed about 675 people.  They also cooked breakfast for the Adult Education ministry for special events.  Ed has a group of about 10 volunteers cooking breakfasts.  While under the auspices of Fellowship, Ed provides breakfast on his own as part of his contribution to the church and we are grateful for his gifts.  Ed and AnnaMae also provide an annual Gingerbread making workshop each November for the church members and their families and friends. 
During the rest of the twelve months of the year of 2009, the Fellowship team and as many volunteers as we could get provided meals for the January annual meeting and the Stewardship dinner, held the August Ice Cream Social and our first Craft Fair; held the annual Shrimp Boil which brought out a record number of attendees and required many more people to help haul tables and chairs, food and equipment to the park and back; painted Bouton Hall and made new curtains; cleaned out the entire kitchen and supply room and revamped the storage spaces and decorated the fellowship and Bouton halls for Christmas as part of Hanging of the Greens. We also helped many other ministries on their particular events where ever help was needed.  
Without the wonderful giving spirit of the people of this church, we would not have been able to accomplish all that we do.  It is through your kind words of encouragement that we persevere when we are tired.  It is because of your generous donations to our events that we are able to continue to try to provide a true spirit of fellowship which bolsters the hearts of all.  
As the elder of the fellowship team for 2009, I would like to give a heartfelt Thank You to the team and to the dozens of you who have participated in any way during this year.  You are the best!

Gratefully submitted,

Joan McMillan, Elder
