2009 Worship Committee Annual Report

The Worship Team of WPC not only wants to provide opportunities for people to engage in acts of worship, but also to encourage people to participate fully and regularly in them.  In addition to helping create a meaningful experience of worship on Sunday morning to members and visitors, the Worship Team is responsible for scheduling and coordinating the following:  1)  Special worship services, including such services as Lunar Communion (the 40th anniversary service this year received world-wide attention!), Youth Worship, the Selah Service and the Lent Noon devotionals; 2) a team of ushers who provide assistance to members and visitors, as well as see that things are where they are supposed to be on Sunday mornings; 3) communion (prepared by our Board of Deacons); 4) sanctuary guild days to clean and organize the Sanctuary; 5) flowers for Sunday morning; and 6) seasonal planning and decorating for Lent, Advent, and Pentecost.  This year the Worship Team also sponsored an in-house Advent devotional written by WPC's elders, deacons and pastors. 
A constant in the life of this congregation is the presence of so many talented musicians!  We have all been blessed by their remarkable talents and have enjoyed the gifts of the Faith Choir, Joyful Noyz, the Children’s Choir, Youth Choir, Children’s Ringers, Youth Ringers, Carol Bells, Carillon Ringers, the Recorder Concerts, Webster Strings and many, many fine individual instrumentalists who gave of their talents so generously.   All have added new and exciting dimensions to our worship.  In addition, we have had several music programs throughout the year, including special music prepared for the Lenten and Advent seasons.   We are indeed blessed by the many talented children, youth, and adults who lead and participate in our music programs under the leadership and guidance of Glenn and Geri Foster.
We continue to have two different styles of worship at our Sunday morning services.  While the 11:00 service remains a traditional style service, the 8:30 service is more contemporary, with music led by our praise band, Joyful Noyz.  At some of our worship services during the year, we have had liturgical dancers and story-tellers add a new dimension to how we see and hear the message of the Gospel.  Also, in addition to the Youth Sunday service, the youth led a special Hanging of the Green service in November and led several youth worship services throughout the year.  On World Communion Sunday, we had a guest preacher, Rev. LaDonna Sanders Nkosi, lead us in worship and share her experiences with the Ubunta Global Village in Durban, So. Africa.   As a result of all this, the A/V function of WPC continues to expand!  Heartfelt thanks go to our dedicated A/V volunteers who give so generously of their time and talents.  Audio sermons and music from Sunday services are now available online at our website.   

In the coming year, we will continue to provide more opportunities for us to experience God together as a worshipping community.  My sincere thanks to the Worship Team of 2009:  Dennis Waehner (Elder), Jennifer Paden (Youth Elder), Chuck Moede, Mark Cooper, Helen DeLeon, Caressa Murray, Glenn and Geri Foster, and Judy Wilson and a big welcome to the new elders on the 2010 Worship Team:  Nina Moede and Michelle Dupont (Youth Elder).
Together in Christ’s service,
Mary Lawrence 
Chair, Worship Team

