Youth Ministry Committee
Minutes for January 11, 2009 Youth Leaders Retreat

To encounter the loving God, to learn to be faithful followers of Jesus Christ, to share the Good News,

to change the world.

Instead of our typical Youth Ministry Committee meeting, we had a Youth Leaders Retreat led by Rev. Caressa Murray on Sunday, January 11, 2009, from 2:00 – 5:00 P.M.  This retreat served several purposes: (1) we discussed our purpose and theology of youth ministry, (2) we asked the essential questions of “why do we do what we do” and “how to best structure ourselves” (3) youth leader training, and (4) time for teams to discuss plans for upcoming year and evaluate ministry areas.
Attendees:  John Grady (elder), Nina Moede, Chuck Moede, Nancy Spivey, Sandy Murphy, Pam Millsap, Lynn Godwin, Watson Dupont, Brenda Faxel, Bill Dixon, Laura Grady, James Kinzler, Susan Anderson, Clay Anderson, Coco Motley, Lauren Balletto, Sandra Poslusnzy, Cappi McNeil, Elizabeth Stoltz, Katy Rendon 
The retreat opened with prayer by Rev. Caressa Murray.

The following aspects of our WPC Youth Ministry were presented and discussed:
1) We reviewed and discussed our vision for WPC's Youth Ministry.  Caressa presented and discussed with the group “why we do what we do” in youth ministry.  She also shared three scripture passages that describe our philosophy of youth ministry: 1 Corinthians 12:4-11, 1 Timothy 4:12-15, and Samuel 3:1-10.  Over the next year the Youth Ministry Committee will review their vision statement and goals and objectives.  As youth leaders we are called to help young people (1) know they are created by God and belong to God forever; (2) know that they belong to this community of faith and help them to claim a place in our church; (3) learn about the Bible, Jesus Christ and our Christian tradition; (4) explore and articulate their faith; and (5) trust and follow the leading of the Holy Spirit.  
2) Caressa then presented the essential components for a faithful and vibrant youth ministry and how these affect our weekly planning: worship, study, mission and fellowship.
3) We reevaluated our current YMC Structure, made some changes to best serve our needs, and discussed current adult leadership needs.
4) Caressa led the group in leadership training.  She showed a video, gave reminders about leading groups of young people and what we as adult leaders need to be aware of – both concerning the youth and our own leadership.  Then she discussed ways that we can help youth grow as leaders and faithful disciples and the many opportunities here at WPC for youth to lead.  
5) Caressa then shared with the group visions of long range planning and model for ministry.  What does WPC have to offer its children from ages birth to 18?  What should youth know at each stage of their development?
6) One of our goals for this year is to reach out to those youth that are not involved on a regular basis as well as friends of current youth members

7) We as youth leaders need to be good and faithful stewards of our time and resources, as well as the youth’s time and resources.  We all agreed that in our planning of meetings and activities, we will work hard to not overbook or burnout our youth and adults.  
8) We looked at our 2009 Calendar and the major dates and trips coming up

9) Then the individual teams met to reflect on how things are going in their area of ministry, work on their planning and scheduling.  
