2008 Worship Committee Annual Report

Do you see what we’ve got?  An unshakable kingdom!  And so you see how thankful we must be? Not only thankful, but brimming with worship, deeply reverent before God.  (Hebrews 12:28, The Message)
“Do you see what we’ve got?”  This verse from Hebrews is a great reminder that if we know what we’ve got, then our only response is to overflow with worship in the presence of our living God.  What the Worship Team strives to do is to provide opportunities that enable people to respond to God in that way—overflowing and brimming---by engaging in acts of worship and participating fully and regularly in them.  

In addition to helping create a meaningful experience of worship on Sunday morning to members and visitors, the Worship Team is responsible for scheduling and coordinating the following:

· Special worship services, including such services as Lunar Communion, Youth Worship, Blue Christmas, and the Lent Noon devotionals

· A team of ushers who provide assistance to members and visitors, as well as see that things are where they are supposed to be on Sunday mornings

· Communion (prepared by our Board of Deacons)
· Sanctuary Guild meetings to clean and organize the Sanctuary

· Flowers for Sunday morning

· Seasonal planning and decorating for Lent, Advent, and Pentecost

As a congregation we are blessed by the remarkable talents of so many musicians in our midst.  We have all enjoyed the gifts of the Faith Choir, Joyful Noyz, the Children’s Choir, Youth Choir, Children’s Ringers, Youth Ringers, Carol Bells, Carillon Ringers, the Recorder Concerts, Webster Strings and many, many fine individual instrumentalists who gave of their talents so generously.  We had many music programs as well throughout the year, such as the Children’s Musical, the Youth Musical, the Lessons of Lent and a Christmas Cantata  presented by the Faith Choir and our instrumentalists, to name a few.  We are indeed blessed by the many talented children, youth, and adults who lead and participate in our music programs under the leadership and guidance of Glenn and Geri Foster.
This past year also brought some big changes.  We added another pastor to our staff when Caressa Murray was called as the Associate Pastor for Youth, Children, and Families.  2008 also marked the first full year of having two different styles of worship at our Sunday morning services.  While the 11:00 service remains a traditional style service, the 8:30 service is more contemporary, with music led by our praise band, Joyful Noyz.  Another major change for WPC worship was the installation of a projection system in the Sanctuary to complement the worship style at the 8:30 service.  Under the guidance of the A/V team, this very extensive project was completed earlier this year.  Special thanks go to Chuck Moede for his leadership of the A/V Team during this time of change!  The role of the A/V team has also expanded as we now have volunteer editors who design and produce the power point slides for the 8:30 Sunday morning services and volunteer “sliders” who run the projection at the 8:30 service. 
My sincere thanks to the Worship Team of 2008:  Dennis Waehner (elder), Kathy Braeuer, Jackie Hart, Terrell McMillan, Chuck Moede, Mark Cooper, Helen DeLeon, Caressa Murray, Glenn and Geri Foster, and Judy Wilson.  
Together in Christ’s service,

Mary Lawrence 
Chair, Worship Team

