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CHRISTIAN NURTURE

As a Christian community of faith, Webster Presbyterian Church seeks to encounter the loving God, nurture followers of Jesus Christ and to meet human needs.  

“Go, then, to all peoples everywhere and make them my disciples: baptize them in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, and teach them to obey everything I have commanded you .  And I will be with you always, to the end of the age.”  (Matthew 28: 19-20)

The Christian Nurture Committee of WPC is designed and commissioned to guide and enable people of all ages to develop their faith and grow in their relationship with God and others.  Christian nurture is a life-long process of searching, learning, listening, discovering, exploring one’s faith and caring for others.  From children to older adults, we seek to educate, equip and empower people to live as Christ’s disciples in this world through faithful worship, study, and action.  We accomplish this through large and small groups, inspired teachers, committed mission opportunities, meaningful fellowship, care giving and enthusiastic study of the Word.  Our hope is that those under our guidance and care will discover and utilize their gifts and abilities for the glory of God and become who God has called them to be. 

John Dewey,  Elder

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

Vision: We will prepare the children of WPC to go out into the world as Christians

Highlights of Children's Ministry Accomplishments 2008

· Joint Mission and Children's Ministry Intergenerational project sending school supplies to Vicki Smith in Jamaica.

· We discovered Jesus` miraculous Power through our Intergenerational VBS “Power Lab”This program provided two other churches with curriculum  and supplies.

· Small Group/ Large Group Format for Sunday School which continues to build relationships; spiritual growth; and attendance.

· May 2008 brought Caressa Murray, our new Associate Pastor, on board to oversee Children and Families as well as youth. Her enthusiasm; professionalism and knowledge energizes the team.

· We increased our children's knowledge; understanding and participation in worship through Get Ready!Get Set!Worship curriculum; Come to the Table Communion Workshop and 8:30 service

· Children's and Youth Safety Commission team created with the purpose of addressing the  safety ; protection and wellbeing of WPC children and youth.

· Rally Day Intergenerational Program “Jesus Rocks” kicked off our new Sunday School Year.

· Children's Music Ministry Program and the creation of the Children's Music Room.  

· Sunday School Open House for parents November 16,2008 concluding our Bible Heroes Series

· Family Advent Celebration  was a well attended evening of  festivities including a potluck dinner.; crafts; caroling and youth led service.

Goals for 2009

· Birth to Three Ministry to provide the needs of families with children birth to 3 years through building relationships and nurturing faith journeys.

· Children Led Worship Service February 15, 2009.

· Creation of the two and three year old Sunday Class

· WPC Milestone Ministry from Birth - 12th grade graduation

· Come to the Waters Baptism Workshop and Bible and Me Classes

· Reassignment and Renovation of Children's Classrooms to meet the needs of  our growing number of infants and preschoolers- two nurseries and a children's  library/ music room.

       Special thanks and appreciation to all the children; parents; youth helpers; team members; shepherds; childcare staff and volunteers who have positively impacted our children ministry.

Jesus said , “ Let the children come to me. Don't keep them away. The kingdom of heaven belongs to people like them. Jesus placed his hands on them” Matthew 19:13-15. 

Cathy Black, Elder

YOUTH MINISTRY

To encounter the loving God, to learn to be faithful followers of Jesus Christ, to share the Good News, to change the world.

2008 was an exciting year for the YMC.  The number of youth activities along with the number of youth participating in them has grown.  This would not have been possible without the support of the congregation, the tireless work of the youth team leaders, the commitment of the numerous volunteers and parents, and the dedication of the youth themselves.  In addition to the existing Sr. High Planning Team and the Junior High Planning Team we have created the Youth Resource Team, Youth Worship Planning Team and the Youth Mission Team.  However, the most exciting development was the addition of Rev. Caressa Murray as Associate Pastor of Youth, Children and Families.  The addition of Rev. Murray is living proof that WPC is committed to the future of our youth and the youth programs in whole.

Jr. High Youth Ministry Activities
· Weekly PYC, Wonderful Wednesday Program and Sunday School for 12 - 15 youth 

· Super Bowl of Caring mission project 

· Confirmation Class and associated Mentor Program for 8 youth

· Conclaves at Cho-Yeh in the spring

· Jr. High youth trip to Jr. High Jubilee at Mo-Ranch

· Midnight Madness, the annual youth planning and fellowship kickoff event

· Collected items and packed Seafarer’s Christmas boxes

Sr. High Ministry Activities
· Weekly Sunday School, PYC and Wednesday Connections program for 18 - 25 youth 

· Conclaves at Cho-Yeh in the spring

· Synod of the Sun Youth Workshop in Tulsa, Oklahoma attended by 8 youth
· Mission Trip fund raisers – Super Bowl Sandwiches, Sweetheart Dinner Dance, Baking Brothers, Car Wash, Christmas Post Office

· Mission Trip to Bayfield, Colorado 

· Annual Summer Fellowship and Planning Retreat in August at High Island
· Presbytery involvement with three PYCC youth representatives and two PYCC adult leaders
Combined Jr. High and Sr. High Ministry Activities
· Youth Worship Services continued throughout the year – youth help plan and lead this service

· Musical program “Exile From Egypt County” 

· Support for WPC’s Vacation Bible School in June

· Youth-wide fellowship activities, such as attending Astros game and Christian concert

· Crop Walk

· Fall Presbytery-wide Youth Rally 

· Attended A.D. Player’s in December

Of course this report would not be complete without mention of Hurricane Ike and its affect on this church and the surrounding community.  The number of youth that volunteered to assist in clean-up following the storm is an important reminder to us of the value of this ministry and the quality of our youth and their leaders.

As we begin 2009, it is the hope of the Youth Ministry Committee that we will, with God’s help and guidance, meet the challenge of our vision and, through the growth of our youth’s faith, change the world.

John Grady, Elder

ADULT MINISTRY

Members of the 2008 Adult Ministry Committee were Rev. Helen DeLeon (Staff), Jane Markley (Covenant Groups), Bill Dixon (Special Events), Liz Loynes (Bible Study Groups), Rowena Colwell (Library) and Al Manson (Chairman).  This year we started a new Sunday morning Christian Education forum and three new adult programs.

Adult Christian Education

During the past year we were privileged to introduce new Sunday school teachers as well as visiting teachers from outside WPC. They all provided a variety of interesting discussions.  Also, with the help of our Deacons, Summer Round Tables were initiated and enjoyed great success.  We currently have classes on Social Justice Issues and Science and Religion.  There are other exciting classes planned for the Lent and Spring sessions.  Please join us.

Special Events Board

This Board was formed in 2008 and is responsible for bringing special events to WPC and the local community.  The first event is the Biblical Storytelling Workshop.  We urge you to participate in this workshop, scheduled for Saturday, February 21. It will reconnect us with the ancient way of communicating Scripture and we will learn to become inspiring Biblical storytellers.  Call the church office to ensure you have a reservation.

Men’s Ministry

WPC re-started its Men’s Ministry in 2008. This group plans to perform beneficial tasks for WPC and the community on a monthly basis, following a Saturday breakfast at the church.
Young Adults

WPC young adults started meeting last summer and will continue in 2009.  Young adults are unmarried and between the ages of approximately eighteen and thirty.

Covenant Groups

Currently there are eight covenant groups meeting regularly for study and fellowship. We care and pray for one another and use Christian books or videos as a catalyst for discussion.  

Study Groups

There are presently three Study Groups: Tuesday Morning Bible Class, Morning Break for Women and Wednesday Evening Study Group.  The Tuesday Morning Class is made up of 15 to 20 men and women and is led by Rev. Cooper.  The Morning Break consists of 15 women, meets on Wednesday mornings and is currently being led by Rev. DeLeon. The Wednesday Evening Study Group meets on Wednesday evening at 6:30.  They are currently studying the book Thank God for Evolution, by Rev. Michael Dowd, a United Church of Christ minister.  You are encouraged to join one or all of these groups.

Women’s Ministries

The Women’s Retreat is normally an annual Fall event in which WPC women enjoy the opportunity to escape for a weekend of spiritual renewal, relaxation and fun.  Unfortunately Hurricane Ike forced postponement of the 2008 retreat. It will be held at the John Newcombe Tennis Ranch in New Braunfels the weekend of March 22, 2009.    

The Sisters-in-Faith is a unique program that brings women together, two at a time, for monthly outings.  A SIC (sister-in-charge) plans the event so the sisters get to know one another over a nine-month period.  Please call the church office for more information about each of these women’s ministries.

Al Manson, Elder

