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The goal of the Mission Committee is to be the eyes, ears, hands, and feet of WPC, to identify appropriate avenues for member service, as we SHARE GOD’S HEART WITH THE WORLD.

Let there be no doubt that WPC is a mission-oriented church.  We are members of the elite “5 for 5” club.  Less than one per cent of PCUSA churches nationwide have this designation, and WPC does!  Members contribute to all four special offerings throughout the year (Pentecost, One Great Hour of Sharing, Peacemaking and Christmas Joy Offering) as well as contributing to the PCUSA Mission Initiative.  

Locally, we support:

· Bay Area Turning Point

· Habitat for Humanity

· Houston Campus Ministry

· Meals on Wheels

· Interfaith Christian Ministries Food Bank/Resale Shop/ and Christmas Store

· The Life Center homeless shelter

· Presbyterian Outreach to Patients

· Seafarer’s Center

· Crop Walk

· Communities in Schools

through monetary contributions, as well as the volunteer hours of over a hundred WPC members.  This year, WPC was recognized as a “significant contributor” to ICM and Bay Area Turning Point.  WPC’s Ann Taylor was the organizer for the Bay Area Crop Walk (held less than one month after Hurricane Ike).  Alberta Rohlfing was elected to the Board of Directors for Meals on Wheels.  Bill Strait was honored as Bay Area Turning Point’s “Man of Heart.”  Bill and Anita Knowles, Bill Straight, Jim Paden, Dave Armstrong, and Clint McAfee received “Helping Hands” awards from ICM; and WPC was awarded one of two “Ecumenical Awards” for 2007.  Our own Rev. Helen serves on the Board and Executive Committee of ICM.

Carl and Jackie Allen have been coordinators for Habitat work days for many years at Webster.  WPC will get to frame the 50th house for Bay Area Habitat for Humanity on February 8 of this year, just one day after WPC women will walk in the Women’s Walk for Humanity on February 7, in support of a Habitat house to be built by women in 2009.
Nationally and internationally, we contribute financially to:

· The Ubuntu project, a care program for children in South Africa who have been affected by AIDS 

· The Institute for Civility in Government

· Vellore Christian Medical Center (our $500 contribution pays room/board  AND TUITION for one year for a nursing student…an amazing return on our investment)

· CEDEPCA

· Christmas International House.  Bud Allison is the area coordinator, and serves on the national board of directors.  

· Your Mission Committee, with Kim Glaus-Late’s leadership, initiated an “offering of letters” to our congressmen urging them to support the Millenium Goals for improved health care, water quality, and nutrition practices around the world.   

Additionally, Webster Presbyterian supported its very own community outreach programs.  These are programs, like the Webster Technology Center, that are the brainchild and heartlight of this church alone.  

· Phyllis Koenig, Steve Smith (should this be Steve Schulz?), and Jim Young arrange for toiletries and phone cards to be sent to servicemen and women overseas.  

· 40 boxes of books and school supplies were sent to our missionary Vicki Smith in Jamaica.   

· Dick Brackett, Sylvia Kinzler, Kim, Paul and Sarah Harano, Lisa Haws, and Marjorie Seiter taught ESL classes to our neighbors at Casa de Esperanza. 

· Anita and Bill Knowles, and their super-committee, coordinated gifts for 168 students at McWhirter Elementary and Brookside Intermediate Schools through Christmas Gifts of Joy.  

· Post Hurricane Ike Recovery usurped the planned second year Katrina Response trip to New Orleans by the Adult Mission Team.  The Team stayed in town and helped cleanup about 20 member and community homes. Workers included Dick Brackett, Mike and Connie Carden, Liz Clifford, Dave Cook, James and Kim Kinzler, George Koenig, Pete and Pat Koester, Carlos Noriega, Dennis Rohlfing, Jimmy Spivey, Shallon Barboza, and others.   In addition to their labors, members shared generators, meals, and even their homes with those who suffered serious damage from Ike. 
Webster Presbyterian Church in mission:  seeing, hearing, going, touching . . . taking God’s heart to the world.

