WEBSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
FELLOWSHIP AND WELCOMING MINISTRY

2007 ANNUAL REPORT

The Fellowship and Welcoming Ministry of WPC consists of two primary teams:  Fellowship and Welcoming, each led by an elder.  Pastor Helen serves as staff liaison to both teams.
Fellowship
Fellowship provides opportunities for members of WPC to enjoy one another’s company and to celebrate various milestones in the lives of the Church and its members.  It organizes and coordinates many events and provides assistance and advice for many others carried out by other teams.

Stacey Menard chaired the Fellowship Team in 2007, which provided the infrastructure for many of the ongoing fellowship programs of the Church, such as Wednesday Night dinners, ably coordinated by Blaine Goeckler; the Shrimp Boil; the Worship Committee’s Hanging of the Greens event, the Choir Concert, the Graduate Celebration, Ice Cream Social, and the Annual Congregational Meeting.  In 2007, the Team replaced the clothes washer, a refrigerator, and steam table; provided new shelving in the Fellowship Hall Closet and new table linens for Fellowship Hall; and cleaned and organized the Bouton Hall supply closet.  The Fellowship Team also organized and led a garden-theme pot luck in May and a luau in September.  The Fellowship Team either sponsored or assisted in other major events:  Mark’s Ordination Anniversary Celebration in January, the Jim Paden celebration, and Clay Anderson’s Welcome Home Party.  Dinner Club 7, coordinated by Blaine Goeckler, and the monthly Sunday morning breakfasts, coordinated and cooked by the Boyers, also are functions of the Fellowship Team. 

Jennifer Carr will lead the Fellowship Team in 2008.

Welcome
The Welcome Ministry of WPC has three primary teams:  Greeters, Visitors, and New Members.

The elder for this ministry resigned early in the year, and these teams have carried out their work admirably without that level of leadership.  The Welcome Ministry of WPC opens the “arms” of the congregation to welcome each other and all who come through our doors.

The Greeters stand at the doors of the sanctuary narthex on Sunday mornings to welcome all who enter for our worship services.  They provide a smile, a hand shake, and a welcome to friend and stranger alike.  In 2008, the Welcome Ministry will seek to re-organize the Greeter Team and provide further training in what makes a church hospitable, rather than merely welcoming.  This training will be provided to all of the Welcome Ministry teams.

The purpose of the Visitor Team is to meet and welcome all first-time visitors to our worship services.  First-time visitors are identified as those who sign in on the Fellowship Pads, or fill out Guest Cards, and provide contact information.  A Visitor Team takes a bag of goodies and information to the home of these visitors.  If home, they visit briefly; if not, they leave the bag and make contact by telephone.  In 2007, the Visitor Teams made approximately 60 visits!  In 2008, this Team will continue to refine its practices.  The bags of goodies contain two WPC mugs, two WPC pens, candy to fill the mugs, a Visitor Brochure, a current newsletter, and any other current information on WPC ministries and programs.  Pastor Helen also writes a personal letter to each first–time visitor.

The purpose of the New Member Team is to encourage visitors to become members and to help them assimilate into the life of the congregation once they join.  Once a visitor has signed in a third time, the New Member Team takes over, inviting them to Open Door classes.  The New Member Team organizes the Open Door classes and provides a reception for New Members three-to-four times a year.  In 2007, the New Member Team welcomed seven families into the Webster community of faith.  For 2008, the New Member Team has asked the Deacon Board to help with the assimilation process by inviting new members in their zones to fellowship and other special programs and enlisting another member of that zone to serve as host to the new member.  This team also provides photos of new members for the website, the Church database, for the newsletter, along with a brief bio.  The New Member Team worked with the Communications Team in 2007 to produce a new Visitors’ Brochure, which was delivered in December.  The New Member Team will be led in 2008 by Shallon Barboza, and will continue to focus on new ways to transform visitors into new members, refining the Open Door Class, and helping new members become a part of the life of the WPC community of faith.
In 2008, both Fellowship and Welcoming will become a part of the Care Ministry of Webster Presbyterian Church.  Jeanette Chase will lead the overall Care Ministry, with Jennifer Carr providing guidance to the Fellowship Ministry.
Respectfully submitted,

Elder Stacey Menard and Rev. Helen P. DeLeon  

