WEBSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
CARE MINISTRY

2007 ANNUAL REPORT

The Care Ministry of Webster Presbyterian Church, for the Year 2007, consisted of the Deacon Ministry, Prayer Chain, and Stephen Ministry.  Pastor Helen DeLeon served as staff liaison and coordinator for the Care Ministry this year.

Deacon Ministry
The Deacon Board was led in 2007 by Tony Le Cara, Moderator, and Susan Stearns, Secretary/Treasurer.  The Deacon Board is made up of 25 deacons, serving 24 geographic zones and a Youth deacon.  The Deacons have established several committees to assist them in providing care to the congregation and the community:  Immediate Care provides receptions following funeral or memorial services and other crisis care services; the 2007 Committee three receptions, two of which actually occurred early in 2008; Transportation coordinates a group of volunteers who have agreed to provide transportation for members who need a ride to a doctor or other critical appointment; individuals in need of transportation are asked to contact their deacon who, in turn, calls the Transportation Committee Chair who will make the necessary arrangements; Community Service maintains a basket of care items for the ICU Waiting Room at St. John’s Hospital; the Committee seeks contributions of personal care, devotional, and entertainment items and keeps the basket filled; Young-at-Heart arranges for outings at least once-a-month for WPC members and friends who are 50 years of age or older—these are fun and lively outings that always include FOOD and are enjoyed by all who participate; Communications Committee shares with the WPC community, in various ways, the work and activities of the Deacon Board; the Social Committee works to ensure that the deacons have opportunities for “down time” and fellowship.  In addition, the Deacons took a first step toward developing a Health Ministry at WPC by sponsoring two CPR/AED classes, led by Deacon Michael Cooper.  In 2007, the Deacon Board has participated in ongoing training to better equip them to meet the needs of the WPC congregation and community.  In 2008, the Board will continue to develop its skills, continue to develop a Health Ministry, continue to provide loving care to WPC members and the community, and will work diligently to get to know the people of WPC.  Andy Posluszny, Coco Motley, and Elaine Lapka will lead the Deacons in 2008 as Moderator, Vice Moderator, and Secretary/Treasurer, respectively.
Prayer Chain
The Prayer Chain was ably led in 2007 by Alberta Rohlfing (’07), Chair, Mary Goeckler (’08), and Jeanne Camp (’09).  The prayer chain is now primarily an email chain, and prayer requests are sent out Monday-Friday, at approximately 4:00 p.m., by our Church Secretary, Daphne Riemer.  A few members still receive phone calls with the days’ requests.  This is a vital ministry of WPC, and prayer requests come in frequently from members and the community we serve.  The 2008 Prayer Chain Leadership Team will be led by Mary Goeckler, Chair, Jeanne Camp, and Jackie Hart (’10), who are planning a Prayer Retreat to be held sometime in the first quarter of 2008.

Stephen Ministry
The Stephen Ministry of WPC went on hiatus in 2004.  Since that time, two members and the associate pastor received leadership training, five prospective ministers have been recruited, and a training class for them will begin in February.  Connie Carden, Chair, and Julie Yencharis will coordinate the classes.  Connie has been in communication with the Stephen Ministry leaders at Clear Lake Presbyterian Church in an effort to share training resources.  We are looking forward to the possibility that one member of CLPC will participate in the 2008 class at WPC.  The goal for 2008 is to train the ministers, educate the congregation, get referrals coming in, and develop a dynamic Stephen Ministry for WPC.

Bridges to Healing
A fourth area into which the Care Ministry has branched in 2007 in Bridges to Healing, an effort to provide volunteers within churches to provide support and healing ministry to the men and women who have served in the Armed Forces and their families.  A group of WPC members have attended two trainings, and we will continue in this effort in 2008.  This may become a part of the Health Ministry at some point; for now it is an autonomous activity within the Care Ministry.

