Youth Ministry Committee

2007 Annual Report
To encounter the loving God, to learn to be faithful followers of Jesus Christ, to share the Good News,

to change the world.


During 2007 the Youth Ministry Committee, the Jr. High Youth Planning Team, and the Sr. High Youth Planning Team worked diligently to provide a vital, fresh, and meaningful Christian experience for the youth at WPC.  The committee and teams understood that this ministry area is based on the people involved, and so sought to engage various people (relying on those already active with youth and inviting others to join) and utilize their gifts for the benefit of our youth and the church as a whole.  Certainly any achievements and successes this past year are the result of the dedication, prayer, and commitment of many volunteers and parents.  Their willingness to respond and follow God’s call is a wonderful blessing for which the Youth Ministry leadership is sincerely grateful.

A simple listing of activities does not accurately convey the efforts, learning, service, fun, laughter, and caring that made WPC’s Youth Ministry what it was in 2007.  But, it can provide some sense of what is happening, and what could be happening, in this place.  So, here is a brief review:

Some of the significant new initiatives were:

· Human Sexuality Retreats in January, one for Sr. High and one for Jr. High
· Youth were directly involved with planning of the Crop Walk with WPC serving as host (Much appreciation to Ann Taylor and the Mission Committee)

· Youth-initiated Big Sibling-Little Sibling program

· Defining the overall goals and objectives for Youth Ministry at WPC, from entry at 6th grade to graduation at 12th grade
· Refurbishment and decoration of the youth rooms

· Youth Giving Tree and the gracious response of the congregation

Additional accomplishments and activities during the past year were:
Jr. High Youth Ministry

· Sunday School for 14-16 youth

· Weekly PYC year-round for 13-15 youth

· Souper Bowl of Caring mission project 

· Confirmation Class and associated Mentor Program for 15 youth

· Conclaves at Cho-Yeh in the spring

· Jr. Highs developed and led May Youth Worship Service

· Jr. High youth trip to Jr. High Jubilee at Mo-Ranch

· Summer Wonderful Wednesday program involving college student leaders, and year-round Wednesday program
· Midnight Madness, the annual youth planning and fellowship kickoff event
· Collected items and packed Seafarer’s Christmas boxes

Sr. High Ministry
· Sunday School for 16-18 youth

· Weekly PYC year-round for 14-16 youth

· Service at ICM Resale Shop
· Conclaves at Cho-Yeh in the spring

· Mission Trip fund raisers – Super Bowl Sandwiches, Sweetheart Dinner Dance, Baking Brothers, Car Wash
· Mission Trip to Slidell, Louisiana in June

· 4 youth were selected to attend Triennium 2007 as part of our Presbytery’s delegation

· Annual Summer Fellowship and Planning Retreat in August at High Island
· Year-round Connections program on Wednesdays

· Sr. High’s “Trick or Treat So People Can Eat” to benefit ICM food supplies

· Presbytery involvement with 3 PYCC youth representatives and 1 PYCC adult leader

Combined Jr. High and Sr. High Ministry
· Monthly Youth Worship Services continued throughout the year

· Musical program “Worship Together” (Music Program offering led by George Gray)

· Support for WPC’s Vacation Bible School in June

· Youth-wide fellowship activities, such as attending Astros game

· Crop Walk at the end of September
· Fall Presbytery-wide Rally at Northwoods Presbyterian

· Attended two Christian concerts, one in March and one in October 
· Attended A.D. Player’s presentation of “Christmas Tree-O”

· Participation in Elves & More Bicycle Project

The committee and teams continually explored and considered opportunities to improve and expand youth ministry at WPC.  The development of the overall goals and objectives for youth ministry will be used in the planning of future programs and activities, and will continue to be reviewed and examined for improvement.  In looking forward, those involved in Youth Ministry are excited by the possibilities that are before us and the directions that God will lead us.  The arrival of the Youth Minister or Director that He has for this church is a much-anticipated event in the life of WPC.  And the committee is deeply grateful for the faithful efforts of the Associate Pastor Nominating Committee (APNC) in seeking that special person.

As we begin 2008, it is the hope of the Youth Ministry Committee that we will, with God’s help and guidance, meet the challenge of our vision and, through the growth of our youth’s faith, change the world.
Respectfully submitted,

Chuck Moede
Watson Dupont
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