January 22, 2008


Meeting Room

The Webster Presbyterian Church (WPC) Session convened a Stated Meeting on Tuesday, January 22, 2008, in the Meeting Room.  The meeting was opened with a devotion and prayer by the Moderator, Reverend Mark Cooper, at 7:05 p.m.

The following members of Session were present:

· Moderator, Reverend Mark Cooper;

· Associate Pastor Helen P. DeLeon; and,

· Active Elders, Jeanette Chase, Jennifer Carr, Tye Cowan, John Dewey, Gene Fisseler (Clerk), John Grady, Dan Hunter, Johnny Jones, John Jordan, Diane Kane, James Kinzler, Mary Lawrence, Al Manson, Roy Phillips, Michael Stearns, and Dennis Waehner.

The following members of Session were excused:

· Active Elders Watson DuPont and Melissa Moede.

Also present were Pat Koester and Sunday School Superintendent Linda Smith-Gregory.

A quorum was declared by the Clerk and the Agenda for the meeting was approved.

New Members – The Moderator welcomed Shallon Barboza, 2008 Chair of the New Member Team, who introduced Fay Leach an individual expressing a desire to become a full member of Webster Presbyterian Church.  After learning a bit about Ms. Leach, Rev. Cooper asked a series of questions regarding her faith and commitment to the church.  Being satisfied with her answers, the Session voted to receive Fay Leach into Full Membership of Webster Presbyterian Church by reaffirmation of faith.  Ms. Leach will be presented to the congregation on Sunday, February 3, 2008, during the 8:30 a.m. worship service.
The Session voted to approve minutes of the:
· December 18, 2007, Stated Meeting of Session; and,

· January 12, 2008 Called Meeting (Budget) of Session.
Treasurer’s Report - The Session voted to:
· Approve a resolution establishing various banking signatory authorities;
· Elect Pat Koester to serve as Treasurer in 2008; and,

· Elect Anne Waehner and Dick Mills to serve as Assistant Treasurers in 2008.

The Session received the Treasurer’s report.

Clerk’s Report – The Session voted to elect Gene Fisseler to serve as Clerk in 2008. The Session received the Clerk’s report.

Statistical Report

Individuals
Families
Comments
Membership as of December 18, 2007
697

395

Gains:



Transfer of Letter 


+ 0

+ 0



Reaffirmation of Faith 


+ 0

+ 0
    




Profession of Faith & Baptism

+ 0 

+ 0
    


Losses:



Transfer of Letter 


– 0

 – 0




Removal from Roll 


– 0

 – 0





Death
 



– 2

 – 0
   Roy, Colwell


Membership as of January 22, 2008
695

 395
Baptized persons who’ve 

   not made Professions of Faith: 
       + 135


(+1) Eason


    

Total children, youth and adults: 

830
Baptism: Mia Ann Eason, born September 20, 2007, daughter of Whitney Ann (member) and Michael Duane Eason and sister of Briley Ann Eason; granddaughter of John and Madeline Nugent (member); on December 23, 2007
Deaths: 

· A. J. Roy died December 28, 2007; and,

· Pat Colwell died January 5, 2008

Funerals:  

· A. J. Roy funeral on January 3, 2008 (Mark Cooper officiated)

· Pat Colwell funeral on January 5, 2008 (Mark Cooper and Helen DeLeon co-officiated)

Letter of Transfer:  The Session voted to authorize a Letter of Transfer for Petrea and Tipton Tindall to St. Stephen Presbyterian Church, Houston, Texas.

Ordination and Installation of Officers:

· The following individuals, having been duly elected at the Congregational Meeting on November 18, 2007, were Ordained and installed as Elders, Class of 2010, on January 13, 2008:  John Grady, Dan Hunter, John Jordan, and Melissa Moede (Youth Elder)

· The following individuals, having been duly elected at the Congregational Meeting on November 18, 2007, and having been previously Ordained, were installed as Elders, Class of 2010, on January 13, 2008:  Jeanette Chase, James Kinzler, and Mary Lawrence.
· The following individuals, having been duly elected at the Congregational Meeting on November 18, 2007, were Ordained and installed as Deacons, Class of 2010, on January 13, 2008:  Wade Barclay, Roemehl Dewey, Judy Ota, Jennifer Paden (Youth Deacon), Judy Ramsay, and Ed Tobia.
· The following individuals, having been duly elected at the Congregational Meeting on November 18, 2007, and having previously been Ordained, were installed as Deacons, Class of 2010, on January 13, 2008:  Carolyn “Bambi” Fitzgerald, Kim Harano, and Jackie Hart.
· Mr. James Ingram having been duly elected at the Congregational meeting on November 18, 2007, was installed as Trustee, Class of 2010, on January 13, 2008.
Motion from the Clerk:  The Session voted to approve the process of taking action via telephone and electronic mail (email) during 2008 on matters that may come to its attention between Stated Meetings and that are suitable for such informal action, which actions will be ratified at the next Stated Meeting. 

New Business

The Session voted to approve the baptisms of:
· Christopher Ryan Holtz, born October 22, 2007, son of Jacquelyn Green Holtz (member) and Kevin Carl Holtz; grandson of Suzanne and Richard Summers (members); 
· Megan Florence Merritt, born December 6, 2007, daughter of Kimberly and David Merritt (members); and,
· Hannah Taylor Bailey, born April 17, 2007, daughter of Heather and Darryl Bailey (non-members) and granddaughter of Patty and Ronnie Lusk (members). Hannah’s grandfather, Rev. Robert P. Starbuck, a retired Methodist minister, will co-officiate the baptism.
The Session voted to accept, with regret, the resignation from active service on Session of Elder Susan Anderson, at her request.
Committee/Team Actions and Reports

The following Elder committee assignments were acknowledged:
· Administration

· Communication – John Jordan

· Personnel – Watson Dupont
· Stewardship & Finance – Roy Phillips, Mike Stearns

· Vision – Tye Cowan

· Buildings & Grounds – Dan Hunter, Johnny Jones

· Care of Members – Jeanette Chase
· Fellowship & Welcoming – Jennifer Carr

· Christian Nurture – John Dewey

· Children’s Ministry – Cathy Black (contingent upon her election to the office of Elder at the Annual Meeting)
· Youth Ministry – John Grady

· Adult Ministry – Al Manson
· Mission – Diane Kane, James Kinzler
· Outreach – Gene Fisseler

· Worship – Mary Lawrence, Dennis Waehner
From Adult Ministry:  The Session voted to approve the book entitled Bad Girls of the Bible authored by Liz Curtis Higgs for use by the Morning Break Bible Study Group during the winter term. 

From Youth Ministry: The Session voted to approve the following fund raising activities to support Youth Mission activities: 

· Jr. High youth collection of donations for Souper Bowl of Caring on Sunday, February 3, 2008;

· Sr. High youth collection of orders and donations for Super Bowl Sandwiches on Sundays, January 20 and 27, 2008; and,

· Sr. High youth selling tickets on Sundays, February 3 and 10, 2008, for the Valentine Dinner Dance which they will be hosting on Saturday, February 16, 2008.

Old Business:  

· Roy Phillips, Chair of the Nominating Committee, announced that James Kinzler has agreed to serve as Vice Chair of the Nominating Committee.

· There will be church officer training conducted on Saturday, January 26, 2008, at St. Giles Presbyterian Church, 5900 Pinemont, Houston, Texas.
· Webster Presbyterian Church will host the Engaging Church conference on Wednesday, January 30, 2008. 
Pastor’s Report 

Mark Cooper – Mark will be attending the Presbytery’s Committee on Ministry meeting on Saturday, January 26, 2008.
Next Meetings
· The Annual Meeting of the Congregation of Webster Presbyterian Church will be convened following the 11:00 a.m. worship service on Sunday, January 27, 2008, in the Fellowship Hall.

· The 2008 Elder Retreat will be held at the beach home of Cleo and Johnny Jones on Saturday, February 2, 2008.

· The next Stated Meeting of Session will be convened Tuesday, February 26, 2008, at 7:00 p.m. in the Meeting Room.

The business of this Stated Meeting being completed, the Session voted to adjourn.  The meeting was closed with prayer by the Moderator at 8:40 p.m. 


Gene Fisseler









Clerk of Session
