Children’s Ministry Committee

2007

Vision: We will prepare the children of WPC to go out into the world as Christians.

1. We will educate our children about God and Jesus.

2. We will form relationships and mentor children to help them develop a personal relationship with God and Jesus.

3.  We will teach children about the joy of a spirit-filled life and the Christian responsibility of giving

4. We will partner with families in the spiritual growth of their children

5. We will attract families with children to the church, and to its programs. 

In 2007, Children’s Ministry was represented by a separate Session committee.  These Committee members included: Diane Kane (Elder/Chair), Karla Bradley (Elder), Linda Smith-Gregory (Sunday School Superintendent), Wendy Noriega, Richard Koester, Rachel Boeckenhauer, Lauren Balletto, and Helen DeLeon, pastoral support. 

Commendations: The Children’s Ministry program takes the dedicated work of many loyal volunteers.  Without the efforts of so many members of our congregation, this program could not be successful.  These volunteers include, but are not exclusive to: 
*Lauren Balletto

*Jenny Cowan

*Brenda Faxel

*Freeman Gregory

*Richard Koester

*Kim Luedde

***Cappi McNeill

***Nina Moede

*Sandy Murphy

*Wendy Noriega

*Mary Sumrall-Sydnor

**Maria Atanasova
**Kristen Green
**James Kent
* indicates current Sunday School shepherds

** indicates paid child care staff

***indicates leaders of children’s music programs

Children’s Ministry was also supported by numerous volunteers from the junior and senior high youth during GIGL and fellowship events.  Children’s Ministry would also like to thank the numerous volunteers who graciously donated their time and resources to give a face lift to the children’s Sunday School rooms.  
Our goals for 2007 were: 

· To provide consistent child care for church events: This was accomplished by hiring and training additional child care staff and creating a larger pool of student workers from the church to assist.  We currently provide child care during both services on Sunday, Wednesday night and Thursday night.

· To create a place that was safe accepting for young children and their families: Several repairs to the physical plant were undertaken.  The children’s library has been moved into the education wing.  We have a private space for mothers nursing their infants. Adult volunteers painted and furnished the Sunday School (of fish) Room and the accompanying parent’s nest—a space for parents to network during the Sunday School hour.  

· To increase the spirituality of programming for children: We have gone to a large group/small group format, selected a more rigorous Bible-based curriculum, and expanded Wednesday night offerings.  

These are the highlights of the work of this team during the last 12 months.
· Conducted Sunday School classes for 2 year olds to 5th grade (~40 Children, average weekly attendance 20-25) The most important change is that all classes have shown more frequent attendance by the children on the roll.

· Recruited and trained small group shepherds.   This accounts for the most important change in the way we DO Sunday School from the past.
· Provided the Growing in God’s Love (GIGL) Program for younger children during the services. In November, this was expanded to include the 8:30 service.

· Provided child care for Sunday mornings, Wednesday evenings, and other events.
· Held 4 Parent meetings to present our Mission Statement & Action Plan. 

· Interviewed children’s ministry representatives from 10 other churches, which is a relationship which Ms. Smith-Gregory intends to continue.  
· Presented a workshop on Small Group Sunday School at Presbyterian Focus.
· Conducted concurrent parent and child classes in Spiritual Gifts during the spring

· Increased Wednesday night programming for parents  

· Parenting 101 Support Group that meets on second and fourth Wednesdays

· Bible and Me classes conducted by the pastors.  Presented bibles to 2nd and 3rd graders.  Conducted 3 Wednesday night sessions for children and their parents.  A Ready, Set, Worship course for k/1st graders & their parents is planned for 2008.  

· Sponsored a Sunday School Teacher Appreciation Event on Mother’s Day.  
· Participated in the WPC intergenerational Vacation Bible School.
· Held two fellowship events with the junior highs during the summer to ease transition for 5th grade students.
· Participated in Rally Day.
· Coordinated intergenerational Sunday School events on Easter Sunday, Women’s Retreat Sunday, and the Family Advent fellowship on Wednesday Night.  

· Completed mission projects for Vicki Smith and supported the Heifer project.

· Conducted a Children’s Musical

We still need your help in order to continue to grow and to support these wonderful children in their spiritual journey.   Here are our current needs:
· 2-6 GIGL teachers for a one-Sunday a month commitment: GIGL is the ~40 minute Sunday School that takes place AFTER children’s sermon.  You read a story, serve a snack, pray, and care for 10 or fewer children ages 3 to 9.  
· Sunday School shepherds for a 12-week commitment during the Sunday School hour—following the lead of our large group teachers, and maintaining contact with the 6 children assigned to you.

· Participants in our fellowship events, whether or not you have elementary age children.  We have some great ideas for family worship, but the success depends on the entire church family nurturing role our youngest members.   

Respectfully submitted,

Diane Kane

Karla Bradley
