2007 ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION MINISTRIES ANNUAL REPORT

The members of the 2007 Team are: John Dewey, Chairman; Helen Deleon, Staff  Advisor; Mary Lawrence (Sunday School), Jane Markley (Covenant Groups), Tony LeCara (Adult Christian Education), Rowena Colwell (Media & Resource Center ), and Liz Loynes (Bible Study Groups).  This ministry team has dedicated themselves to the fulfillment of the WPC vision – “To encounter the loving God, to nurture followers of Jesus Christ and to meet human needs” – through Adult Christian Education.   Our classes, our covenant and Bible study groups and other education ministry groups have put life into our commitment and empowered our adult congregation to grow in their faith.  

Adult Christian Education  Classes. 

Our Adult CE classes go beyond our Sunday School classes.  We have offered as many as five and no less then three classes on Sundays, as well as Wednesday night Book Study and Thursday night Pastor class.  We averaged about 50 – 60 attendees per week for all of these programs.  Our goal is to see these numbers grow.    In 2008 we want to continue to expand our class offerings to grow our Sunday School program, as well as offer additional programming at the other times of the week.  Another goal for 2008 is to recruit and train additional teachers.     

Covenant Group.   

From 2006 through 2007, we have progressed from three covenant groups to eight covenant groups and we have approximately 85 congregation members participating.  A covenant group is a small group of 4-12 people who meet regularly to create “Christian Community” as they care, support, encourage and pray for one another.  It is a way to know others more intimately by sharing our personal and spiritual life in a way that is not possible in a large group.  Our groups are made up of women only , men & women, and a parenting group.  In 2008 we are interested in expanding these groups  and finding additional members who are interested in leading their own covenant group.  In 2008, the Covenant Group Leadership Team is working to deepen the church’s commitment to the covenant group ministry through additional leadership training and a seminar, under outside leadership to help re-enforce our progress. 

Bible Study Groups.

We presently have three Bible Study Groups: Tuesday Morning Bible Class, Morning Break for Women and Breakfast Bunch for Women.  The Tuesday Morning Class is made up of men and women and averages 25 to 30 attending.  In addition to Bible Study, the groups participate in various outside mission projects, such as Christmas care giving, collecting materials for the Seafarer’s Christmas boxes,  support for the homeless and “senior” support.   

Women’s Ministries.

The Women’s Retreat is an annual Fall event where WPC women enjoy the opportunity to get away for a weekend of spiritual renewal, relaxation and fun.  The attendance has averaged about 50 women and an outside speaker leads the women in a program of self-discovery.  

The Sisters-in-Faith is a unique program that brings women together two at a time to get to know one another over a six to nine month.  There have been 30 to 35 pairs of sisters having the opportunity to develop friendships with each other through the year.  The program has been successful and is searching for ways to continue that success in 2008.

Media and Resource Center.

A program of organizing and redistribution of the Resource Center materials continues.  We have been very successful in getting the children’s books and materials into the Children’s Ministry area.  Closets are getting cleaned out and materials distributed to the proper activity.  WPC, audio visual equipment is in constant use and requires care and feeding in order to be available to meet the demand.  The Resource Center will continue to work with the Audio-Visual Team in 2008 to acquire and maintain equipment to enhance the Christian education experience at WPC.

John Dewey, Elder, Chairman of the Adult Christian Education Ministry

