Youth Ministry Committee

2006 Annual Report
To encounter the loving God, to learn to be faithful followers of Jesus Christ, to share the Good News,

to change the world.


As 2006 began, the Children and Youth Committee was reformed into two new Session committees to bring the necessary focus needed for each of the ministry areas.  The Youth Ministry Committee organized with two support planning teams, with one responsible for the Sr. High youth and the other responsible for the Jr. High youth.
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The committee and each team worked hard to provide a vital and meaningful ministry for the youth at WPC.  Any achievements and successes this past year are the result of the dedication and commitment of many volunteers and parents.  Their willingness to respond and follow God’s call to support the faith journey of our youth is a wonderful gift and the Youth Ministry leadership, as well as the entire Church, is blessed by their presence.
The past year for Youth Ministry involved many exciting opportunities, some that were traditional activities and others that represented new initiatives.
Some of the significant new initiatives were:

· Implemented monthly youth-focused worship service, with music led by Joyful Noyz
· First summer Jr. High Youth Trip, to Mo-Ranch Jr. High Jubilee

· Revised Wednesday program, Connections, for Sr. High youth
Additional accomplishments and activities during the past year were:
Jr. High Youth Ministry

· Sunday School for 13-15 youth

· Weekly PYC year-round for 13-15 youth

· Souper Bowl of Caring mission project 

· Confirmation Class and associated Mentor Program for 15 youth

· Conclaves at Cho-Yeh in the spring

· Summer Wonderful Wednesday program involving college student leaders

· Midnight Madness, the annual youth planning and fellowship kickoff event
· Fall Presbytery-wide Rally at First Presbyterian in Pasadena

· Collected items and packed Seafarer’s Christmas boxes

Sr. High Ministry
· Sunday School for 8-9 youth

· Weekly PYC year-round for 8-9 youth

· Conclaves at Cho-Yeh in the spring

· Mission Trip fund raisers – Super Bowl Sandwiches, Sweetheart Dinner Dance, Baking Brothers, Car Wash
· Mission Trip to Presbyterian Children’s Home in Itasca, Texas in June

· Annual Summer Fellowship and Planning Retreat in July
· 3 PYCC youth representatives, and 1 PYCC adult leader

· Fall Presbytery-wide Rally at Northwoods Presbyterian

Combined Jr. High and Sr. High Ministry
· Musical program “Bow Down” (Music Program offering led by Glenn Foster)

· Youth-wide fellowship activities, such as attending Astros game

· Crop Walk in October

· Attended/supported the Houston Veteran’s Day Parade

· A.D. Player’s presentation of “Rock Nativity”

The committee and teams explored opportunities to expand congregational involvement in, and interaction with, the youth programs and offerings.  As an example, offering a continuation of the Confirmation Mentor program throughout Sr. High is being developed.  Also, the leadership addressed administrative and process needs.  Within this area, the departure of Rev. Ryan Sills resulted in the loss of a good friend to the youth and a staff resource for WPC’s youth ministry.  This loss was addressed by reviewing the functions and needs to support a growing program, and the identification of proposed requirements for a youth staff position.  The formation of an Associate Pastor Nominating Committee (APNC) was a positive, and very tangible, step by the Church in demonstrating its commitment to youth ministry at WPC.
In looking forward, the Youth Ministry Committee is excited by the many possibilities that exist for the growth and development of our youth’s faith, a faith we seek to have them embrace and truly make their own.  To that end, we are all challenged to enable this ministry’s vision so that all of us together might, with God’s gracious guidance, change the world.
Respectfully submitted,

Chuck Moede, Chair

Watson Dupont
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