2006 ADULT EDUCATION ANNUAL REPORT 
God calls us to grow in our life of faith.  Proverbs 1:5 says “let the wise listen and add to their learning, and let the discerning get guidance . . . .”  In 2 Timothy, Paul gave this charge, not only to Timothy, but to us as well:  “But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of . . .”  The Adult Education Ministry Committee of WPC helps bring to life the vision of this church by nurturing and empowering adults to live out their calling to grow in faith.  We do this through classes, Bible studies, women’s ministries, covenant groups, and through resources we provide.

Adult Education Classes:  We believe that learning is a life-long experience and we want to provide this congregation with as many opportunities as possible to learn more about this life of faith that is ours.  We offered over 20 different Sunday School classes this year, as well as some intergenerational programming for special events such as Memorial Day and Independence Day and special seasonal classes for Lent and Advent.  Topics ranged from spirituality to mission to finding balance to the music of U2.  Together we studied the Bible to understand the roots of our faith, we got a first-hand look at covenant groups and how we can live out our faith, and looked at such timely topics as truth and fiction in the Da Vinci Code. We studied what other faiths believe and discussed the biblical understanding of peacemaking.  We didn’t do this all on Sunday, either.  We had a Wednesday night book discussion group, adult programming during Vacation Bible School, and a group that went through the Bible in 90 days!  We average about 50 – 60 adult learners weekly, but we’d love to see this number grow.  There really is something for everyone.  In 2007, we want to continue to expand our class offerings and grow our Sunday School program, as well as offer additional programming at other times of the week, and provide training for new teachers.  
Covenant Groups:  We began 2006 with three active Covenant Groups. Covenant Groups provide Christian fellowship in a context that can deepen their relationship with God through sharing, caring and praying for one another.  As 2006 came to an end, we now have 8 covenant groups with over 80 members participating.  Groups meet weekly, every other week, or monthly.   They all meet in private homes.  We held two trainings for the current leadership in 2006.  In 2007, we hope to continue and expand this ministry.  We are planning an afternoon of training for covenant group membership on Sunday, January 21.   Training is required in order to lead a Covenant group, and it also is valuable for members because the success of a Covenant group depends on the commitment and participation of each member.  From the January training, we hope to have more groups available to meet the needs of those interested in participating.  The Covenant Group Leadership Team hopes to deepen WPC's commitment to this ministry in 2007.  
Resources:  The Resource Team has completed an inventory of all of the books in the library.  The Resource Team continues to try to locate missing books.  WPC’s audio visual equipment is in constant use and requires care in order to be available to meet the demand.  To meet the growing need for presentation of reports, a computer projector (PowerPoint and more) that can be used in daylight was purchased.  A replacement CD player also was obtained.   The Resource Team plans to continue organizing and updating the library and will be working with the Worship Committee and Audio-Visual Team in 2007 to acquire and maintain equipment to enhance the Christian education experience at WPC.

Women’s Ministries

Sisters-in-Faith:  This unique program brings women together two at a time to get to know one another over a six-month period.  A total of 33 pairs of sisters had the opportunity to develop friendship with each other in 2006.  A feature added this year is monthly gatherings for the sisters.  These have been highly successful, and the women have enjoyed meeting other sisters in the program, as well as getting together with their own sisters.  Sisters-in-Faith closed the year with a tea at Pastor Helen’s home.  A new round starts in January 2007.

Women’s Retreat:  This annual event is a highlight in the year for the women of Webster Presbyterian Church.  In 2006, the women returned to Camp Allen in Navasota, Texas, for the second time.  Guest Speaker Mary Marcotte, an Associate General Presbyter in our Presbytery, lead the women in a program of self-discovery.  The gals relaxed together on the beautiful grounds, and had a great time at area festivals and shopping in surrounding towns.  Approximately 50 of WPC’s women enjoyed the opportunity to get away for a weekend of spiritual renewal, relaxation, and fun.  The 2007 Retreat will be held October 12-14 at Camp Allen.  Make your plans NOW to participate in this vital ministry to women. 

Bible Studies

Tuesday Morning:  For many years, this group of 25 – 30 folks have met each Tuesday morning for study, fellowship, and prayer.  In 2006, this group studied some books of the Bible as well as some of the works of Marcus Borg, and a study on Christian care-giving.  They are also involved in service program, collecting materials for the Seafarer’s Christmas boxes, coats and blankets for the homeless, and jars of peanut butter and jelly for the United Campus Ministry program.  This group is also well-known for their love of birthdays as they celebrate the birthdays of their members with food and song!
Lunch Bunch:  As the name implies, the Lunch Bunch gathers for lunch on Tuesdays.  Using the time together as an opportunity to grow deeper in their faith through fellowship, prayer, and study.  This past year we have studied several books, including Having a Mary Heart in a Martha World and The Beatitudes for Today.  
Morning Break:   Meeting on Wednesday mornings, the women of this group participate in 4-8 week studies with a fellowship event at the completion of each study.  In addition to study, the members of this group have become loving, faithful, Christian friends.  We have grown in faith and love through sharing our individual life experiences, whether it be our children, our grandchildren or family and close friends.  This group is also involved in service, and plan to take part in a monthly “senior birthday” event this coming spring where we provide a birthday celebration for area shut-in seniors.  
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