  2024  Worship Arts and Music Team

Summary for Congregational Meeting Yearly Report

The WAM team, early 2024 consisting of Reverend Tom Sharon; Elders Diane Kane, Mary Lawrence, and Jeannette Booher; Musicians Glenn and Geri Foster, Judy Ford; Production Leaders Eric Nielson, Dace Marks, and India Allen. In November 2024 Rev. Todd Williams came on.

Highlights for 2024:

· Lay liturgists assist in worship for 60 percent of the services.  Rev. Dr. Richard Kleiman, Rev. Tom Sharon, and Elder Mary Lawrence assist with preaching duties.  

· WPC partnered with the Carya Quartet for a fifth year of chamber music concerts in our sanctuary.

· The Sanctuary for the Arts is a subsystem of WAM. The vision is to have an art event (sometimes visual art, sometimes music, sometimes theatre) every month as a outreach event.  Assisted living facilities in the area are invited to bring buses and an early evening is planned to accommodate.

Clear Creek Community Theatre rents upstairs classroom space to use for rehearsal and storage space.  

Jan 19  Art Talk “Who are the Least of These?

Feb 2  Organ Recital

Mar 1 Ad Deum Liturgical Dance recital

April 5  Art Talk “False Shepherds”

May 3  Galveston Community Band Concert

June 7  Carya Quartet Concert

July 5  All American Boy Concert—local singer songwriter Jay Williams

Aug 9 Baytown Little Theatre performance “The Guys”

Oct 11 Art Talk “Native Voices: Indigenous Art”

Nov 1 Kennedy Dance Theatre Recital

Dec 6  Clear Creek Community Theatre “The Magic of Dickens”

In July and Sept, SFTA representatives Diane Kane, India Allen and Debra Kendrick-Writer traveled to First Presbyterian Church Hammond LA to work with their newly formed Sanctuary for the Arts initiative.  

· Faith Choir and invited musicians (singers and orchestra) presented Heather Sorenson’s new work, Requiem on Palm Sunday.  John Leavitt’s What Sweeter Music was presented with choir and orchestra on December 15 as our annual Christmas cantata.  It was in a Lessons-and-Carols format with Revs. Todd and Kathy reading the scriptures.
· 8 Choral scholars, and 2 AV scholars were sponsored this year.

· Christmas Eve service was in-person at 5 pm.  It was family-friendly service. Rev. Kathy Sebring and Mary Lawrence conducted a “longest night “service on December 20, 2024.

TECHNICAL MINISTRY: WAM began discussion of the need/desire to possibly hire a Tech Lead in 2025.  Areas of possible responsibility would possibly include:
· Weekly worship AV Needs, as well as special events

· Video Production

· Website Cura􀆟on

This would require someone with desire, time, wherewithal, and, most importantly, audio expertise. Currently, we labeled and lumped EVERY single technical requirement into “AV.” Because of that, we have never been able to easily identify the full scope of what actually needs to be done around WPC. 

Areas of work identified:
I. Actual AV – Sound, Ligh􀆟ng & Video (as required) for WPC events. Work in the booth, train & schedule volunteers for worship as well as extra WPC events like weddings, funerals, receptions, and programs in fellowship hall. A separate conversation would need to be had for guest or outside events. This would be a part time employee, not a scholar.
II. Video Production – Getting the live events to distribution (like YouTube). This is what India does now.
III. Website Curator – Self-explanatory… we think.
Here are some more 2024 highlights

· WPC had 57 worship services

· We helped with 13 memorials services

These people used their time to help WAM during the year.
· Dennis Weahner did several things for us in lead direction: communion servers, ushers, pew back work
· Kristy Russell: changed paraments throughout the year.

· There are about 6 people who said they would help on the fall Time/Talent sheets, and hope they can be plugged into where they want to help.

