WPC Earth Care Team Minutes – Feb. 09, 2024
When: 7:00PM at Anya’s house and via Zoom
Attendees: Anya Ezhevskaya, Brenda and Ralph Faxel (via zoom), Kim Kinzler, Joe and Jeanette Schwarz, and Jean Zophy
Ralph opened with a prayer.

Sharing/Other:
Applied for our 7th year as a Earth Care Congregation!
Frontier Box Muriel – On hold
Mission wants to provide drinking water (i.e. no bottles) for the food pantry.  Teams’ thoughts: need to treat like a public water fountain (i.e. cleanliness and auto shut-off), wonder if and where homeless get water from other public areas, and consider freeze precautions.  Earth Care can help with recommendations but not interested in helping implement.       
Native plant sales:                                                                                                                                                        1) Native Plant Society (NPSOT) at UHCL EIH: April 05 and 06                                                                             2) Galveston County Master Gardeners: TBA 
3) Native milkweed available at the ‘old’ Friendswood Hardware Store
Joe gave an update from the Colby May Audit of The Woodlands Church.  Key points:                                 1) 30% of energy wasted from HVAC due to occupant behavior, 2) Need a 5 to 6 Deg F Dead Band between heating and Cooling set points. 3) Phantom Power can add up from items plugged in and using “standby power” when turned off, for example: TVs, printers, coffee makers, phone chargers, microwaves, etc.
BAYCAP group (Bay Area Community Advisory Panel to Petrochemical Plants) is having their February meeting at Clear Lake Presbyterian on Feb. 28 at 6:00 (Food starts at 5:15 pm).  The topic will be "Safety and Emergency Response in Truck & Rail Transportation of Hazardous Materials. “  After the rail incident last year in Ohio, how would that type of incident be handled here.  Registration is required and contact Joe Schwarz if interested in how to sign up.

At the April 5th Art Talk, Earth Care wants to advertise about our upcoming Earth Day events.  Need: Handouts and Sign-up sheets (by Brenda), Board to advertise Events in the Narthex (Kim found and has the board), team present at the event: Anya, Kim, Jean and Joe and Jeanette, and to hang-up our big Earth Care sign.
Anya asked, ‘let’s think about how to help other churches in our presbytery to become Earth Care Congregations?’ 
Earth Day Celebration Event Planning
· Exploration Green: Guided Nature Walk:  On March 16, start with Anthea Guest’s talk at the Java Owl at 8:30 organized by Anya.  Then starting around 9:30 two guided tours: a slower family with children option and an adults tour organized by Ralph.  Without overloading our guides, consider ways to invite other communities via Diane Kane with the Clear Lake forum, or other selective churches like: Clear Lake Presby, Unitarian Universalists, Clear Lake Islamic Center, etc.  
· Kayaking: Bay Area Park on March 30. Kayaking starting at 9:00 and lunch at 11:30, with cookies provided. Contact Anya to let her know you are coming.
· McWhirter plant workshop: Plant workshop for Makers Eve event TBA; Brenda coordinating with Judy Brown.
· Liturgy for Earth Day service, April 21, planning by Jean.
· Earth Day Celebration: On April 21, with a vegetarian luncheon and Solar Panel Party, with a guest speaker coordinated by Ralph.
· WPC Pollinator workshop with speaker:  On April 27 from 10:30 to 12:00 by Brenda and Phyllis, with Brenda coordinating guest speaker on native plants.
Other 2024 plans:
· Fall camping trip in Oct/Nov.
WPC Green Items
On-going activities:
· Replacing key light switches with occupancy motion switches: newly Installed motion activated light fixture in closet, rm090, under the stairs. - Ralph
· Smart Thermostats:  James order five new thermostats for Sanctuary use.  Don and Ross have begun installing them. - Don  
New Activities to investigate:
· Use of recycled toilet paper: The current toilet paper dispenser uses the standard house hold inner diameter.   The Bucket recycled toilet paper requires replacement of the dispensers.  The challenge is to find a good and cost effective option which has the standard household inner diameter.  And that is a double or triple roll which does not have to been changed as quickly and Liz can then re-order it in bulk on-line.    
· Electric water heaters: Reviewing cost effectiveness for programmable timers for Sanctuary (contact Deacons) and/or Fellowship Hall (contact Jennifer Carr). 
· Rain Barrels: Let’s consider re-painting the rain barrel by the sanctuary.
Movie Night:
· Movie title is by David Attenbourgh, “A Life on Our Planet” for Friday, Feb. 23 at 7PM.  Ralph and Brenda to help with Popcorn.  Need help with drinks and set-up.
· “Migration” the movie now on digital.
Garden Sharing (second Sunday dates with Early Riser Breakfast) 

Feb. 11 – Kim
March 10 – Debbie
April 14 - Anya

Budget: 
Our 2024 annual budget is $400.  

Education Item:
Jean showed us wonderful Alaska pictures from her trip around Glacier Bay and Denali.
Next Meeting
The next Earth Care meeting is Thursday, March 21 at Jean’s home at 7PM, with the option to join by Zoom.
Future Educational Items
With the many actives in the Springtime let us forgo the Education Item until May.
May - TBD
June - TBD
August - TBD


Recycling Schedule (Changing back to monthly – also picking up some recycling from Fellowship kitchen)

To inform Liz that it’s ok to recycle envelopes with windows as well as cardboard, but not shredded paper or similar cut strips from the paper cutter.  Also, forward to Liz the recycling scheduled for whom will be picking up each month.

January – Joe
February – Jean
March – Cathy
April - Anya

Watering Schedule
· Add cover plants when having freezing conditions (i.e. particularly the hibiscus) 
· Schedule: (Note that Week 1 begins with the first Sunday of the month)
· Week 1 – Kim  (Team as backup)  
· Week 2 – Jean (Debbie is backup)
· Week 3 – The Faxels (Team is backup)
· Week 4 – The Schwarzs (Phyllis is backup)
· Week 5 – The Allens (Anya is backup)

Anya closed the meeting with a prayer.
