WPC Earth Care Team Minutes – February 09, 2023 
When:  Via Zoom at 7:00PM
Attendees: Cathy Black, Brenda and Ralph Faxel, Kim Kinzler, Debbie Masden, Joe and Jeanette Schwarz, and Jean Zophy

Ralph opened with a prayer.

Sharing/Other
· “Wings over Water” was a great movie to see after our Butterfly Garden fix-up day on Feb. 04th.
· Nassau Bay is dedicating four Moon Trees on Feb. 10th and 11th.  For details and to attend please register: https://www.nassaubay.com/711/Moon-Tree-Launch
· Cathy Black told us about “Washed Ashore” beach sculptures made of recycled beach trash from the Oregon coast viewable at locations around Galveston Island through March 08th. https://s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com/visit-galveston/images/02-events/special-events/Washed-Ashore/Washed-Ashore-Brochure.pdf?mtime=20221220124128&focal=none
· Joe saw Sandhill Cranes south of Alvin.
Earth Day Planning:
a) Hold a guided nature stroll along Exploration Green to look at birds and plants along the pathway on March 25th at 9AM.  Ralph is working on a Master Naturalist Guide.  Need a Constant Contact.   
b) The Earth Day campout date is March 31-April 02 at Lake Somerville Birch Creek State Park.  Tent camp reservations made for sites 39, 40, 46-48 with event details to follow by Anya.  RV campers are making their own reservations.  Need a Constant Contact.   
c) Presbyterian Women’s Organization speaker/presentation on April 22 at Pines Presbyterian Church.  Brenda, Debbie, Phyllis and Jean are creating a short presentation on sharing our Earth Care journey along with the team’s input.  Use presentation at our own WPC Earth Day event too.
d) Cindy Howard talks about the importance of Ecology at WPC Earth Day event April 23 after worship with details to follow by Brenda.  Cathy to check with Jennifer about a lite vegetarian lunch.  Need a Constant Contact.   
e) April 02nd  WPC Moon Tree One year celebration!  On April 09 gather by our Sycamore Moon Trees after Early Riser breakfast for a photo to recognize our first year of growth.  The trees have doubled in height.  Need a Constant Contact.   
f) Pollinator workshop for our congregation on May 06 from 1:00 to 2:00PM, and currently working have a duplicate presentation at McWhirter elementary school on a M, Tu, Th evening with presenters need to fill-out online CCISD volunteer form for a background check. Need a Constant Contact.   
g) Select past Earth Day “God in Nature” video from 2018 for our upcoming Earth-Day presentation. Education videos from 2021 are already on our website.
h) Follow-up with Joe and see if we want to continue in 2023 as a member of Presbyterians for Earth Care?  Review costs and Interfaith Power and Light as an alternative.
i) Frontier Utility box update –   on hold till after Earth Day celebrations.
j) Establish a new role as Earth Care PR Coordinator to help inform the church with what we are doing through Constant Contacts, bulletins, our EC website, and church EC calendar, etc., with event organizers providing the content.   Jeanette will lead this initial Earth Care PR Coordinator position.

Movie night date:
The Wild and Scenic Film Festival is not scheduled for Houston in 2023, other options? https://wildandscenicfilmfestival.org/events/
Budget:
· Earth Care 2023 budget request $450 from $300.  Confirming budget per Session approved budget on Feb. 02nd.
Educational Item:
Jean led an informed discussion about “9 Ways Vegetarian Diets Help Save the Planet”.  With animals bred for meat, they produce more climate change emissions than all forms of transportation put together.  You do not have to go all or nothing but can try a meatless Monday or Impossible Meat options.    

Garden Sharing: (second Sunday dates with Early Riser Breakfast):  					 future dates: Feb. 12th, March 12th, April 09th (Easter), May 14th (Mother’s Day), June 11 
Garden Sharing Schedule
· Feb - Kim
· March - Debbie and Phyllis
· April - Jeanette
· May - The Schwarzs
· June  - The Faxels
Next Meeting:
· March meeting dates: Thursday, March 09th at 7PM.
Future Educational Items:
· March – Brenda (present draft of PWO slide talk)
· April – focus on Earth Day planning
Recycling Schedule: (changing back to monthly) - also picking up some from Fellowship kitchen.
· March - Cathy
· April  - Kim and Debbie
· May - Joe
Watering Schedule
· Cover plants when having freezing conditions (i.e. particularly the hibiscus) 
· Schedule: (Note that Week 1 begins with the first Sunday of the month)
· Week 1 – Kim  (Team as backup)  
· Week 2 – Jean (Debbie is backup)
· Week 3 – The Faxels (Allens are backup)
· Week 4 – The Schwarzs (Phyllis is backup)
· Week 5 – Cathy (Anya is backup)

Debbie closed us in prayer. 

Team’s calendar look ahead:
	January: 
	1) Consider buying early-bird tickets for Wild & Scenic Film Festival held in Feb. 2023-TBD.
2) Check-in with RV campers about reserving RV sites for Earth Day Camping Trip.
3) Earth Care team annual report to session.

	February:
	Earth Care re-certification application to Presby by Feb. 15th.

	March:
	

	April:
	Earth Day presentations.  Spring Campout

	May:
	

	June:
	

	July: 
	

	August:
	1) Submit Earth Care budget for next year

	September
	1)  Fall workday – focus rain barrels

	October: 
	1) Discuss Earth Day Theme and Plans
2) Kayak trip

	November:
	Select Spring Campout location

	December:
	1) Christmas Bird count
2) Earth Care Christmas Party!



