WPC Earth Care Team Meeting Minutes – February 10, 2022
When:           Via Zoom at 7PM
Attendees:   Brenda and Ralph Faxel, Kim Kinzler, Joe and Jeanette Schwarz, Anya Ezhevskaya, Phyllis Koenig.
Brenda opened the meeting with prayer.
Other/Sharing
· Phyllis told us about ordering plants through the Texas Master Gardner organization Feb. 11-12 from noon to noon via https://store.galvestonmg.org
· Brenda sent out a link from Jessica Maudlin with Presbytery that UCC is offering a webinar Mar 23, 2022 at 12:00 with author Douglas Tallamy on faith communities restoring nature through habitat restoration:  https://bit.ly/RestoreNature
· On Jan. 23rd completed the application for 2021 reporting to continue us as an Earth Care congregation.  
· Please let us know if Brenda’s email on Tuesday, Feb. 08, with the zoom link for Thursday’s meeting was not readable.
Movie Night
Joe set-up Friday, March 25, at 7 PM as the planned date for the first movie “Kiss the Ground.”  The viewing will be in the Meeting room or possibly outside if the weather is good and logistics work.  This movie night is dependent on current COVID protocols.  
Movie options:  
· “Kiss the Ground” 			   (2020) 1 hr 24 min
· “Biggest Little Farm” 			   (2018) 1hr 31 min 	
· “Happening: A Clean Energy Revolution”  (2017) 1 hr 11 min
· trailers on this link:  https://www.interfaithpowerandlight.org/host-a-movie-screening/?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=c833a54d-5eb3-4bd3-a7c9-9d0382d485c6
Action: Joe to review church calendar and offer date recommendations.   
Camping Trip
Kim reserved a group camping site for $200 at Stephen F. Austin (~75 miles) for April 22-24, 2022.  The cost for two nights is $30/family.
· RV’ers to make their own spot reservations.   
· Extend invite to former WPC members who have moved west to the Hill Country.
· Communication in the February Newsletter, putting event info in the bulletin, and about one month prior prepare Constant Contact announcement.
· Kim noted that no ranger hike is scheduled.
Activities for the weekend - possible lead:
· Photo scavenger hunt - Brenda
· Bird hike – Ralph
· ‘Leave No Trace’ – Leo
· Leaf Rubbings - ?
· Bring your funnest outdoor games - all
·  Sunday School: Liturgical Meditation with photography  – Anya
· Worship – Jean and Kim
Action: To all, coordinate church communications and event ideas.
Solar Panel Update
Joe contacted Energy Sage which brings installation contractors and customers together and through Collective Sun providing lease/financing and maintenance to us for 6 years.  Ed Tobia sent in useage information.  Joe and the team are reviewing this comparative offer with the existing Covenant Solar proposal.  
Action:   The Solar Panel team is reviewing multiple system providers and to discuss the selected financer/installer contract details with Campus Management, Mission and Finance committees before going to Session for project approval.
Moon Tree 
(Apollo 14 Astronaut Stuart Roosa took tree seeds into space in 1971; these are the second-generation seeds from the original ‘Moon Tree’ seeds.)
Tree options: 
· Loblolly Pine – tall with max height 125 ft at ~2ft/year
· American Sycamore – Bushy with max heght 100 ft
Phyllis noted from the Texas Master Gardner website Mid-November to late February is the best time to plant a tree in SE Texas.  Phyllis is now leading the Garden Keepers team.
In discussion, we could plant one of each.  As we are getting close to the end of planting time, we could make it part of the Kirkin’ o’ the Tartan next Fall.
Actions:  To all, see if/what other committees are interested? Ralph to follow up with Keith. 
Earth Day Celebration
· Looking into having a couple of speakers (i.e. via zoom) and a workshop around Earth Day, April 21, 2022.
1) Speaker ideas are:
· Houston Native Plants on April 21, by Rowena McDermid
· Director of the short film about the local Attwater’s Prairie Chickens (i.e. grouses at NASA) date TBA
2) Workshop: make a pollinator container garden Saturday, April 09 1:30 to 2:30.
· Jean and Kim are working with WAM for Earth Day service and would like to keep the date, April 24, which is close to Earth Day.
· Earth Care team to sell Earth Day signs on April 10th for $10. This is information on our Implementation.  Per Kim the session approved on Nov. 19, 2019, this previous motion from the Earth Care Team:  
In anticipation of Earth Day 2020, which will be the 50th anniversary of Earth Day, the Earth Care Team moves that the Session approve the purchase (online) and sale at cost (rounded up to the nearest dollar) for 50 yard signs that WPC members would put in their yard the week before the celebration inviting neighbors to “Join us at Webster Presbyterian Church.”  The signs will not have a specific date, but will say “this Sunday,” which will make them reusable for many years to come.  Info to be printed on the signs: Webster Presbyterian Church, invitation to join us for Earth Day, Earth Care Certified Congregation logo, WPC Vision Statement, WPC address/website.
Educational Item 
 	Kim led us in an inspiring talk about a book “Simply Sustainable” by Lilly Cameron.  Only 9% of plastic is recycled.  Kim review the five Rs:  1) Refuse: refuse a straw or silverware, 2) Reduce: buy less stuff. 3) re-use, 4) re-cycle: change buying habits of no freezer box cartoons and wrapping paper with foil etc. ‘No wish-cycling’ 5) Rot: utilize compost waste.
Next Meeting(s)
· March 04 at 7PM
· April 07 at 8PM (later time to not overlap with Deacon’s meeting).
Future Educational Items
· March - Debbie
· April - Cathy
· May - Ralph
Recycling Schedule (changing back to monthly)
· February - Faxels
· March - Koenigs
· April - Kim  
· May - Schwarz
Watering Schedule
· Add cover plants when having freezing conditions (i.e. particularly B.C.’s hibiscus) 
· Schedule: (Note that Week 1 begins with the first Sunday of the month)
· Week 1 – Kim (Team as backup.)  
· Week 2 – Jean (Debbie is backup)
· Week 3 – The Faxels (Cathy is backup)
· Week 4 – The Schwarzs (Phyllis is backup)
· Week 5 – The Allens (Anya is backup)
Ralph closed us with a prayer.
