WPC Criteria for COVID – Status Update Only
Considerations in Progress…
1. Continue to follow the previous criteria approved by Session including the following… Await in person Sanctuary Worship until the TMC criteria are all “under control” including reproduction rate under 1.0 for 2 weeks, covid test positivity below 5% for 2 weeks, and new covid cases for the greater Houston area below 200 per day for 2 weeks.
1. Technology will need to be in place to allow for in person worship and also for recording worship for youtube.  It is expected that the tech needed will be ready in about 2 months.
1. Continue to follow Texas and CDC guidance for masking, social distancing…
1. Worship would provide Ushers to check congregants relative to COVID and to seat them and escort out for exiting.
1. During worship, there is no congregational singing
1. Provide for separation of Choral Scholars and AV Scholars from the Congregation
1. The Office is closed and not available for Congregation use.
1. During worship, no nursery is provided.
1. Session has supported the use of the WPC Campus for WPC groups to meet and for community groups to meet as long as the protocols for COVID checks, logging, and a WPC liaison are followed.
Prior Criteria Supported by Session…
COVID-19 impact to our area needs to be “under control” before we open for in person Worship.  The measurements to indicate “control” and the Houston area current status are published by the Texas Medical Center.  See the Criteria and Status below.
CRITERIA R(t)
R(t): Effective Reproduction Rate for the Greater Houston MSA. R(t) measures how effective our collective behaviors (e.g., mask wearing and social distancing) are in slowing the growth of the virus. It is the average number of people who become infected by one infectious person.. If R(t) is above 1.0, the virus spread is increasing. If R(t) is below 1.0, the virus spread is slowing. Community Control is indicated when R(t) is less than 1.0 for 15 days.
Current Status: 0.93, Criteria Met
CRITERIA Test Positivity Rate
A low positivity rate may indicate declining spread of the virus. Community Control is indicated when the Positivity Rate is <5% for 14 days.
Current Status: 5.3%, 0 days below 5%, Criteria Not Met
CRITERIA: New Cases 
COVID-19 new cases per day for Houston/Harris County are high vs an “under control” level of 200 cases per day.
Current Status: 760, Criteria Not Met
See below for TMC and County webpages
Session has previously supported campus use for WPC groups or outside group up to 20 people and for Memorial Services up to 60 persons.  Current examples of facilities use are Saturday recording, Sunday Worship, Men’s Group Mission Project, and Family Promise.  Other outside groups are not currently using WPC facilities.   
A newsletter item will be added to the April newsletter which highlights the above COVID plan items.
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TMC KEY TAKEAWAYS FOR MARCH 22, 2021

Effective * The R(t) for the Greater Houston Area (9-county MSA) s 0.93¢
1) Reproduction — Ifthis is above 1.0, it means the virus spread is increasing. Compared to:
Rate, R(t) — Last week, R(t) was 1.0 for Greater Houston Area

* The current 7-day average COVID-19 testing positivity rate is 5.3% for TMC hospital systems. Compared to:
Testing — Last week?: 5.6%

older cases recently reported as of yesterday. Compared to:

New cases — Last week: 942 new cases/day

— Last month: 930 new cases/day

* Yesterday, TMC admitted 96 new COVID-19 patients in TMC hospital institutions*. Compared to:
4 ) Hospitalizations — Last week: 140 hospitalizations/day
— last ith: 172 hospitalizations/d:

) ICU capacity Yesterday, TMC’s ICU Phase 1 (non-pandemic configurations) was 98% full.

* As of yesterday, 1,055,492 doses have been administered by TMC institutions; 476,819 people have been fully vaccinated.

1. hitps//sph.uth.edu/dept/bads/covid 19 dashboard
2. Source: X Heslth and Human Service (nipe://dshe texas gov/coronsvirus/Additions Dsts sspx

3. Testing positivty charts from the TMC hospita systams have been added o the dally metics,inadditon to the charts presented from the Texas Department of State Health Services data for the Greater Houstan Area Values from the most recent week may be updated 25
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COVID-19 Indicator: New Cases: Total

Estimate: Harris County New COVID-19 Cases as of Mon Mar 22 2021
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Indicator Thresholds: Greater than 400 new cases/day: Red, Greater than 200 new cases/day in Harris County,
including the City of Houston: Orange, Greater than 100 new cases/day: Yellow. Data from Harris County Public
Health and the Houston Health Department.
Additional Note: Due to backlogged cases that have increased over time due to delays in test reporting, missing
information, and lags in processing we have now updated metrics involving case counts to only include cases
that have specimen collection dates within 14 days of the date of reporting.
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