January 28, 2018
WPC Sanctuary

The Session of Webster Presbyterian Church (WPC) convened the Annual Meeting of the Congregation on Sunday, January 28, 2018, for the purposes of:
· receiving the 2017 staff reports and Session annual ministry committee reports;

· receiving the 2017 financial report and reviewing the 2018 annual budget; and

· voting to approve the associate pastor and senior pastor Terms of Call (TOCs).

The meeting was called to order by Moderator Pastor Keith Uffman at 11:15 a.m.   

The Clerk to Session declared a quorum.  
Pastor Keith led the group in an opening prayer.

Clerk Melisa Ferguson shared with the congregation that an electronic version of the staff reports, Session ministry committee reports, and membership report would be available on the internal WPC website following the meeting.  Online viewing was encouraged to save paper and printing costs.  A copy of the package is appended hereto.

Treasurer Jimmy Spivey reviewed the church financial performance in 2017 and the Congregation received the Treasurer’s report. 

Treasurer Jimmy Spivey presented the 2018 operating budget, previously approved by Session, contingent upon the approval of the Terms Of Call (TOCs) for the senior pastor and associate pastor. 

Ruling Elder Kevin Snowden stepped in to moderate the meeting while Treasurer Jimmy Spivey discussed the proposed TOC for associate pastor.  The Congregation approved a motion to accept the TOC for Associate Pastor Helen P. DeLeon for 2018.
Treasurer Jimmy Spivey then discussed the proposed TOC for senior pastor and head of staff.  The Congregation approved a motion to accept the TOC for Senior Pastor and Head of Staff Keith A. Uffman for 2018.

The purpose of the meeting having been accomplished, Pastor Helen DeLeon led the congregation in a closing prayer and the meeting was adjourned at 11:30 a.m.

Respectfully Submitted,
Melisa Ferguson
Clerk to Session
2018 Annual Congregational Meeting

January 28, 2017

Pastor Report for 2017

Session Committee Reports for 2017
Clerk’s Membership Report for 2017
Webster Presbyterian Church

Annual Report for 2017: Rev. Helen P. DeLeon

The year 2017 will go down in history as one of great challenge and tremendous response. Harvey upended many lives, as homes, churches, organizations, and businesses dealt with flooded spaces and loss of material goods. People across the region responded with compassionate generosity, and the people of the Webster Presbyterian community of faith responded as it always does—with heart, hands, and pocketbook. From helping muck out First Presbyterian Dickinson Church to donating dollars and goods to help the people who depended on that community and the non-profit organization next door to helping clean out many houses, for our members, our neighbors, and many we did not know to continuing your gracious generosity by jumping on Fuller reconstruction teams and/or preparing a meal for the volunteers who are pouring in to help us rebuild—you responded with hearts of love and kindness.

In the midst of all the uncertainty, we continued our ministries of worship, nurture, care, mission, and fellowship—never missing a beat. As we look to the future, we are stretching ourselves to understand evangelism as an act of extending an invitation to come along side us to, as Keith says, “Do beautiful things for God together.” We also are working to change our lens in order to change our world. These are good and noble efforts. As we move into 2018, I pray that we will actively seek to discern God’s will, open our hearts and minds to the movement of the Holy Spirit, and, indeed, go forth into the world to create a place where people of every sort can gather to worship God, learn together, and become the Kingdom of God.

Many new adventures await us!

In Christ’s love,

Rev. Helen P. DeLeon

ADULT MINISTRIES
2017 Annual Report
The Adult Ministries of Webster Presbyterian Church consists of:

· Adult Sunday Morning Education: Quizzicals, Meeting Room Classes and Active Parenting/Godly Parents;

· Other Than Sunday Morning Adult Education: Wayward Walkers, Joy Connection, Morning Break, Women’s Bible Study; 
· Men’s Discussion Group,

· Women’s Retreat, 
· Sisters in Faith, 
· Covenant Groups,
· Care Classes,
· Library, and  

· Wellness classes.
The combined total participation exceeded 3660 in total attendance for the year 2017.  Please note that not included in number are Care Classes, Covenant Groups, Library & some of wellness.

Adult Sunday Education

The Quizzicals meet in the Parlor prior to Worship on Sunday Mornings and is led by Pastor Keith and Tony Le Cara. Topics discussed: “Elements of a Revival of Religion in the 21st Century”, “Atheism and Religion”, “Healing the Political Divide” and “The Heart of Christianity”. 
The Meeting Room classes on Sunday mornings were led by Ed Tobia, John Dewey, and Dan Walker. Classes held: “Wrestling With the Bible” (Adam Hamilton), “Last Seven Words of Jesus” (Adapted texts from Father James Martin’s Book), “Engaging the Prophets in Contemporary Culture” (Walter Brueggemann Program), “Moses – In the Footsteps of the Reluctant Prophet” (Adam Hamilton), “The Call-The Life and Message of the Apostle Paul” (Adam Hamilton)
The Active Parenting/ Godly Parents group is led by Mary Helen Uffman and is a structured Christian focused parenting program with a wide variety of topics discussed.

Other Than Sunday Morning Adult Education 
2017 had a variety of study groups meeting at WPC outside the Sunday morning hours:

· Tuesday morning “Joy Connection”, 
· Wednesday “Morning Break” studied: “Finding Balance: Loving God with Heart and Soul, Mind and Strength” by Becca Stevens, “My Story, My Song” by Lucimarian Roberts, “Jeremiah: Daring to Hope in an Unstable World” by Melissa Spoelstra, and “Thoughtful Christian Advent Study 2017”

· Wednesday evening Bible Study led by Pastor Keith, 
· Thursday evening Women’s Bible Studies led by Kathy Dixon studied: “Set Apart” by Jessica LaGrone, “Jeremiah – Daring to Hope in an Unstable World” by Melissa Spoelstra, “Numbers – Learning Contentment in a Culture of More” by Melissa Spoelstra, “Entrusted – A Study of 2 Timothy” by Beth Moore and “Daniel” by Beth Moore
· An off-site Sunday night “Wayward Walkers” led by Pastor Helen. 

Other Educational Opportunities

Guest Speakers and WPC members were part of an educational series held in the Meeting Room on the topic of Immigration in May 2017.

Rev. Dr. Rob Weingartner, the Executive Director of PCUSA Outreach Foundation, offered a class and sermon on October 1, 2017.

The Good Reads Wine and Cheese Book Club met every other month to engage in lively discussions of books of different genres. These gatherings were held at the Uffman and Rorrer residences.  Books discussed: Learning to Walk in the Dark by Barbara Brown Taylor (Jan), Becoming Wise: An Inquiry into the Art & Mystery of Living by Krista Tippett (Mar), Wearing God: Clothing, Laughter, Fire and Other Overlooked Ways of Meeting God by Laura Winner (May), The Alphabet of Grace by Frederick Beuchner (July), The Great Spiritual Migration: How the World’s Largest Religion is Seeking a Better Way to Be Christian by Brian D. McLaren (Sept) and A Same Kind of Different As Me by Ron Hall & Denver Moore (Nov). 
WPC members attended several Interfaith Dinner Dialogue events.   A variety of other interfaith opportunities in the community were offered in 2017 as well.

The Lent and Advent Devotional Series produced by Biola University Center for Christianity, Culture and Arts were made available to all online. 

Men’s Group

The Men’s Discussion Group is a discussion and storytelling group that focuses on male spirituality and other topics.  This group meets on Wednesday mornings and is led by Pastor Keith.

Women’s Retreat
Forty-eight women attended our retreat entitled “Joy in the Journey” held at Trinity Pines Conference Center in Trinity, TX the weekend of February 17-19, 2017.  It was led by Ann Wilson along with music leader Mary Jane Jones.  It was a weekend filled with fellowship, fun, renewal, and blessings. 
Sisters in Faith

The Sisters in Faith Ministry pairs women for a nine-month term. This group meets once a month in a variety of local restaurants for a meal, friendship, fellowship and prayer.  It’s a wonderful way to get to know the women of WPC.

Covenant Groups  
Several groups (hosted by Kathy Braeuer, Diane Kane, and Elizabeth Stoltz) meet weekly or monthly in the group host home.  Our covenant groups have been meeting regularly for over six years.  The groups share friendship and caring as well as taking time to study God’s word using various books and study series.

Care Classes 

These classes include Grief Share, Free from Anxiety class, and Powerful Tools for Caregivers.
Library  

Our library is located in Bassett Parlor, and contains an excellent collection of theological, historical, social, and church-related books.  Please contact the Adult ministries team if you are interested in working in your WPC library.
Wellness
WPC launched our Wellness Series in 2016 and has continued in 2017.  Attendees participated in the Wellness through Movement, Yoga, and Tai Chi classes.  

Respectfully Submitted, Elders Michael Cooper and Tony Le Cara

Communications Committee
Annual Report 2017

The accomplishments of the Communications Committee for 2017 are as follows:

The creation of advertisements of church services and the creation of articles of the numerous church activities were submitted to the Houston Community newspapers, Galveston Daily news, and to the Bay Area Houston magazine.

The monthly newsletter was creation of the articles submission by members of the congregation or by creation of the articles by the team describing the numerous church activities, events, and church services. 

Respectively Submitted,

Susan Stearns

Ruling Elder and Committee Chair

Communications Committee members: Maureen Bigueras, Jeanne Camp, Helen DeLeon, staff liaison; Coco Motley, Judy Ota, Susan Stearns, Anne Waehner, and Dennis Waehner.

2017 Board of Deacons Report

In 2017 the Board of Deacons reduced the size of the board from 18 to 15 members.  The number of meetings were also reduced to meeting every other month rather than each month.  They corporately grieved the loss of their fellow Deacon Will Powers in 2017 and they continue to miss his presence.  Deacons grew in their faith by participating in praying for and blessing church members during Sunday services and took communion to shut-ins.

A new class of Deacons was installed in February and they participated in Leadership Training in March.  Meetings were held every other month with a two month hiatus during the summer.  With fewer scheduled meetings they found that although this was nice, it was difficult to keep up with signing up for various Deacon duties.   They also found that they missed the cohesion of the group with this schedule.  A positive was that Helen DeLeon led a spiritual leadership training at each meeting.  As described by the Deacon Board Moderator, this was both uncomfortable and enlightening.

When the number of Deacons decreased to 15 a reconfiguration of Deacon Zones was needed.  The Deacons were resilient with the changes and made it their task to get to know the new families in their zones and helping out in times of need with food, transportation and a ready ear.  Most church families were contacted by their Deacon after Harvey.

Deacons continued in 2017 with their regular duties including preparing the Communion Elements, keeping the baskets in the ICU waiting room at Methodist St John filled with donated snacks and toiletries, coordinating receptions for Memorial services and assisting with Sunday Services, blood drives and special meetings when requested.

In 2017 the Board of Deacons participated in the celebration of life for six families who had lost a loved one, by coordinating receptions for Memorial services.  They were greatly appreciative of the family of faith at WPC who stepped up to assist with food, set-up and take down.  

The Deacons were honored to serve during three special services: two services of Reaffirmation of Baptism and a service of Healing and Wholeness.  Deacons also assisted with set-up, sign-in, and snacks for the Presbyterian Women’s Spring Gathering and a Mental Health 101 training seminar.

Our Deacons are a valuable and wonderful group of people who are dedicated to serving the members of WPC by remaining in contact with their zone members and passing on news of upcoming events.  They look forward to serving again in 2018 and alongside new Deacons under the leadership of Pastor Helen and Deacon Board Moderator Jimm Cooper.
Campus Management Annual Report for 2017

CAMPUS MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP: Chair – Ken Thompson, Elder;–; Additional members: Jimm Cooper, Melisa Ferguson, Jennifer Carr, Elder; Beth Frohme, Sue Thompson, Carole Kloves, along with several members who work on the gardens monthly.

· CONTRACT PROJECTS: CMC hired contractors to perform the following:

· Replacement of the parking lot lights with LED fixtures(started in late Dec 2016)
· HVAC maintenance to the admin building and repair to the Sanctuary A/C units 

· Roof repairs on Admin, Sanctuary, and Ed Wing.  

· Carpet cleaning in Sanctuary and parts of Admin.  

· Plumbing repairs to Admin.  

· New smoke detection and enunciation system (Admin/Ed building and Sanctuary.)  

· Strip & Wax Fellowship Hal land Bouton Hall floors.

MAJOR WORK PROJECTS: CMC completed the following major projects in 2017: 

· Repaired ceilings in classrooms and repainted

· Installed patio for free library

· Re-lamped Fellowship Hall

· Replaced external Sanctuary lights with LEDs

· Improved lighting around walkways 

· Reviewed and adjusted the cleaning contract; this is ongoing.

· Performed a total of two campus cleanup days… yard work, painting, carpentry and electrical work all done by volunteers.

· Several volunteers, led by Beth Frohme, gathered monthly as a part of CMC to work in the gardens around the campus to keep everything looking nice.

BASIC WORK PROJECTS: CMC completed the following routine projects:

· Replaced diffusers, fixtures and ceiling tiles in Bouton Hall. 

· Replaced the lamps in the Sanctuary lighting system, multiple times.

· Shampooed carpets in the office area and the main hallway.

MAJOR PROJECTS PLANNED FOR 2018: CMC is planning or is considering the following items:

· Replacement of the lighting system in the Sanctuary

· Replace lighting fixtures for the Education wing classrooms.

· Several interior and exterior wall repairs

· Bouton Hall Light Fixture replacement.

· Fellowship Hall Roof replacement or major repair. 

· Multiple repairs associated with the Building repair Drive.

CMC wishes to thank all the many volunteers and team members that contributed time, skill and labor throughout the year. I would especially like to thank Melisa Ferguson, Jimm Cooper, and Jennifer Carr for sharing the work load during the year.
Respectfully submitted,

Elder Ken Thompson

2017 Fellowship Committee Annual Report

Webster Presbyterian Church

January 2018

The goal of the Fellowship team is to provide the congregation a time to connect in life outside of Worship Services and Sunday School.  Having this time set aside to meet people new to the church as well as visiting with other members and old friends is important and gives everyone the opportunity to really get to know each other and share experiences.  

Our Fellowship team stayed busy in 2017:

· Held three potluck dinners this year in Fellowship Hall; March, Lunar Communion, & last Sunday before Christmas.
· Prepared & cooked for annual Shrimp Boil – the only remaining Mariner’s event.  Shrimp Boil held at Clear Lake Park in October 

· Set up and decorate, plan & cook annual Thanksgiving dinner in FH; approx. 140 members and guests

· Donated $450(from Wednesday Night Thanksgiving dinner) to ICM food pantry to buy turkeys for needy families
· Continually maintain kitchen equipment in Bouton Hall & Fellowship Hall to ensure order & repair; One week in the summer cleaning and doing inventory
· continually plan and cook for Wednesday night dinners
· Led Fellowship Connections during the summer months at restaurants in the area for all deacon zones

· Met with Worship elders to plan for Hanging of the Greens

· Christmas cookie exchange held in Fellowship Hall, along with Early Risers’s Breakfast and celebration of the annual Christmas cantata

· Holiday coffee bar in Wholy Grounds for the month of December
The Fellowship team has an extensive collection of seasonal decorations that are available for use.  We will be happy to assist you in finding what you need.  Any items borrowed from the church MUST be signed out on the sign out sheets in Fellowship Hall & Bouton Hall.
We are blessed to have a small group of women that love to do this kind of work around the church – Sue Brenner, Jennifer Carr, Melisa Ferguson, Jeanette Chase, Carol Young, Lois Philips, Marilyn Branham, Paula Nelson, and Bambi Fitzgerald.  Blaine Goeckler coordinates Wednesday Night Dinners.  Ed Boyer hosts the Early Risers’s Breakfasts and the cooks include Ed Tobia, George Koenig, Mike Bradley, Mike Gragg & Russ Bachtel with Alex & Blake lending a hand.     

Blessings, 

Your 2017 Fellowship Elder, 

Jennifer Carr 
2017 PERSONNEL COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT
Committee Members

In 2017, the Personnel Committee was served by Kathy Braeuer, Courtenay Clifford, John Jordan, Lynn Snowden (Chair), Susan Stearns (Elder), Kevin Wooten, and Staff Liaison Keith Uffman (Pastor/Head of Staff).

Committee Mission
The session…has the responsibility…to provide for the administration of the program of the church, including employment of non-ordained staff, with concern for equal employment opportunity, fair employment practices, personnel policies, and the annual review of the adequacy of compensation for all staff, including all employees. – Book of Order.
We shared:

· Several separate session meetings focused on staff.

· Long term vision relationships
· Monitoring of the Interim Director of Family Ministry position and job description

· Creation of the Director of Family Ministry position and job description
We accomplished:
· Reviewed compensation of all staff and proposed updates
· Prepared Terms of Call and Board of Pension documents

· Prepared annual contract updates as appropriate 
· Completed several training sessions on the new sexual misconduct policy

· Working on feedback for staff members

· Worked with Dennis Waehner to replace the church phone system
· Made interventions into numerous congregant-staff and staff-staff conflict situations
We are thankful for all of our Webster Presbyterian Church staff members of their ongoing hard work, support, and wonderful service to our congregation!
Special thanks to Kathy Braeuer, Courtenay Clifford, John Jordan, and Kevin Wooten for their dedicated service, empathy, patience, and guidance as personnel team members in 2017.

Respectfully Submitted, 

Ruling Elder Susan Stearns and Committee Chair Lynn Snowden
Stewardship Committee Annual Report
Webster Presbyterian Church

 Date of Report Tuesday, 01/24/2017  

Committee Membership:  

Peter Koester - Committee Chair and Ruling Elder

Ann Taylor – Member

Doug McCann - Member

Other Key Players:
Jimmy Spivey – Treasurer and Finance liaison

Carla Yager – Acting Treasurer

Keith Uffman - Staff Liaison 

Activities Highlights:
· Led the Session in developing the balanced Operating Budget of $634,000 for 2017.  This was based on a conservative estimate of contributions that was based upon recent giving patterns.  With few exceptions, committee expenses were limited to their 2016 levels.  

· The committee continued the practice of sending out quarterly statements to all contributors that allowed them to identify any errors and review their giving record against their annual estimate of giving.  A letter was included in each of these mailings that described the current financial status of the operating fund.

· The Capital Planning Task Force, which was formed in 2016, presented their report to Session in May.  This report highlighted the need begin making urgent repairs to WPC campus facilities in order to prevent more extensive damage in the future.  It also listed projects that while less urgent, will need to be addressed in the future.  Many thanks to Karla Bradley, Courtenay Clifford, Kathy Dixon, James Kinzler, Al Manson, Scott, McNeill, Coco Motley, Joe Schwarz, Reese Terry, Ken Thompson, and Dennis Waehner for their dedicated support of this important task force.

· Session created a Short Term Capital Planning Team in the summer to develop a prioritized list of projects that would improve our image, especially to young families with children.  Even though this team was sidetracked by hurricane Harvey, they were able to report their results to Session in October.  Many thanks to Vance Boyer, Kathy Braeuer, Anya Ezhevskaya, Katie Grady, Erik Kinzler, James Kinzler, and Ken Thompson for serving on this team.

· The fall stewardship campaign was supposed to be based on a series of meetings with small groups of congregation members in September and October, but the hurricane prevented us from implementing this plan.  Instead a Congregational Gathering was held Sunday, November 5th where Peter Koester presented a summary of the results of the Capital Planning Task Force and the Short Term Capital Planning Team as well as the Session’s recommendation that we conduct a Capital Fund Campaign be held in the Spring of 2018 with a goal of raising $400,000 to pay for the recommended projects.  At this Gathering, Peter also presented the Session recommended 2018 Challenge Budget of $685,895.  2018 Operating Budget Pledge Cards were distributed at the meeting and later mailed to the congregation.  In addition, Capital Campaign Leadership Pledge Cards were made available.  Leadership gifts were received that totaled $182,530.

· In the fall, Doug McCann led an effort to work with the church’s insurance provider and other Session committees to identify ways we are already managing risks and ways we can improve.  Through these efforts, we have the potential of reducing our annual insurance premiums by about $15,000.  Thanks Doug!

· Throughout the year we received special donations that were used to help pay down our mortgage.  Thanks to these generous donations, our mortgage principle balance at the end of 2017 was $141,697.
Many thanks to Doug McCann, Ann Taylor, Carla Yager, and Jimmy Spivey for their faithful service this year.  Special thanks to Carla for serving as Acting Treasurer during Jimmy’s year-long absence.

Respectfully submitted by Peter Koester, Chairperson of the 2017 Stewardship and Finance Committee
Welcoming Committee
2017 Annual Report

With Christ's love, we welcome, connect, and engage God's children to our family of faith. 

Welcoming Committee Teams and Membership 

1.
Hosting Team:    Annabelle Andler, Michael Bradley, Kathy Braeuer, Sandy Dwyer, Beth Frohme, Betty Geehan, Phyllis Koenig, Jo Anne Mills, Coco Motley, Judy Ota, Sho Ota, Roy Phillips, Alberta Rohlfing, and Mary Ellen Uffman

2.
Connecting Team:  James Kinzler, Kim Kinzler, Ralph Faxel, Brenda Faxel, Al Manson, Priscilla Manson, Mike Stearns, Susan Stearns, and Carla Yager 


3.
Engaging Team:  Carla Yager (Chair), Pat Brackett, Michael Bradley, Kathy Braeuer, Coco Motley, and Pastor Helen DeLeon 

Accomplishments 

1.
The Hosting Team welcomed members and guests to WPC each Sunday throughout the year including special services. 


2.
The Connecting Team documented 65 first-time guest families attending services throughout the year. 


3.
The Connecting Team contacted (by phone or email) or visited these guests and presented them with gift bags. 


4.
The Welcoming Committee conducted a joint meeting for the Hosting, Connecting, and Engaging Teams on January 18, 2017.

5.
The Engaging Team maintained information packets for new members as needed to reflect changes in WPC ministries and staff. 


6.
The Engaging Team assembled the gift bags so they would be ready for the Connecting Team to give to first time guests as needed.  

8.
The Engaging Team scheduled Open Door Classes on February 12th and 19th, on September 17th and 24th and on November 5th and 12th. 


9.
The flyers for the Welcoming Committee were revised and updated. 


10.
The following 2 new members were welcomed into our family of faith in 2017. 


April -
Pearl Younger

March - 
Nancy Steger


Respectfully submitted, 

Ruling Elder Coco Motley
2017 Worship, Arts, and Music Committee Annual Report

It has been an eventful year for the Worship, Arts, and Music (WAM) Committee!
In worship services this year, we again made use of a thematic approach to the church year, covering such topics as The Lord's Prayer, Flunking Sainthood, a study of 1 Timothy on our life together or what it means to be the church, God in Nature, a series on the Tangible Kingdom or how we can make the Kingdom of God real in our world, and closing the year with an Advert series on peace.   Throughout the year, Pastors Keith and Helen continued to encourage us to engage in spiritual disciplines and practices, individually, and in community with others. Working with Family Ministries, we also established  a Pray-Ground area in the front of the sanctuary for infants and toddlers and their families which has been appreciated and enjoyed by many and sends a positive message about children in worship.    

One of the goals of the WAM team is to increase lay leadership in worship service.  2017 saw the continued and increased involvement of the Board of Deacons in the worship services such as assisting in the ministry of anointing and blessing in the Service of Healing and Wholeness and in the Renewal of Baptismal Vows, and in serving communion, including home communions for some of our homebound members.  Our Bible by Heart storytellers added to the worship experience, with a Pentecost telling on Pentecost Sunday.  Toward the end of the year, members of the WAM team have offered the charge and blessing at the end of worship.  We plan to continue this in 2018 and allow more to share in this experience.

All of us were affected by Hurricane Harvey at the end of August.  As we know, the process of recovery is ongoing and requires time and energy.  Acknowledging the work many of our staff and congregation were involved (and still are) in recovery efforts, the worship time was changed to one service at 10:00 a.m. The WAM team has been receiving feedback from the congregation and is currently evaluating this change and will be reporting back to Session.    
Some of our special events this year included having several guest preachers.  We welcomed the Rev. Rob Weingartner of the Outreach Foundation on World Communion Sunday in October and welcomed the Rev. Dan Walker, a clergy member of our Presbytery who worships at WPC, into the pulpit in August 2017.  Other special services included a service of Wholeness and Healing during the season of Lent.  On All Saints Day, we had prayer / candle stations set up in the back of the sanctuary to provide people with the opportunity to tangibly remember loved ones through the act of lighting a candle in a loved one's memory.  This practice was well received by those who participated.  Other special services included our Lunar Communion service, a Kirkin' O’ the Tartans / Reformation Day service which included a Japanese heritage art display.  WPC also hosted the Presbyterian Women (PW) Spring Gathering with Pastor Helen leading the service and a number of WPC members assisting with the service.  

Glenn and Geri Foster coordinated musical events throughout the year.  We are blessed by their talents, as well as those of our singers and instrumentalists who share their gifts with us.  The holy seasons of the years were augmented by the musical contributions to worship, including "The Followers of the Lamb" presented during Lent and "Christmas Cantata - The Incarnation" during Advent.   The WAM Team also sponsored a hymn writing contest.  Al Manson wrote the winning hymn text, "The Table Is For Everyone" which was presented and sung in our worship service on World Communion Sunday on October 1.
Continuing where we left off in 2016, we are committed to growing the Visual Arts Ministry with a series of four scheduled art showings per year, accompanying ARTTalks to encourage dialog between artists and viewers, and now ARTDos (these were new for 2017).  The biggest event for 2017 was the “Fly Me To The Moon” Art quilt journey which we hosted throughout the summer.  The art show was viewed by over 400 people, during an elegant opening reception, multiple docent-led tours, and a final Block Party with an art camp for children and a quilting bee.  Visual Arts Ministry is growing at WPC, evidenced by the number of people attending the accompanying ARTTalks and by the number of artists eager to be included in this ministry.  Both numbers are increasing.
Without the dedication, commitment, and faithful service of our pastoral staff, church staff, and many, many wonderful folks -- from the ushers and counters, the deacons who prepare the communion elements, and the elders and deacons who assist in serving communion --  who give of time and talents to Webster Presbyterian Church, none of what has been written would have taken place.  For this, we are blessed and grateful beyond measure.   Thanks be to God!

In Christ's service,

Mary Lawrence

Elder, Worship Chair
WAM Committee Members:  Garrett Allen, India Allen, Jeannette Booher, Helen DeLeon, Patty Eng, Judy Ford, Geri Foster, Glenn Foster, Diane Kane, Mary Lawrence, Karen McAllister, Chris Ramsay, Kevin Snowden, Keith Uffman, and Dan Walker.
2017 Membership Report

Start: Membership as of January 1, 2017:

513 total; 276 Families

End: Membership as of December 31, 2017:

511 total:

449 Active Members

62 Baptized but not confirmed

273 Families
New members received in 2017:

3 individuals; 2 families

Baptisms in 2017

5 total - 4 children, 1 adult

Loss of members in 2017:

4 deaths

4 transfers of letter

Removal from Roles:
1 removed at members’ request

Respectfully Submitted,

Melisa Ferguson

Clerk to Session
