2016 FAMILY MINISTRY COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT

WPC started off 2016 with some drastic changes.  Linda Smith Gregory was no longer our Director of Childrens Education and Jessie Kuehner was no longer our Youth Ministry Coordinator.  We thanked them for their years of service and dedication and we wished them well on their journeys!  As part of our transition into the future, Vickie Smith graciously accepted the position of Interim Director of Family Ministry.  Vickie worked very hard to maintain our children’s and youth programs and to help form the groundwork for our new Family Ministry at WPC.
In April we thanked Vickie for her hard work and dedication to our children and youth and we welcomed Julie Stonebarger as our newly hired Director of Family Ministry.  Julie has worked diligently to continue our past programs and to help develop and build new programs for our future growth.  Programs that have continued from the past include:
· Children’s Chapel – Godly Play led by Melinda Nielsen.

· Youth Sunday School

· PYC – Presbyterian Youth Connection

Some of the new programs that we have started and are continuing to develop include:

· How Great Thou Arts – music and arts for children ages 3 through 5th grade led by Geri Foster and Julie Stonebarger during the Sunday School hour.

· Pray Grounds – an area at the front of the sanctuary for parents to be with their young children during the worship service.

· Godly Parents 2.0 – Sunday School for young parents.

· Young Family gatherings led by Mary Helen Uffman.

This last year we had four young adults complete Confirmation, Evelyn Rix, Mykala Strahan, Andrew Scott and Mark Godwin.  We sent Stephen Jacobo and Garret Allen to Triennium last July.  Kaleigh Magnant and Garrett Allen were our youth representatives to PYCC – in November they travelled up to ChristChurch Presbyterian in Houston along with six of our youth to participate in the 2016 Youth Rally!

Our young families have gathered for several fun outings including cookouts, picnics, museum trips, visiting the zoo, swim parties…..  

With your help, we are looking forward to carrying out God’s Ministry through our Children, Youth and Young Families in the coming year!
Respectfully submitted, 

Ruling Elder John Grady
