
2015 Mission Committee Retreat / February Meeting Minutes

WPC in Mission: Seeing, hearing, going, touching…sharing God’s heart with the world

1. The Mission Committee met at the Kinzlers’ house for a vision/planning meeting, and to take care of monthly business. Several new potential members were present, along with a good representation of the regulars. There was also a lot of good food and a Labrador.
2. Anya started the meeting with a devotional. We discussed the many fascets of mission.
3. Pastor Keith shared some thoughts, including these:
a. It is important to do modeling and apprenticeship: families should do mission work together; this includes the church family. Intergenerational projects are great.
b. Mission is one of the three building blocks of an effective church. 
c. Mission needs to feed the context – what are the members of our family of faith interested in? What turns us on locally? It is better to do a few projects that people have a passion for, than to spread yourself thin and send money to a 100 different organizations, without really making an impact.
d. Mission is about ministering to the whole person, addressing both his/her physical and spiritual needs.
e. In support of global missions: our children are global citizens, and we need to show this reality to them. 
4. Other ideas were discussed, including:
a. Raising awareness of what we do in Missions: if the congregations know, they’ll want to be more involved.
b. Doing a kick-off event for the various Missions projects to raise more awareness.
c. Missions without money – being more involved ourselves, instead of just sending money
d. Get Reese Terry to report to us on ICM work
e. Get a dollar amount equivalent of everything that our congregation donates apart from money
f. Address the systemic causes of generational poverty – this is the advocacy part of Mission, something we can develop in 2015.
g. Spotlighting certain organizations each month in the Newsletter
h. Offering mission opportunities to the public at large might also draw them into the church
5. [bookmark: _GoBack]Mission Committee voted to decrease the annual Presbytery pledge to $12,000 from last year’s $15,000. Helen and Keith will speak to presbytery, and explain that if funding allows in the upcoming months, we will increase our contribution accordingly. 
6. Updates on old business:
a. McWhirter: 
i. Pat reported on helping organize Stephanie’s (of Communities in Schools) closet space, shared the needs of the school/pantry (underwear and socks, more permanent person helping with organization, food)
ii. Kaylin reported on Feed My Sheep, promotion for which will start next Sunday
b. Free the Captives:
i. Anya reported that WPC is officially signed up to host a dessert booth at Freedom Fest, happening Saturday, April 11th at Mason Park, contact person for the booth is Jackie Allen
ii. Also, several folks from WPC (including the Mission committee’s James, Ed, and Anya) are creating a large informational display for the event. 
c. Migrant Children: a fund has been set up to provide money for various relief agencies working directly with migrant children from Central America who are making their way into Houston. WPC attenders can donate directly to the fund. Helen is the lead, and will spread the word somehow.
d. Summer Enrichment Program: 
i. Kaylin reported that planning is underway, and that we have a solid leadership, including her, Cappi, Melinda and Anya
7. New business:
a. Immigration training hosting at WPC – Helen talked about an opportunity to host an immigration training session, we agreed that we would host, sometime in March. Dates TBT, pending the lead’s availability (leads are Michael Cooper and Helen) and the WPC calendar
b. Folder of information on Mission projects – everyone who leads an annual, repeating project is asked to create a folder with pertinent information so that the leadership role can be handed over easier.
c. Revision of the Mission webpage – everyone is tasked to look at the Mission webpage, and send any revisions or comments to Ann Taylor. She will compile and present at the next Mission Committee meeting.
d. Committee voted to allow James, Anya, Ed and the rest of the artist crew to use 6-8 panels from the Family Promise project for the Freedom Fest art display. The panels will not be damaged, and will be painted over before returning them to WPC.
e. Symbol for the Mission Committee – we will send ideas to Debra Kendrick-Writer, since she’s agreed to design a logo for our team.
8. Items for Session approval – None

ACTIONS FOR MEMBERS:
Kaylin – write Minute for Mission on Feed My Sheep, place announcement in the bulletin
James – write Minute for Mission on the Habitat Women’s walk, place announcement in the bulletin; write an article about it for the newsletter 
Michael – write article for the newsletter about one of the Mission projects
Anya – write an article for the newsletter highlighting several missions that we’ll have to let go unless we find a sponsor from the congregation, send info to Debra about our logo
Helen and Keith – speak to Presbytery about our pledge
Arland – if available, read the Minute for Mission during the 11:15 service on February 15th
ALL – review the Mission website, send all comments to Ann by February 20th, be thinking about an area of missions that you might like to lead


