
Children’s Ministry Team Minutes – respectfully submitted by Frank Rix
Feb 2, 2011, 6:30 PM

WPC - Parent’s Retreat Room

Devotional and Prayer 
February – Frank
Part of an essay on prayer by Desmond Tutu was read that focused on the need to be receptive to and comforted by God and not so focused on “doing things”. This was followed by an exercise where individuals committed to pray for another member of the CM team for a month.

Scheming and Dreaming
How do we become more prayerful? How do we listen for God’s plan for Children’s ministry?

Commit to pray for each other – the team and all families with children at WPC. 


A list of families will be created and divided between team members who will pray for them. – Linda will get list. 


Get members on prayer chain – so we will know of families in need - Linda

How do we intentionally become more nurturing?

People we need to nurture: children, teachers, parents, child-care workers, staff, leaders, and volunteers

Some ideas: send out get well cards to sick children and teachers; let people know they are being prayed for; promote covenant groups to build relationships; get to know each other; build community – possible soccer group? Commission teachers, volunteers, leaders – all who work with children at WPC. Teacher recognition at church service. 
How do we most effectively use covenant groups to build community/meaningful relationships?

Promote the covenant group we have. Look at families geographical position to see if new family based small group can be started. 

How do we build on faith milestones to create community?

Make baptism and communion (first after “come to the table” class if parent’s agree) more special. Linda has milestone package for the team to consider. 

Software Approval

The Children’s Ministry Team voted to approve Sundaysoftware.com to provide curriculum for Children’s Ministry

Following the meeting, a request was made to session by Frank for an electronic vote to approve the software. The motion was subsequently approved. The motion and background are below:

Motion:

The Children’s Ministry Team moves that Session approve Sundaysoftware.com to provide curriculum for Children’s Ministry. 

Background: 

The President of Sundaysoftware is a Presbyterian minister and Sunday school teacher. The company has been positively reviewed in various denominational, educator magazines and newspapers, including Presbyterians Today, ALERT, Parish Teacher, The Lutheran, Evangelizing Today's Child, and many others. Several curriculum publishers use them or recommend them as their source for CE software, including Augsburg's Firelight, Cokesbury's PowerXpress, the curriculum staff at PCUSA, Cornerstones and Potter's Workshops. Demos of their programs can be seen at http://www.sundaysoftware.com.

Newsletter Items

Baptism Photo of Merritts - Linda 
Sunday School pictures from “Ready Set Worship” – Linda

(When is the due date?)

Bulletin Items

Heifer Ark project
Minute For Mission

Heifer Ark Project at Children’s Sabbath

Status Checks

Children’s Sabbath – Draft order of worship completed. Geri wants people (who?) to bring food. 
VBS – Nina will lead again. Thanks Nina! Need folks to help with leadership roles. Need to start planning. 
Sunday School – OK
Wed Night Activities – OK
Budget/News from Session – The nurture programs reallocated funds to compensate for a decrease in funding to Adult Ministries. That caused a reduction of funding for CM by $200. However, CM has a designated fund (8027) with $804.12 which will be used to bring the CM budget back up to the original $6200. Subsequent communication with Pat confirmed that fund 8027 is available for general use by the team. 
Service project for playground – Possible April date
Messages for Sign – “Children’s Sabbath Feb 27th, 8:30 and 11:00” (Requested 2-6-2011 by FCR)
Next Month’s Devotional - Linda

Attendees
Cathy Black, Frank Rix, Linda Smith-Gregory, Rachel Boeckenhauer, Sandy Dwyer 

