February 24, 2009

Meeting Room
The Webster Presbyterian Church (WPC) Session convened a Stated Meeting on Tuesday, February 24, 2009, in the Meeting Room. The meeting was opened with a devotion and prayer by the Moderator, Reverend Mark Cooper, at 7:00 p.m.  
The following members of Session were present:

· Moderator, Reverend Mark Cooper;

· Associate Pastor Helen DeLeon; and,

· Active Elders Shallon Barboza, Cathy Black, Kathy Braeuer, Jeanette Chase, Tye Cowan, John Dewey, Gene Fisseler (Clerk),  Dan Hunter, John Jordan, James Kinzler, Mary Lawrence, Jim Magnant, Joan McMillan, Randy Moore, Jimmy Spivey, Mike Stearns, and Dennis Waehner. 
The following members of Session were excused:  Pastor Caressa Murray and Active Elders John Grady and Jennifer Paden.
Also present were Treasurer Pat Koester and Trustee Jim Ingram.
A quorum was declared present by the Clerk and an Agenda for the meeting was approved.

New Members – The Moderator welcomed four individuals who have expressed a desire to become full members of Webster Presbyterian Church.  The first were Maureen and Sherwin Bigueras with their baptized three-year old daughter, Aaliyah, and their six-month old, Angelo.  Also seeking membership were Sue and Ken Thompson. After learning a bit about the prospective new members, Rev. Cooper asked a series of questions regarding their faith and commitment to the church.  Being satisfied with their answers, the Session voted to receive into the Full Membership of Webster Presbyterian Church Maureen and Sherwin Bigueras and Sue and Ken Thompson, all by Reaffirmation of Faith.  The Session suspended its meeting to greet the new members.
Special Gifts Committee – The Session received the annual report from the Special Gifts Committee as provided by Trustee Jim Ingram.

The Session voted to approve minutes of the following:

· Annual Meeting of the Congregation, January 25, 2009

· Stated Meeting of Session, January 27, 2009

Treasurer’s Report – The Session received the Treasurer’s report.  

Clerk’s Report 
	Statistical Report

	
	Individuals
	Families
	Comments

	Membership as of January 27, 2009
	732
	407
	

	  Gains
	
	
	

	     Transfer of Letter 

	+ 0 
	+ 0 
	

	     Reaffirmation of Faith
	+ 0 
	+ 0 
	

	     Profession of Faith & Baptism
	+ 0
	+ 0 
	

	
	
	
	

	  Losses
	
	
	

	     Transfer of Letter
	- 0
	- 0
	

	     Removal from Roll
	- 0
	- 0
	

	     Death

	- 0
	- 0
	

	Membership as of February 24, 2009
	732
	407
	

	
	
	
	

	Baptized persons who’ve not made Professions of Faith
	148
	
	(+1) Lane

	
	
	
	

	Total children, youth and adults
	880
	
	


Baptism: 
· Matthew Aidan Lane, born September 26, 2008, son of  Stephanie Baker Lane & Charles Joseph (Joey) Lane, on February 8, 2009
Birth: 

· Chelsea Anne Hindman, daughter of Kathryn (Kat) and John Hindman, II, sister of John (Trey) Hindman, III, and granddaughter of Deborah and James Kidwell was born February 16, 2009

Funeral: On January 31, 2009, Rev. DeLeon officiated the funeral of Marion Putman, mother of former member, Houston Paul Putman, III, who died January 23, 2009
Letter of Transfer: The Session voted to approve a Transfer Letter to Shirley W. Coffman to St Philip Presbyterian Church, Houston

New Business
· The Session voted to approve communion service for member Ruth Struben on Monday, February 9, in her daughter’s home
· For the remainder of the year, 2009, the Session voted to approve the service of communion by any of the pastors to members in their homes, in hospitals, in hospices, etc. when deemed appropriate by that pastor with reporting of such instances at the next subsequent stated meeting. 

Team/Committee Reports
· Administration

· Communication – The team continues to consider publication and distribution of the newsletter.  Additional bulletin board may be installed to display church officer photos.
· Personnel – The pastors’ terms of call are being updated for 2009.
· Buildings & Grounds – a list of projects for 2009 is being developed and scoped.
· Care of Members

· Fellowship – Fundraisers for Bouton Hall improvements are under consideration.
· Christian Nurture Ministry

· Adult Ministry – The Special Events Team’s Bible Story Telling was well attended, was deemed successful, and is likely to return next year.
· Youth Ministry - The Session voted to included the following commendations in Session minutes;

· Donation of time and services for the Sweetheart Dinner Dance - Nancy Spivey (organizer), Ross Looney (music), Ed & Anna Mae Boyer (desserts), Pet Tindall (linens), John Grady (dishwasher extraordinaire), Jennifer Carr (dinner), Joan McMillan (decorations), Carol Kloves (decorations), Stephanie Moore, Ralph & Brenda Faxel, Watson Dupont, Carlos & Wendy Noriega, Chuck & Nina Moede, Rev. Caressa Murray, the Junior High Youth and Senior High Youth, and everyone who purchased a ticket, attended the event, and made donations.

· Donation of time and services for the Super Bowl Sandwiches - James Kinzler (organizer), Kim Kinzler, Carlos Noriega, Chuck & Nina Moede, Nancy Spivey, John Grady, the Senior High Youth and Rev. Caressa Murray, and everyone who purchased a sandwich and made donations.

· Children’s Ministry – VBS is set for June 7-11, 2009.  The Session voted to include the following commendations in the Session minutes

· Donation of time and service to the Children-led Worship Service February 15, 2009 - Geri Foster (Associate Music Director), Linda Smith–Gregory (Sunday School Superintendent), Rev. Caressa Murray, Lauren Balletto (accompanist), Cappi McNeil (Children's choir director), Sandy Dwyer (communication & costuming), Karen Rix (costuming), Janet Harreld (props & staging), Jim Magnant (staging), Ross Looney (sound), Jenny Kidwell (Children's Bell Choir Director), Sunday School Shepherds, parents of our children, Elizabeth Noriega and Melanie Moore (youth helpers), and, of course, our WPC children.
· Mission - The Session voted to approve collection of One Great Hour of Sharing Offering on Palm Sunday, April 5, 2009.

· Welcoming - The Engaging Team, the Connection Team, and the Host Team are all thriving and busy,
· Worship – Lent worship and event planning is underway and proceeding well.
Old Business 

· Report from Presbytery – Commissioners Mike Stearns and John Jordan reported that the Presbytery meeting was an enlightening and good experience.  The amendment regarding the ordination of officers was the centerpiece of the day and was handled in a fair and equitable manner.
· The Stewardship & Finance team led discussion regarding the refinancing of the church’s long-term debt in April and the potential to increase the amount of the loan to cover the remaining balance from the corner lot, a new church sign along NASA Parkway, roof repairs to the Administration Building and Bouton Hall, and modifications intended to improve the acoustics in the Fellowship Hall.  Estimates for the sign installation, the roof repair, and the Fellowship Hall modifications were presented and discussed.  The order of the day was amended twice to accommodate continued discussion.  The Session voted to direct the Stewardship & Finance team to continue its investigation into to increasing the loan by up to $150,000 at the time it is refinanced.
Upcoming meetings and important dates:

· Stated Meeting of Session is Tuesday, March 24, 2009, at 7:00 p.m.
The business of this Stated Meeting being completed, the Session voted to adjourn.  The meeting was closed with prayer at 9:45 p.m. 


Gene Fisseler










Clerk of Session

