WEBSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

REPORT FROM THE FEBRUARY PRESBYTERY MEETING

The Presbytery of New Covenant held it’s stated meeting on February 9, 2008 at Central Presbyterian Church, Houston.  Mark Cooper, Mary Lawrence and Dennis Waehner represented Webster Presbyterian Church as commissioners.

· Moderator Jody Harrington opened the meeting with prayer at 9 a.m.

· The only potentially controversial topic was removed from the docket before the docket was approved.  That topic was an overture from the Windwood Presbyterian Church Session to re-address the PCUSA policies with regard to ownership of property.  A motion was put forth to remove the discussion from the docket due to related pending civil litigation.  The motion was approved 96 to 49.

· The commissioners and visitors were welcomed by hosting Pastor The Rev. John Howard Reed.

· A prayer service was held including scripture as read by WPC’s own Mary Lawrence.  The offering was designated for the Presbyterian Outreach to Patients (POP) Ministry.  Approximately $1500 was joyfully given to that ministry.

· The Rev. Jill Hudson delivered the keynote speech.  Rev. Hudson is the middle Governing Body Relations Coordinator for PCUSA.  She spoke on the changing American culture and how we must adapt to that change.  Some points from her presentation:

· Stop looking for people “like you” to join your congregation.  Start looking for people longing for a relationship with Christ.

· Successful congregations will be high-tech, high-touch, multi-cultural, multi-sensory, and have multiple styles of music.

· New terms of call for General Presbyter Mike Cole were approved.  Same terms as 2007.

· WPC’s own Mary Lawrence, Chair of New Covenant’s Nominating Committee, delivered a report and presented a slate of candidates for New Covenant committees.  The candidates were approved.

· Lunch was Gumbo.  The lunch and the fellowship were awesome.

· James “Barrett” Ingram delivered a Sermon for Ordination.  The commissioners were given an opportunity to examine.  His candidacy was sustained.

· Two New Church Development (NCD) congregations were presented as candidates for charter.  Biyaya Presbyterian has been meeting at Westminster Presbyterian and Peace Presbyterian has been meeting in a shopping center in Western Pearland.  Many representatives of both congregations were present. They were welcomed, congratulated, encouraged and affirmed for charter.  Moderator Jody Harrington reminded the commissioners that while many Presbyteries are shrinking, we are blessed to be able to welcome two new congregations into New Covenant.

· The meeting was closed with prayer at 2 p.m.

Watch for the “official” meeting minutes (The Postlude) coming from New Covenant.  I’ll post it to our Session website when it is released. 

The next stated meeting of the Presbytery of New Covenant will be hosted by First Presbyterian Church on Saturday, May 10, 2008.










Respectfully Submitted,

Dennis Waehner

