Adult Ministry Committee Minutes

February 13, 2008

The meeting was opened with devotion at 6:30 on February 13, 2008.  Attending was Rev. Helen DeLeon, Tony LeCara, Liz Loynes and Al Manson.  Jane Markley was unable to attend.

Adult Christian Education

An Intergenerational Breakfast is being planned for Easter Sunday.  It will be held in the Fellowship Hall from approximately 9:45 a.m. until 10:30 a.m.  Rev. DeLeon will lead a short program, planned to start at about 10:00, after the Children start their Easter egg hunt.

A special Adult Sunday School class is being planned for the summer.

Women’s Ministry

The Women's Retreat Planning Team has settled on the dates of September 12-14, 2008, for the next Women's Retreat. A new location has been selected for 2008: the John Newcombe Tennis Ranch in New Braunfels. The Team is currently talking to several possible speakers and hopes to have settled on one of them by the end of February.

Sisters-in-Faith held its "Celebration of Sisterhood" on Sunday, February 3.  This women's ministry program has been operating on two, six-month cycles per year. In 2008, it is switching to one, nine-month cycle per year.  The current sister pairs have been asked to remain together through May.  The sisters will take a break for the summer, and will re-organize in August for a September-to-May cycle.

Jeannette Booher has rotated off the Sister-in-Faith Planning Team, and was honored at the luncheon.  Current Sisters-in-Faith Planning Team members are Linda Smith-Gregory, Chair (Class of 2008), Cynthia Floyd (Class of 2009), and Phyllis Koenig (Class of 2010).

Special Events

The committee discussed the logistics of regularly presenting one or two seminars each year. It was agreed that the earliest a seminar could be produced is 2009, and that a planning team with a liaison to the Adult Education Ministry Committee could be convened and charged to research, plan, and implement a seminar in 2009. The Committee agreed that, ideally, WPC would begin to offer two seminars a year; one in the spring and one in the fall.  One would be directed primarily to the congregation, the other would be intended to meet the needs of the larger community, as well as WPC members.  It was agreed that a Planning Committee should consist of approximately nine members.  Ideally, once the seminars are established, these members would serve in classes of three each, with each class serving for three years. To begin, however, the initial team members would be asked to serve as an ad hoc group to put together the first seminar.

The Committee discussed a variety of possible topics: a Dave Ramsay seminar (community focused), another Small Group seminar (WPC and other faith community-focused), a seminar on Non-Violent Communication (WPC and possibly other faith-based communities-focused). The planning team would be charged with deciding on a speaker and topic for the first effort. Each member of the Adult Education Ministry Committee agreed to suggest several names as potential members of a Seminar Planning Team from which the Committee can begin to recruit.

Young Adult Group

The need for a Young Adult Group was addressed.  Rev. DeLeon reported that she was planning a gathering at her house and inviting prospective members to better understand the desires of this age group.

Bible Study Groups

A new book was approved for the Wednesday Night Book Study.  In “Losing Moses on the Freeway” author, Chris Hedges, argues that the Ten Commandments are frequently violated in American Life.  Hedges, who is the son of a Presbyterian minister and has a Master’s Degree from Harvard Divinity School, is a New York Times reporter and teaches at Princeton.  The book is a critical indictment of American culture and a wake-up call for those who are morally ruined by narcissism.

The Saturday Breakfast Bunch has decided to disband.   It was always a small group and it became very difficult to find a time when they could meet.  They plan to continue to meet irregularly over a meal to keep their connections but believe it best to bring it to closure.  The Breakfast Bunch has served God's purpose well and its season is complete

Covenant Groups

The Covenant Group Planning Team has begun its work for 2008, and will continue to look for ways to support ongoing groups and encourage new ones. Jane Markley, Team Leader, is working with the Sunday School Team on a plan for a summer program that would incorporate covenant groups. 

Next Meeting

The next meeting is scheduled for March 13 from 6:30 until 8:00 p.m.

Rev. DeLeon closed the meeting with prayer.

Al Manson, Chairman   

