HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO US!

The difficulty about telling a history of anything is that something will be left out.  And what’s left out is usually someone’s favorite story or person…
So, this is a blanket request for grace--in advance--for names not mentioned or stories left out!

Once upon a time, long ago, a church was born.
And its birth was recorded decently and in good Presbyterian order:

“Organization of the Presbyterian Church of Webster”
“Webster Tex. Dec. 5th 1893”

“Rev. H.S. Little, D.D. , Sup’t. of House Missions for the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A., for the State of Texas, preached in the School House.  At the close of the service the following named persons were organized into a Presbyterian church.”

S.H. Williamson      Mrs. Laura Williamson      Mrs. Elizabeth Van Demark
Mr. G.W. Story	    Mrs. Gertrude Story		Mrs. L.J. Burlingame
Mr. G. A. Ackers	    Mrs. Sarah E. Ackers	Mr. W.H. Plumley

A church was born.  
A seed planted in the middle of the prairie, in a village called Webster,     
by some farmers from the Midwest, seeking a milder climate, and joined later by Japanese farmers seeking to create a heartier rice seed.

Not much is left to remind us of those early years.  There wasn’t even an actual church building – the congregation met in the school house – close to where McWhirter Elementary is today.

It wasn’t until 1896 that the first church building was constructed, but not much is known about its size or style as it was destroyed in the hurricane of 1900.

All that is left of that first church building is a piece of cornice work and the door handle plate…both of which are displayed in the niches in the Narthex.

The Bible on the Communion Table today is the 1893 Pulpit Bible that miraculously survived the hurricane.
The communion chalice you see is from a sister Presbyterian Church who reached out and helped in our time of need.  

And if you’re curious as to what the Clerk of Session, Elder Henry Bouton,  wrote in the Session minutes about that 1900 Storm, the answer is not much.  

All the minutes state is that a hurricane swept through the area and left the church is ruins, forcing worship services to be held in the schoolhouse until they could clear everything and begin rebuilding.  

I admire the dedication and resourcefulness of those early saints of the church.  

When a storm destroyed a church, they rebuilt it.

When lightening destroyed the steeple, they come up with the $84 needed to repair it.

When a class needed a teacher, they taught it.

When there was a problem, they fixed it.	
	
When economic storms swept the country, they weathered them.

And that is the same dedication and resourcefulness we continue to witness in our congregation today.  It is part of our DNA.  Who we were is part of who we are today. 

People like Mr. Alan Weber, who, in 1940 was contacted by Mr. P.H. Greene, a church elder and superintendent of the Webster schools, for a job interview.  The call came in the midst of an out of the ordinary Gulf Coast ice storm…

So…Alan Weber traveled from San Marcos to Luling to Schulenberg to LaGrange, and finally to Webster for the interview.  He was hired, thus beginning, along with his wife, Arlyne, dedicated teaching careers spanning many years.  

And today, Weber Elementary is named in their honor.

Or Miss Fannie Bouton—the daughter of Sarah and Henry Bouton, also both teachers.  Miss Fanny graduated summa cum laude from Trinity in 1921 and returned to teach in the local schools for decades.

George and Margaret McWhirter – both served as administrators and teachers.  Margaret McWhirter was the principal of the elementary school later named in her honor.  To this day, the ties between the school and the church remain.

And there’s Betty Ulrich, a librarian.
When she moved here in the early 1960’s with her family, she was distressed to discover that the closest library was in La Porte.  So, together with community volunteers, she volunteered her time, labor and love to build a library from the ground up.  That library is the Freeman Memorial Library.

The first installed pastor in this church was Rev. Paul Young – and he didn’t arrive until 1955.  Up until then, pulpit supply pastors were called on 
to preach and moderate Session meetings.

But in 1931, Gertrude Seubold, a young graduate of the School of Christian Assembly in in Richmond, VA, was hired by the Houston Presbytery to work with churches that needed assistance.  

She was a pioneering woman in church leadership.
Assigned to work with this church, she was ordained and installed as an elder – thought to be the first female elder installed in the synod.

During the hard times of the Great Depression, Grace Seubold moderated the session of this church, provided pastoral care and visitation, developed children’s programs, and organized work projects for the church and community.
	
Grace Seubold was here for only four years, but her legacy of service and of actualizing female leadership in the church, has inspired many, including myself, and remains strong to this day.

Throughout its history, this church has grown out of the lives of truly committed, ordinary people.  People whose presence reached far beyond 
the boundaries of the church they worshipped in on Sundays.

They were people who wanted to grow, who dared to move forward, and wanted those around them to grow as well.

And so they pushed ever outward.

They were people who loved God, loved the church, and loved the people.

What a wonderful legacy we have to root us.

What a wonderful legacy we have to move us ever forward.  
	
Mary Lawrence
December 3, 2023
Webster Presbyterian Church
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