Session Retreat Minutes Dec 9, 2024
Quorum Established 9:02  Motions:  another $56 to go to Interfaith Service for security
Authorize key for CCCT to be signed out through the office

Present:  Keith Uffman, Tom Sharon, Richard Kleimann, Ed Tobia, Dennis Waehner, Kathy Dixon, Mary Lawrence, Michael Cooper, Judy Brown, Jamee Wilson, Pat Koester, Joe Schwartz, Jeannette Booher, Gary Mossman, Diane Kane, Erik Kinzler,

Absent: Kristi Russell, James Kinzler, Al Strahan, Anya and Vierra Eszhevskaya
 
Morning Prayer (from CTW materials, Richard Kleimann)

History of Webster Presbyterian Church  (Mary shares the history of WPC that she used for the Happy Birthday service on Dec 3,  3 values throughout history—education/teaching spirit, neighborliness—members came from somewhere else, valuing the welcoming of people who are different, women in leadership positions) How does this history prepare us for the future? How does the session put the history of the church to good use in the framing of the future? History is more than NASA  (Later 1880’s—Cumberland (Pentecostal)Presbyterians, Southern Presbyterian (believed in slavery) and Northern Presbyterians had a ‘discussion’ of what was going to be the predominant sect) Gallery of church history—histogram, Elder Emeritus   Move the focus OUT globally to talk about SPACE and not NASA 

Elder Training Videos—bracketed around prayer and communion
Maybe the reason we have so much difficulty recruiting elders is because people don’t know what an elder does, or what the structure of a Presbyterian Church is

· Ordered Ministry—presbyterian terminology believe that everyone is called to ministry Jesus gave us 3 different kinds of call  Teaching elders (ministers of word and sacrament), Ruling Elders (discern God’s spirit and lead the congregation on that path) solid in our discernment in order to be solid in our governance, Deacons (the face of Christ, compassion, witness and service, reach out to congregation, moderated by themselves)

· In other faith traditions, Clergy vs Laity, some people are called to clergy and some are not  

· Not set above the congregation, set apart from the congregation
Barbara Bradford Taylor—Leaving Church---people are leaving church not leaving God   Find ways of being contemporary

· The first job of the Ordered Ministers is Love (Christ) the Church the way that Christ loved the church,  Unconditional acceptance.  You can’t be an elder if you get wounded easily

· Being Leaders

· Who Is the Church?

· What Is the Church?

· Being the Confessional Church

· The Confessions

· Principles of Order and Government

· The Councils of the Church

Closing Prayer and Communion

Lunch
