Mission Team Annual Report – 2023
Over the course of 2023, the Mission Team facilitated the following mission activities:
Communities in Schools – this represents the largest area of WPC mission giving.  $1361.68 was provided for direct support of at-risk children at McWhirter Elementary.  Four different events occurred in 2023:
· Spring Break food packs – 60 bags of food supplies were prepared for children at risk of hunger during Spring Break.  Each food bag included a $20 gift card. ($1630.51)
· Back-to-School backpacks – 20 backpacks were filled with school supplies and distributed.  ($708.05)
· Thanksgiving food packs – 80 bags of food supplies were prepared for families at risk of hunger during Thanksgiving.  Each food bag included a $20 gift card.  ($2482.63)
· Gifts of Joy – Communities in Schools requested assistance for children at McWhirter Elementary and Brookside Intermediate.  Funds were collected and distributed to Communities in Schools, which used the funds to purchase gifts for the children.  ($6750.00)
Total expenditure for Communities in Schools projects - Total of 11571.19 +1361.68 =$12932.87

Interfaith Caring Ministries – WPC partners with ICM for distribution of community assistance funds.  During 2023, 10 families were assisted with $3387.90 in housing and utility assistance.  In addition, WPC provided $10,000 in operational funding for this organization.  The operational funding assists with overall operational expenses including the food bank, resale shop, Christmas Store, and community assistance.  ICM partners with WPC to assist in supporting community requests that WPC receives monthly.  ICM provides all the screening, interviewing, and determining eligibility of all requests we receive for financial assistance.  This service and educational support is invaluable.   
WPC will host ICM’s annual Christmas Store event December 10 – 13 in the Fellowship Hall.  We had a great response from WPC volunteers of over 40 people to make this another successful coordinated partnership.  
Total expenditure for partnership with Interfaith Caring Ministries - $13387.90

Family Promise – WPC is a “Family Promise” congregation and provides one week of housing support four times a year for families participating in that program.  In 2023, WPC hosted 7 families, providing food, fellowship, and housing.  We also supported Family Promise with direct support to their operation expenses of $5,000.00
Total expenditure for partnership with Family Promise - $5,000.00 

Support to New Covenant Presbytery – $8000 was provided for operational support of our Presbytery.
Total expenditure for Presbytery support - $8000
PC (USA) Special Offerings – WPC participates in the four special offerings collected annually by the PC (USA):
· One Great Hour of Sharing – $2103 was collected for the support of Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, the Presbyterian Hunger Program, and Self-Development of People.
· Pentecost – $1721 was collected for the development of Presbyterian youth and at-risk children.  WPC retained $688.40 and donated it to The Bridge Over Troubled Waters.
· Peace and Global Witness - $1923.45 was collected; $1442.59 was distributed to the Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice, $480.86 was distributed to Marion Medical Missions.
· Christmas Joy –$1625.00 was collected for the support of retired church workers and developing future leaders at Presbyterian-related schools and colleges.  In 2023, this offering was collected on Christmas Eve.
Total expenditure for PC (USA) Special Offerings - $7372.45

Designated Gifts – WPC held three special fundraising events during the year:
· Victims of Maui Fire – during September, a fundraiser was held for victims of the wildfires that devastated Lahaina, Maui.  $940 was raised and divided equally between the American Red Cross and Presbyterian Disaster Assistance.
· Victims of Israeli/Palestinian Conflict – During November, a fundraiser was held for children impacted by the ongoing conflict in Israel and Gaza.  $2550.00 was raised and will be divided equally between UNICEF and the Hayarden School in Tel-Aviv.
· Talent Show and Christmas Store – this event was held in November and raised $3238.00 which was divided equally between an organization benefitting Music in War and Cultures - Ukrainian Project and Innovative Alternatives for local victims of Post Traumatic Stress Disorder.
Total expenditure for designated gifts - $4428.00 

Change4Change – In January 2023, the Change4Change offering was initiated on the third Sunday of each month.  The funds collected are designated for local hunger programs.  Using Change4Change funds, the Little Free Food Pantry was installed next to the Little Free Library.  Various WPC groups have kept the pantry stocked throughout the year; local families are using the food items provided.  
Total expended to install the Little Free Food Pantry - $924.64
Total collected through Change4Change offering - $3567.69

WPC gifts to Mission in 2023 = $55,613.55
