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On November 18, Linda Smith-Gregory forwarded to George James an announcement of a talk on Science and Christianity to be held at St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church at Buffalo Speedway on December 5, 2015.  George mentioned this to the Session at the end of the November meeting and followed up with an email to the Session later.  George attended the talk and is providing this report.

St. Andrew's appears to draw some significant membership from the Rice University and Medical Center areas of Houston.  Possibly as a result, the church has an on-going discussion on the relationship between Science and Religion. In fact there is apparently one member that is a sociology professor from Rice that professionally studies this relationship.  St. Andrew's brings in speakers two or three times a years on the relationship between Science and Religion.  George asked to be placed on the mailing list and Linda is apparently on the mailing list for these talks.  However, Adult Ministries might want to have representative on this mailing list and might want to consider some collaboration in the future.  
The speaker on December 6 was Greg Cootsona.  He is currently teaching Comparative Religion and Humanities at Chico State in California.  Before that he was a pastor of adult education for 18 years, most recently at Bidwell Presbyterian Church in Chico, CA.  He is also a past co-director of the Scientists in Congregations project, which funds congregations to initiate the dialog between Science and Faith.  He has recently completed a 16 month grant project to study the attitudes of 18-30 year olds with respect to faith and science.  This was the primary topic of this talk, which was entitled "Ways Emerging Adults are Shaping the Future of Science and Religion".
The talk began with a history of the relationship between Science and Religion with a focus on the "Warfare" model of the relationship that seems to define the most vocal aspects of the discussion.  The talk then went on to define what is meant by "adulthood" and "emerging adults".  The speaker defined adults as having crossed a series of boundaries including the following or equivalent experiences: the first home, leaving school, getting married, and having kids.  The age when all of these boundaries being crossed is becoming higher and those individuals moving through the process have and "in between" or "emerging" set of feelings and attitudes.  
The wrap-up of the main context was that these emerging adults see little problem taking in information and beliefs from different perspectives. This is opposed to earlier generations that would take in a belief system as a package.  The analogy used was that of the belief systems of earlier generations were like an LP record where the songs are listened in order, from beginning to end, and in an order defined by the record company.  The belief systems of emerging adults are like an mp3 player where songs from different sources can be listed in an order that is not predefined.  However, it is not really as much of a generational issue as a developmental issue tied to the extended state of "in between".
The relationship to the Faith/Science dialog is such that emerging adults see no issue with believing the claims made by science as well as believing the claims made by religions systems.  In this manner two-way discussion and interaction are much more in line with this group than on-way instruction in belief.  A "warfare" approach to relations between science and religion is therefore becoming out of sync with emerging adults.
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