December 28, 2010

Meeting Room

The Webster Presbyterian Church (WPC) Session convened a Stated Meeting on Tuesday, December 28, 2010, in the Meeting Room.  The meeting was opened with prayer and a devotional led by the Moderator, Reverend Mark Cooper, at 7:00 p.m.

The following members of Session were present:

· Moderator, Reverend Mark Cooper;
· Associate Pastor Helen DeLeon;
· Active Elders Shallon Barboza, John Grady, Dan Hunter, John Jordan, James Kinzler, Mary Lawrence, Joan McMillan, Randy Moore, and Andy Pozluszny.
Active Elders Kathy Braeuer, Jeanette Chase, Michelle Dupont, Lonnie Fogle, Chris Kidwell, Jim Magnant, Nina Moede, Frank Rix, Kevin Snowden, and Jimmy Spivey were excused.

The follow members of the Board of Deacons were present:

· Liz Clifford, Kim Harano, Cookie Leisenring, Judy Ota, Joe Schwartz, Geri Terry, Ed Tobia, and Jamee Wilson.

Treasurer Pat Koester and Clerk of Session Gene Fisseler were also present.

A quorum was declared present by the Clerk and the Agenda for the meeting was approved.

New Members: The Moderator turned the floor over to Elder Barboza who introduced prospective new members Cindy Wood and her son, Bronson Morrill.  After the Session learned a bit about each of the guests (they are the daughter and grandson of long-time members Wilma & Ken Wood), they were introduced to the Session members present.  Rev. Cooper asked them a series of questions regarding their faith and commitment to the church.  Being satisfied with her answers, the Session voted to receive Cindy Wood and Bronson Morrill, both by transfer of letter, into full membership of Webster Presbyterian Church.
Deacon Report:  The Moderator of the Board of Deacons, Kim Harano, introduced the Deacons in attendance and gave a brief and helpful overview of the Deacons’ operations.  The 24 Deacons meet monthly and serve the needs of the congregation through geographical zones.  Activities under the purview of the Deacons include:

· Memorial service receptions for members and non-members

· Church blood drives

· Young-At-Heart group trips and events

· Communion element preparation

· Preparation of “care” baskets for St. John’s Hospital ICU

· Deacon training

Following comments by the Deacons and questions by the Session, a musical “report” by the Singing Deacons was presented, which was warmly received by everyone present.

The Session voted to approve the following minutes:

· Stated Meeting of Session, November 23, 2010, as amended;

· Called Meeting of Session, December 7, 2010, as amended; and,

· Called Meeting of the Congregation, December 19, 2010, as amended.
	
	 


	Statistical Report
	

	
	Individuals
	Families
	Comments

	Membership as of November 23, 2010
	673
	379
	

	  Gains
	
	
	

	     Transfer of Letter 

	+ 1
	+ 1
	East

	     Reaffirmation of Faith
	+ 3
	+ 2 
	Nelson/Walter, Miller

	     Profession of Faith & Baptism
	+ 0
	+ 0 
	

	  Losses
	
	
	

	     Transfer of Letter
	- 0
	- 0
	

	     Removal from Roll
	- 0
	- 0
	

	     Death

	- 1
	- 1
	Jones

	Membership as of December 28, 2010
	676
	381
	

	
	
	
	

	Baptized persons who’ve not made Professions of Faith
	108
	
	(+4) Shamika Tuttle, Grady, Reilly, Reilly

	
	
	
	

	Total children, youth and adults
	784
	
	


 
Birth: 
Baptisms: 

· Shannon M. Reilly, born September 8, 2000, daughter of Anne & Dan Reilly (members), was baptized on November 28, 2010, with Revs. Helen DeLeon, Mark Cooper and Caressa Murray co-officiating
· Steven P. Reilly, born March 16, March 16, 2004, son of Anne & Dan Reilly (members), was baptized on November 28, 2010, with Revs. Helen DeLeon, Mark Cooper and Caressa Murray co-officiating
· Aidan Robert Grady, born February 27, 2009, son of Katie Grady (member), was baptized on December 26, 2010
Deaths:  
· Virginia (Ginny) Jones died on December 26, 2010
· Marjorie (Peggy) Brennan died on January 4, 2011
Memorial services:
· A memorial service for Virginia (Ginny) Jones was held at Webster Presbyterian Church on January 8, 2011; co-officiated by Revs. Mark Cooper and Helen DeLeon

· A funeral service for Marjorie (Peggy) Brennan was held at Carnes Funeral Home in Texas City, Texas, on January 7, 2011; officiated by Rev. Helen DeLeon
New Business
· The Session voted to affirm its earlier electronic approval of the baptism of Aidan Robert Grady, born February 27, 2009, son of Katie Grady (member)
· The Session voted to approve the baptism of Tory Danielle Merritt, born October 6, 2010, daughter of Kimberly & David Merritt (members)
· The Session voted to approve the transfer of letter of Jack Ronald Cox, Jr. to Grace Presbyterian Church, Plano, Texas

· The Session voted to call two meetings:

· Special meeting of Session to adopt a 2011 budget meeting on January 9, 2011; and,

· Annual Meeting of the Congregation on January 16, 2011.

· The Session determined that new church officers will be ordained/installed during the worship services on January 9, 2011.
Team/Committee Reports & Motions
Since the meeting was convened during the holiday season, a limited number of committee reports were briefly shared.

· Communications & Outreach - A direct mailing promoting WPC’s advent season programs was made in November to reach approximately 3,400 residents in Webster and portions of League City for the.  

· Fellowship – The cookbooks arrived early and have been distributed and sold during Advent.  Sales will continue January in Narthex and Wholy Grounds.  Twelve dollars per cookbook benefits the Acoustic Solutions fund for the Fellowship Hall.
· Mission – Christmas International House activities include a square dance at WPC, a New Years Eve party at the Allens’ home, and farewell party hosted at the Brackett home.
· Stewardship & Finance – With 186 pledges submitted, the congregation has committed $677,000; and, the current projections for 2011 budget stands at $763,000.  The Session voted to approve the transfer of $2,000 from the Wedding Exchange Fund and the balance ($729.57) of the Maintenance (Capital) Fund to cover the unfunded balance associated with the purchase of the NASA Parkway sign.  There was no action taken on the item tabled from the November meeting.
Old Business: Nominating Committee report
· Nominating Committee – Chair Shallon Barboza reported that the slate of new elders is complete but that the slate of deacons is three short of her goal.
 
Pastors’ Reports: Presbytery of New Covenant’s Church Officer Enrichment is set for Saturday January 22, 2011. WPC new church officer training will be held on February 5 and the Session will meet in retreat on February 19.
Upcoming Meetings
· A Special Budget Meeting of Session on January 9, 2011, at 4:00 p.m.
· The 2011 Annual Meeting of the Congregation on January 16, 2011, following the 11:00 a.m. worship service.

· Presbytery’s Church Officer Enrichment on January 22, 2011, at St. Luke’s Presbyterian Church.

· The next Stated Meeting of Session on January 25, 2011, at 7:00 p.m.

· WPC new church officer training on Saturday, February 5, 2011.

· WPC Session retreat on Saturday, February 19, 2011.
The business of this Stated Meeting being completed, the Session voted to adjourn.  The meeting was closed with prayer at 8:30 p.m.

 Clerk of Session
Gene Fisseler
