Annual Webster Presbyterian Church Board of Deacons

Report to Session

December 2010

Thank you for your ongoing support, prayers, and encouragement of this wonderful ministry.  I have been privileged to serve as Deacon Moderator this year, along with Joann Letson as Vice Moderator and Jamee Wilson as Secretary/Treasurer.  Their leadership and support was invaluable to the work of the Deacons.

Our Board met the first Thursday of each month to share news and needs in our assigned zones, and to report on any ongoing programs or projects, to learn and sharpen our ministry skills through training, and to support and encourage each other in our faith and ministry together.  A synopsis of our monthly activities:

January 2010
Annual Deacon retreat led by the Rev. Helen DeLeon, Kim Harano, Jamee Wilson, and Joann Letson, to review the structure of Deacon activities in the congregation, and to review specific tasks, such as communion preparation and ICU care basket maintenance.

February 2010
Training on hospital visiting, led by the Rev. Steven Spidell.  Liz Clifford introduced a new ministry involving delivery of the Sunday flowers to shut-ins.

March 2010
Deacon committee formation and meetings.

April 2010
Bud Allison led the Deacons in a skills assessment review and discussion.

May 2010
Jackie Hart gave a presentation on the role of the Deacon during the time of bereavement for families.

June 2010
Ava Sloan from Brookdale Senior Living spoke about the special needs of seniors and the community support system that is available.

July 2010
Meeting cancelled due to heavy rains.

August 2010
Michael Cooper discussed the newly formed Senior Care Ministry program and goals, and how Deacons can use and assist this ministry.  

September 2010
Michael Cooper provided AED training to the board. 

October 2010
Helen DeLeon and Kim Harano spoke about an online program called Take-a-Meal, and discussed zone realignments due to role clearings.

November 2010
No training event, committees met after the regular meeting.

December, 2010
Annual Christmas Party for the Deacons, hosted by Helen DeLeon.

Our Deacon Board worked to stay in regular contact with congregants, provided support to families in crisis throughout the year, visiting members in the hospital, in rehabilitation, and in their homes.   The Community Service committee received a Gold Level Award from the Blood Bank, and coordinated several blood drives.  Our Youth Deacon, Sarah Faxel, was instrumental in blood drive coordination this year.  The Communications committee developed and installed Deacon Frames and wrote several articles for the newsletter.  The Transportation committee arranged for rides as requested, The Young at Heart Committee coordinated these outings for our 55+ aged members:  Nolan Ryan Museum, Bayou Bend, Astros game, Sea Center, Neutral Buoyancy Lab, Museum of Natural Science Magic Show, the play “Get Smart”, Galveston tree sculpture tour, Museum of Natural Science Mummies of the Silk Road.  The Immediate Care committee worked with pastors and families to coordinate memorial receptions for the following people:  Ginny Jones, Peggy Brennan, Ken Jones, Ruth Hendershot, Robin Manison, Virginia Hurgeton, David Cade , Charlene Wilson, and Alice Wolfe.

Additionally, Deacons supported these routine duties: Prayers of the People, weekly refreshment of a care basket at the St. John ICU waiting room, weekly delivery of altar flowers to shut-ins, monthly communion elements preparation, and monthly meeting devotionals. 

Deacons also assisted with welcoming new members, baptisms, and obtaining emergency contact information for our congregants.

Our work is eased by a loving, caring congregation, which knows no end to giving when called.  We are grateful for the support of our Elder Representative, Kathy Brauer, and our Staff support, the Rev. Helen DeLeon, and are humbled by this unique call to service.

In His name,

Kim Harano

Deacon Moderator, 2010

