Family Promise Update to Session

12-14-09

Please review the attached information for reference from your Mission Team…
Thanks,

James Kinzler, Chair – Mission Team

The following folks met on 12/9/09 to discuss the prospect of WPC hosting “folks who recently have become homeless” to help them get back on their feet.  Area churches are developing a ministry for our area as has been done in 39 states by way of a national organization called Family Promise.  

Meeting Attendees: Pastor Caressa Murray, Pastor Helen Deleon, Jackie Allen from Mission Team, Cathy Black from Children’s Ministry, Jennifer Carr and Joan McMillan from Fellowship, Debbie Allensworth and Jim Liberatore of St. Andrews Episcopal.
Purpose: Discuss the viability of WPC serving as a host congregation.  
Status: Family Promise of Clear Creek is working on securing it’s official 501 (c) 3 status.  Current financial report for FPCC shows $6000 funds raised to date. Clear Creek Family Promise continues to grow.  CCFP President and Kim Glaus Late have met with a grant writer to seek funding.  A CCFP Day Center has been secured via CLUMC.  CCFP is getting closer to beginning operations and looking for a supervisor.  Four area churches have signed church agreements with CCFP (WPC is not one of them).  There are 2-3 more churches in development of CCFP ministries.  CCFP needs $50,000 to start operations.
WPC Notes: WPC is larger than many churches participating in Family Promise as a once a quarter host church.  Basic involvement as a host church is to provide housing and meals to 4 to5 families for one week, once per quarter.  This Mission would involve use of dividers in 2 rooms like the Meeting Room and the Gallery.  Mission would lead an effort to establish a proposal to bring to Session for Mission management of the dividers, scheduling and meal planning.  Debbie and Jim took a tour along with Meeting participants to imagine how WPC might host and what issues might come up.

Timeline: likely February to have a plan to present to Session… likely mid 2010 to host if supported…

Reference emails to Session and Committee Reps for scheduling of the meeting:

---- Original Message ----- 

From: Caressa Murray 

To: 'Helen DeLeon' ; 'Dan Hunter' ; hunterdp@bv.com ; 'Jim Magnant' ; 'Magnant, James A (N-USA)' ; 'Joan McMillan' ; 'Jennifer Carr' ; 'John Dewey' ; 'John Grady' ; 'John Grady' ; 'Cathy Black' ; 'Catherine Black' 

Cc: james.kinzler@shell.com ; kinz5@earthlink.net ; 'Jimm Spivey' ; 'Jimmy Spivey' ; 'Allen, Jaclyn (JSC-KA)[Jacobs Technology]' ; 'Late, Kimberly Glaus (JSC-SF)[WYLE LABS]' ; mark@websterpresby.org ; frjimbo@msn.com ; txdigger@msn.com 

Sent: Monday, November 16, 2009 1:47 PM

Subject: MEETING DATE - Family Promise at Webster PC

Hello everyone,

We have a date and time to meet to hear about the exciting possibilities of WPC’s involvement in the Family Promise ministry.

Wednesday, December 9, at 6:30 p.m., at Webster Presbyterian Church in the meeting room

I look forward to seeing everyone there and special greetings to our guests from Family Promise, Jim Liberatore and Debbie Allensworth, who will also be joining us.

Thank you for setting aside this time, 

Rev. Caressa Murray

Associate Pastor of Children, Youth and Families

Webster Presbyterian Church

201 W. NASA Parkway

Webster, TX 77598

www.websterpresby.org
281-332-1251, ext. 25

caressa@websterpresby.org
From: Helen DeLeon [mailto:hdeleon@websterpresby.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 11, 2009 4:51 PM
To: 'Dan Hunter'; hunterdp@bv.com; 'Jim Magnant'; 'Magnant, James A (N-USA)'; 'Joan McMillan'; 'Jennifer Carr'; 'John Dewey'; 'John Grady'; 'John Grady'; 'Cathy Black'; 'Catherine Black'
Cc: 'Caressa Murray'; james.kinzler@shell.com; kinz5@earthlink.net; 'Jimm Spivey'; 'Jimmy Spivey'; 'Allen, Jaclyn (JSC-KA)[Jacobs Technology]'; 'Late, Kimberly Glaus (JSC-SF)[WYLE LABS]'; mark@websterpresby.org
Subject: Family Promise at Webster PC

Webster Presbyterian Church has been at the ground level organization of a new ministry for the Clear Creek area.  Family Promise (formerly known as Interfaith Hospitality Network) organizes at the local level with area churches to provide temporary housing for families.

Churches in the organization offer their campuses as “home” for the families in the organization for one week at a time.  The host church provides volunteers to set up the space designated for the families, move them in, provide an evening meal each night, overnight hosts, and to organize a light breakfast for the families.  The frequency with which a congregation hosts is determined by the number of churches in the network.  Clear Creek Family Promise will begin its work when it has at least 13 host churches, thus, no church would host more than four times a year.

Your pastors unanimously endorse this ministry and are hopeful that Webster Presbyterian Church can find a way to participate in it.  There are two important matters to be addressed in order for us to do so.  The first is that of space.  The second will be that of volunteers.

Caressa and Helen would like for you, who represent the ministries that would be most affected by this mission, to participate in a meeting to discuss the possibilities.  We will have a representative from Clear Creek Family Promise join us to describe the ministry and its needs in detail and to help review our space to determine whether or not it will meet the needs of the ministry.  Kimberly Glaus-Late and Jackie Allen, Mission Committee representatives who also serve on the Board of Family Promise, will also join us for this meeting.

We have cleared four potential dates, and ask that each of you let us know of your availability for each of them:

            Monday, November 30, 6:30 p.m.

            Monday, December 7, 6:30 p.m.

            Tuesday, December 8, 6:30 p.m.

            Wednesday, December 9, 6:30 p.m.

We hope you will be able to meet with us and that you will find this opportunity as exciting and meaningful as we do.

Please respond to Caressa and Helen with your availability.

Yours in Christ,

Caressa and Helen

Rev. Helen P. DeLeon

Associate Pastor

Webster Presbyterian Church

281-332-1251

