WEBSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Actions by Session 2007

January 9, 2007
· Session voted to adopt a 2007 budget of $773,189.27 with anticipated revenue of $773,500.00.

January 30, 2007
· Session voted to issue a letter of transfer for Mary Knudsen to Westminster Presbyterian Church, Cedar Rapids, Iowa and Christopher Lewis Berry to Westminster Presbyterian Church, Odessa, Texas
· Session elected Priscilla Koester as Treasurer for 2007
· Session elected Ann Waehner as Assistant Treasurer for 2007
· Session elected Gene Fisseler as Clerk for 2007
· Session  elected James E. Paden as Clerk of Session, Emeritus

· Session approved the sale of Easter Lilies to decorate the Sanctuary at Easter

· Session elected Frank McMillan and Robert Cravens to Endowment and Special Funds Committee

· Session elected Jennifer Carr and Gene Fisseler as Commissioners to the February 10, 2007, Stated Presbytery Meeting

· Session voted to hold a Called Meeting on May 12, 2007 at 10:00 a.m. for the purpose of examining and receiving the Communicants Class

· Session voted to meet in retreat on February 24, 2007, 10:00 AM to 2:00 p.m.

February 24, 2007
· Session elected Ross Looney and Pete Koester to serve as Commissioners to the Called Meeting of Presbytery of New Covenant on Tuesday, February 27, 2007 at St. John’s Presbyterian Church of Houston  
· Session voted to extend an offer of employment as Secretary to Ms. Daphne Riemer

February 27, 2007
· Session voted to direct the Moderator to (1) assemble a team to evaluate the offer to sell to WPC the Fowler property and (2) request the team is to report back to Session at its March 27 meeting, providing adequate data to facilitate Session’s decision on this matter
· Session approved the following curriculum:
· For Adult Sunday School Classes – Sabbath Time, by Tilden Edwards and On the Road again: A Journey of Faith, by James Moore 
· For Covenant Groups – Celebration of Discipline, by Richard Foster
· For Wednesday Night Adult Book Study – Our Endangered Values: America’s Moral Crisis, by Jimmy Carter
· Session approved Kim Kinzler to serve as Sr. High Conclaves Sponsor and George James to serve as a Jr. High Conclaves Sponsor
· Session voted to set its Long Range Planning Retreat for Saturday, April 21, 2007, at 9:00 a.m.

March 27, 2007
· Session voted to receive Pat and Rowena Colwell into Full Membership of Webster Presbyterian Church by Reaffirmation of Faith

· Session voted to recommend to the congregation that WPC proceed with negotiations to purchase the corner property based on the contract in hand

· Session voted to call a Special Meeting of the Congregation on Sunday, April 15, 2007, after the 11:00 a.m. Worship Service to vote on Session’s recommendation that WPC purchase the property at 211 West NASA Parkway

· Session voted to issue a Letter of Transfer for Karin & Walter High to Maxwell Street Presbyterian Church in Lexington, Kentucky

· Session voted to disallow changes in the ACS database regarding a member’s status by Office Staff, Session Committee members, other committee members, or member-volunteers until policies and procedures for the ACS system are published

· Session voted to approve the proposed Vacation Bible School schedule, Sunday, June 3 through Thursday, June 7, 2007, and curriculum – Avalanche Ranch by Group Publishing
· Session voted to approve "Would Jesus Really Do That?" by Cook Communications Ministries to serve as curriculum for Junior High Sunday School

April 24, 2007
· Session voted to receive Janice Smith-Bagheri into Full Membership of Webster Presbyterian Church by transfer of letter from Glen Allen, Illinois
· Session voted to approve the CIF as amended

· Session voted to elect three Serving Elders as Commissioners to the May 15 meeting of Presbytery of New Covenant at Camp Cho-Yeh: Jennifer Carr, Ross Looney, and Julie Mead

· Session voted to authorize Treasurer Pat Koester to utilize the bank line of credit if necessary as a bridge from closing until permanent financing can be arranged

· The Session voted to establish a Vision Committee responsible for long-range planning, which will be populated at a later date

· Session voted to form an ad hoc Physical Plant Task Force to review the previous campus development plan and update and modify it as appropriate

· Session approved the selection of Patty Kloves to serve as sponsor for Jr. High PYC and Pat Denyszyn to serve as a Sr. High Sunday School teacher


May 12, 2007
· Session voted unanimously to accept the following individuals for the Sacrament of Baptism on May 20, 2007: Ryan Lloyd Fletcher and Graham Allen Montgomery
· Session voted unanimously to sustain the examination of the following confirmands and to accept them as full members of Webster Presbyterian Church on May 20, 2007: Sarah Cravens, Michelle Dupont, Sarah Faxel, Ryan Fletcher, Marshall Godwin, Colleen Grady, Trevor Grunden, Lance Kelley, Shelby McNeill, Elizabeth Noriega, Robert Noriega, Rudy Noriega, Graham Montgomery, Jared Stoyanov, and Michael Tobia


May 22, 2007
· Session voted to remove Marty and John Davis, at their request, from the Rolls as they have moved and are now members of the United Methodist Church in Coldspring, Texas
· Session voted to approve a request for use of certain church campus facilities by TaxAide in January 2008
· Session voted to approve a motion that WPC host the CROP Walk in 2007 and 2008
· Session voted to approve a motion for the Worship Committee and Pastor Mark Cooper to form a search team to fill the Music Director position on a permanent basis
· Session voted to table further action regarding the Vision Team and the Physical Plant Team until the June Stated Meeting

 

June 26, 2007
· Session voted to approve the preparation and transmittal of a Letter of Transmittal for Cheryl and Charles Springer to Clear Lake Presbyterian Church, Houston, Texas
· Session voted to remove from the Rolls Roxine Goslar Lawton at her request
· Session referred a request from Pat Brackett on behalf of the Bay Area Symphony to Tye Cowan and the “marketing” task force

· Session referred to Fellowship & Welcoming a request received by the church secretary to place a “guest book” in the Narthex for visitors to the church to register their visit
· Session voted to direct the Administration Committee to consider and propose criteria and a process for “naming” a room, a building, a garden, or other area of the church campus after a person
· Session voted to approve as curriculum for the Fall 2007 4th and 5th grade class the online curriculum Grapple by Group Publishing
· Session voted to approve the celebration of communion at the wedding of Pat Denyszyn and Dan Hunter
· Session voted to approve use of Building Fund moneys to purchase a mixing board for the Sanctuary sound system, replacing the one stolen Session voted to approve the service of Janice Smith-Bagheri as a Senior High Sunday School teacher, contingent upon a satisfactory background check

July 24, 2007
· Session voted to receive Kimberly and David Merritt and Jennifer and Joe Martin into Full Membership of Webster Presbyterian Church by Reaffirmation of Faith.

· Session voted to approve the following curriculum: “Bible and Me” and “Large Group-Small Group

· Session voted to approve fundraisers involving WPC and neighboring churches in support of the 2007 Bay Area Christmas International House, which fundraisers will include the sale of specially-designed Christmas cards and a holiday social event

· Session voted to approve the revised Wedding Policy

August 27, 2007

· Session voted (1) to affirm that the music director position is a full-time position and (2) to reaffirm its earlier approval for the Music Director Search Team to pursue the hiring of a qualified candidate.  

· Session voted to authorize a letter of transfer for Judy Bozone to First Presbyterian Church, Richardson, Texas
· Session voted to approve the following baptisms: Emily Martin, born June 6, 2007, daughter of members Jennifer and Joseph Martin; Nathan Kidwell Hearn, born March 31, 2006, son of Kristina and Tony Hearn, grandson of members James and Deborah Kidwell; and, John Ranger Hindman, III (Trey), March 1, 2007, son of members Kathryn and John, Jr. Hindman, grandson of members James and Deborah Kidwell 

· Session voted to approve the book entitled The Politics of Jesus:  Rediscovering The True Revolutionary Nature of Jesus' Teaching and How They Have Been Corrupted, by author Obrey M. Hendricks Jr., as curriculum for the Adult Book Study Group
· Session voted to approve an increase in the hourly pay rate for nursery staff to $8.40

· Session voted to approve the following curriculums for use in Jr. High Sunday School:  “Creative Bible Lessons in Genesis,” “Creative Bible Lessons in 1 & 2 Timothy and Titus,” and “Dares from Jesus,” all produced by Youth Specialties Books and published by Zondervan
· Session voted to elect Elder Roy Phillips to serve as Vice Chair of the Nominating Committee.  Further, the Session voted to elect to the Nominating Committee the following church members: Anne Waehner, Lynn Godwin, and Patty Lusk
September 25, 2007
· Session voted to approve letters of transfer for Tom and Mary Leng, to First Presbyterian Church, Kingwood, Texas, and for Lynne Phillips, to First Presbyterian Church, Alameda, California

· Session voted approve the baptism of Olivia Sophia Bihm, born May 11, 2007, daughter of Karen and Wayne Bihm 

· Session voted to direct the Communications Team to consider and bring forth a recommendation for a new sign along NASA Parkway
· Session voted to approve the following list of teachers, shepherds, and nursery volunteers: Freeman Gregory, Kristen Green, Lauren Balletto, Richard Koester, Mary Sumrall-Sydnor, Rudy Noriega, and Joe Godwin, contingent upon satisfactory background checks as appropriate
· Session voted to approve the production of the children’s musical, Simon Says: The Rockin’ Trial of Simon Peter, Jimmy Travis and Gail Getzen on Sunday, February 24, 2008

· Session voted to approve a Sunday morning worship service to be planned and presented by the Youth

· Session voted to approve the Celebration of Communion at the Sunday evening Youth worship service on Sunday, October 28  

· Session moved to approve a request for the Senior High to hold a car wash at the church on Saturday, October 13, including the pre-sale of tickets prior to the car wash, to support Senior High trip(s) in 2008
· Session voted to approve Andy Posluszny to serve as an adult leader in Senior High Connections (Wednesday night gathering), contingent upon a satisfactory background check
· Session voted to offer the house on the corner lot for sale to J.D. Jenkins for $1,000 with removal of the structure at his cost
· Session voted to adopt a new organizational structure in 2008 consisting of 18 Serving Elders, plus one Youth Elder (not assigned to a committee), and seven committees which are:

· Administration including Personnel, Communications, Stewardship & Finance, and Long Range Planning (4 Elders) ;

· Buildings & Grounds (2 Elders)

· Care including Fellowship (2 Elders);

· Christian Nurture including Children’s Ministry, Youth Ministry, and Adult Ministry (4 Elders);

· Mission (2 Elders); 

· Outreach including Welcoming (2 Elders); and, 

· Worship (2 Elders)
October 27, 2007
· Session voted to receive Karen and Wayne Bihm into Full Membership of Webster Presbyterian Church by letter of transfer from University Presbyterian Church in Baton Rouge, Louisiana 

· Session voted to endorse the Search Team’s recommendation to hire Glenn and Geri Foster as Director and Associate Director of Music & Fine Arts 

· Session voted to approve the minutes of the September 25, 2007, Stated Meeting of Session
· Session voted to modify action taken at the September Stated Meeting to approve, in lieu of Mr. Jenkins paying the church $1,000 for the house located on the corner lot, a member of the church making a $1,000 contribution to the “property purchase” fund
· Session voted to ratify its earlier email approval of baptism of Thomas Daniel Daly, born May 10, 2007, son of Daniel Patrick and Karen Sue Daly, grandson of member Robin Manison
· Session voted to approve letters of transfer for: Matt Langley to First Presbyterian Church of Austin, Austin, Texas; and, Sue Hardwick to St. Paul’s United Methodist Church, Houston, Texas

· Session voted to approve removal from the active roll David and Connie Niebert at their request

· Session voted to approve the baptism of Olivia Sophia Bihm, born May 11, 2007, daughter of Karen and Wayne Bihm 

· Session voted to elect Serving Elders Marjorie Seiter and Ross Looney and Elder Edna Arnold to serve as Commissioners to the November 13 Stated Meeting of Presbytery of New Covenant at Korean Central Presbyterian Church, Houston.  

· Session voted to approve publication of a new church membership photo directory
· Session voted to approve the annual poinsettia sale fundraiser during the Advent season
· Session voted to approve a “Youth Gift Tree” fundraiser during Advent to support the ongoing efforts to improve and supply the youth rooms in the Education Building
· Session voted to call, and provide proper notice for, a Congregational Meeting on Sunday, November 18 to (1) consider an amendment to the WPC bylaws and (2) elect church officers (Deacons, Elders, and Trustees) for the Class of 2010
November 27, 2007

· Session voted to receive Elizabeth and Courtenay Clifford into Full Membership of Webster Presbyterian Church by letter of transfer from Neelsville Presbyterian Church in Germantown, Maryland
· Session voted to approve letters of transfer for: Stephen and Linda Utterback to Grand Lakes Presbyterian Church, Katy, Texas; and, Gerald and Patricia Carr to the First Congregational Church, Manchester, Vermont

· Session voted to approve (1) use of 2007 funds by the Adult Christian Education Committee to secure reservations for the Women’s Retreat to be held at Camp Allen in October of 2009, and, (2) in future years, then current year funds to be used to secure reservations for the Women’s Retreat scheduled for up to two subsequent years
· Session voted to approve use of the church building for twice-monthly meetings of recently chartered Girl Scouts of America Troop 7653 and directed the Mission Committee to draft a letter agreement laying out expectations on the parts of the Scouts and of WPC
December 18, 2007

· Session voted to approve the baptism of Mia Ann Eason, born September 20, 2007, daughter of Whitney Ann (M) and Michael Duane Eason and younger sister of Briley Ann Eason, on December 23, at 11:00 a.m.

· Session voted to provide the required notice of the Annual Meeting of the Congregation for Sunday, January 27, 2008, immediately following the 11:00 a.m. worship service for the purpose of reviewing 2007 church operations, reviewing the pastoral staff Terms of Call, presenting a budget for 2008, and electing two members to the Nominating Committee 

· Session voted to approve a request for temporary use of church facilities for January meetings of a Brownie Troop led by church members Donna Magnant and Laura Shipman
· Session voted to approve the celebration of Communion on these dates and for these occasions:

January 6, 2008

Baptism of the Lord

February 3, 2008

First Sunday of the month

February 6, 2008

Ash Wednesday (by intinction)

March 2, 2008

First Sunday of the Month

March 20, 2008

Maundy Thursday (by intinction)

April 6, 2008


First Sunday of the month

May 4, 2008


First Sunday of the month

June 1, 2008


First Sunday of the month

July 20, 2008

Lunar Communion

August 3, 2008

First Sunday of the month

September 7, 2008

First Sunday of the month

October 5, 2008

World Wide Communion

October 2008

Women’s Retreat (date to be determined)

November 2, 2008

First Sunday of the month

December 7, 2008

First Sunday of the month

December 2008

Blue Christmas service (date to be determined)

December 24, 2008

Christmas Eve worship service

Two or three dates in 2008
Youth-led evening worship services

January 4, 2009

Baptism of the Lord

· Session voted to approve, for use by the new Covenant Group, Parenting 101, How to Talk so Kids Will Listen and Listen so Kids Will Talk, a book authored by Adele Faber and Elaine Mazlish and recommended by Covenant Group Coordinator Jane Markley
· Session voted to approve two policies pertaining to the Youth Elder:

· When a Youth Elder is assigned to a Session Committee, a Mentor Elder from that committee be designated to help with understanding of the workings and responsibilities of Session as a whole and the committee in particular.

· A Youth Elder will be offered the option of changing their committee assignment at the midpoint of their term (i.e., at six months)
· Session voted to ask the Board of Deacons, through the Care Committee, to adopt a policy regarding the Youth Deacon that provides an option for changing team assignments at the midpoint of the their term (i.e., at six months)
