WPC Earth Care Team Minutes  – August 11, 2023
When:  Via Zoom at 7:00PM
Attendees: Anya Ezhevskaya, Brenda and Ralph Faxel, Kim Kinzler, Phyllis Koenig, Joe and Jeanette Schwarz, Don Willoughby and Jean Zophy
Brenda opened us with a prayer.

Sharing/Other:
· Joe discussed two webinars.  Every location that goes solar influences others to go solar.
· Joe and Jeanette attended a seminar at St. Phillips Presbyterian from author Kyle Meyaard-Schaap “Following Jesus in a Warming World: A Christian Call to Climate Action”. How to tell a different story”. 
https://www.amazon.com/Following-Jesus-Warming-World-Christian/dp/1514004453

· Jean reminded us about Keith’s book review Aug. 20th on “Hidden Life of Trees”.
· Earth Care team to fill the Food Pantry daily for September.
	
	Day of week:
	By Whom:

	Monday
	Anya

	Tuesday
	Jean

	Wednesday
	Jeanette

	Thursday
	Debbie/Phyllis

	Friday
	Phyllis

	Saturday
	Ralph and Brenda

	Sunday
	Kim


In Fellowship Hall is a cabinet by the kitchen which has food supplies.  Kim, Phyllis and Ralph have Fellowship Hall keys.  Contact Liz for Fellowship Hall access Monday-Thursday 9-4PM.
· Brenda informed us about a zoom talk August 14 on “Pocket Prairies” and Fall NPSOT plant sale is Oct. 21 at UHCL EIH.
· October 21 Earth Care outdoor activity.  We have gone kayaking or had a group bike ride.  We are swapping and holding the campout in the Spring.
· Discussed the idea of another Moon Tree and decided that two is a good number.


WPC Green Ideas:
· On Going activities:
· Solar Panels
· Replacing key light switches with occupancy motion switches
· Change Incandescent and Fluorescent tubes with LEDS, and recycle the fluorescent tubes at Stella Roberts Pearland Recycling Center
· New Activities to investigate – by whom:
· Interfaith Power and Light (IPF) Cool Congregation Certificate – Joe
· Smart Thermostats – Don has ideas to setup data recorders capturing temperature, humidity and CO levels to better understand system utilization and issues.  Don with Joe and Ralph
· Plastic Bag recycling
· Collect plastic bags as a mission program for Mats for Homeless People. First, we need to reduce plastic bag use, reuse them and lastly repurpose their use.  Kim and Phyllis to work with the Mission Team to collect, cut and tie bags into long strips.  Anya said this could be a 2nd Sunday Mission activity.  - Anya, Kim and Phyllis
· Review use of Bamboo/recycled paper bathroom.  Kim got some samples to test out.  Anya noted brands their family did not like.  Ralph has budget costs from Liz.  - Kim and Ralph
· Review LEED certification to learn new ideas.  Anya noted that certification is costly $900 to $5,000.  However, we can look into the five main areas of certification and see if can find new ideas. 
Link:  
- Anya
Earth Day Review:
A) Presbyterian Women’s Organization speaker/presentation:
· Brenda shared our presentation about being an Earth Care Congregation with Woodlands Community Church.
· Mission of Yahweh in Houston interested in starting a Butterfly Garden. Jean had not heard back from the organization, but maybe in the Fall.

Frontier Utility box update –   Webster city has approved as Frontier approves.  Frontier’s requirement is ‘do not cover the numbers’.  Anya has some ideas.  But how to weather-proof the artwork?

Solar Panel Update:
It’s working!  The solar panels are producing power.  The comm link is the remaining item and that should be completed the week of August 21st.

Movie Night:
Our next movie night is September 29th.  Joe is reviewing potential movies.  Email him if have title ideas. 


Earth Care Web page:
Joe Schawrz is looking into revising our web site with new pictures and information potentially quarterly.  Checkout the solar panel update and pictures.  

Garden Sharing: (second Sunday dates with Early Riser Breakfast):  					  	Garden Sharing Schedule – focal point:
· October 08 - TBD
· November 12 - TBD
· December 10 - TBD
Budget:
· Earth Care 2023 budget for 2023 is $450, an increase from $300. Remember to turn in your Earth Day event or Butterfly Garden expenses.  Our current balance is $375.  Earth Care also has a designated fund with additions over the years now with $871.
Educational Item:  – Anya showed us work from a 19th century Ornithology Book from the Houston Museum of Fine Art’s library.
Next Meeting:
· meeting date:  Friday, September 15,  at 7PM at Anya’s house with a zoom option.
Future Educational Items:
· September – Ralph
· October - Phyllis
Recycling Schedule: (changing back to monthly) - also picking up some from Fellowship kitchen.
· August – Jean
· September – Koenigs
· October - Debbie
Watering Schedule: 
· Add cover plants when having freezing conditions (i.e. particularly the hibiscus) 
· Schedule: (Note that Week 1 begins with the first Sunday of the month) 
· Week 1 – Kim ( team is backup)  - Kim start us back watering as it has been dry.
· Week 2 – Jean (Debbie is backup) 
· Week 3 – The Faxels (Allens are backup) 
· Week 4 – The Schwarzs (Phyllis is backup) 
· Week 5 – Cathy (Anya is backup) 
Ralph closed us with a prayer. 
