Mission Committee
August 18, 2019 – Meeting Notes

1)     Valley Team Presentation & Discussion
                   Observations – 
Need is great!
Team met with Catholic Charities Respite Center located just outside Harlingen.  Large building directly across from ICE bus stop drop-off location.  Building functions as resource center providing food/shelter/showers/clothing/transport assistance/ interactive activities such as art programs for children.
PC(USA) working towards opening a Wellness Center that will provide food/education programs/first aid.  Look to provide dental and medical services. Have location, but building needs lots of work.
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WPC team members will work on developing ideas for congregation participation.  

Ideas for participation going forward:
	Clothing Drive – Set for October 13 – Involve children, youth and families.
		Word to go out to congregation w/specifics on needs and sizes.
		Children/youth & families will sort and box donations.
		Anya has volunteered to work with Valley Team and youth to organize.

Sew Friendship Bears – Sandy Dwyer will work on getting pattern for small stuffed fabric bears that are handed out to children as they arrive at Respite Center.

Organize follow-up mission trip(s) with idea of including youth, to work at Valley Respite Center.  Travel Team will provide guidance.

Helen & Sandy suggested immediate need of evaporative cooling unit for second floor of Respite Center.  Investigate unit and cost. Mission Committee to look into cost and fund drive to purchase.

2)     Peru Network Meeting
                  Planning progress to date
		Skype call planned for Tuesday, Aug 20, w/details following.
Volunteer needs
 Organization (Much thanks to Anya for her skills)
1)  Meals & Snacks – Anya coordinating (Jennifer Carr as resource?)
2) Set-up & Decorations – Beverly Crockett, Maureen Bigueras, Cindy Martin (Anya to contact)
3) Hosting (congregation members) – Kathy Black (Anya to contact)
4) Volunteers – Facilitation Team (Ed to contact)

Information Flyer design – Anya will work up image for flyer 
(Ed to coordinate getting flyer distributed)

Ed will write-up article for September WPC Newsletter.


3)     Special Offerings & McWhirter Schools Supplies Drive

Fantastic response from WPC congregation members responding to this year supplies drive.  Donated supplies exceeded a large pick-up truck bed of space in addition to $1,400 in cash donations.

           Discuss need for WPC representative to head this up in 2020
Sheryl Mittermeier will be moving at end of 2019.  WPC volunteer needed to assume Sheryl’s coordinating activities.  Sheryl has done a much-appreciated fantastic job.  Judy Brown’s name was presented to assume Sheryl’s activities.
(Ed will contact Judy and report back)

4)     Mission Activities/Projects Through End of 2019
                   Review any upcoming activities planned through the end of 2019

Added Discussion:

Keith discussed importance of incorporating children and youth in both planning and participating in tactile mission related projects.  Several examples were brought up including the “Soles for Souls” shoe drive and packaging kits for refugees.
Suggestion for developing participation projects each Spring and Fall.
Future project ideas include:
	Fall Clothing Drive for Valley Respite Center (Oct. 13, 2019)
	Personal Hygiene Kits for Valley Respite Center

James provided a reading suggestion related to a very timely topic:
“Anxious to Talk About It, Helping White Christians Talk Faithfully About Racism.”  
Carolyn B. Helsel

Family Promise
Possibility Family Promise will have to move out of current Day Center (property being sold) and may need temporary operating location.  WPC suggested for potential location to host for interim time need to find a more permanent location.
Details:

From Board Chair Ryan Kirksey:
1. Lakeside Lutheran has made the decision to sell their property - they have been incredibly generous to us in the past. 

2. We believe it will take a substantial amount of time (6-12 months) to sell the property, but we are making preparations for an emergency situation where we have to vacate. 

3. Would your church be willing to serve as a temporary Day Center for no more than three months? 

4. Our basic needs are:
        2-3 office spaces (could also be a conference room)
        2 living spaces for families
        2 bathrooms
        6 parking spaces
        Access to showers and laundry (if at all available) 

Ed will get with Kevin Snowden to discuss plan for WPC to install showers.
Evaluate feasibility and cost estimate. 
