July 23, 2019
WPC Meeting Room
The Webster Presbyterian Church (WPC) Session convened a stated meeting of the Session on Tuesday, July 23, 2019, at 7:030p.m.
Welcome and Call to Order were offered by Moderator Rev. Dr. Keith Uffman. 
Pastor Keith offered an opening prayer.

A quorum was declared present consisting of the following:

· Senior Pastor Keith Uffman, Associate Pastor Helen DeLeon,
· Ruling Elders Allen Brown, Bill Dixon, Sandy Dwyer, Kim Kinzler, Pat Koester, Bill Lopez, Chris Ramsay, Ian Russell, Kevin Snowden, Nancy Steger, Ken Thompson, Ed Tobia;
· Treasurer Jimmy Spivey, and Clerk to Session Melisa Ferguson.

The Session approved the agenda.
The Session received a staff report from Pastor Helen:

· Pastor Helen has been asked to moderate a panel discussion on compassion in palliative care of children.  She is looking for panel members to represent multiple faiths.

· Pastor Helen will be on vacation for one week starting July 28.

· Pastor Helen, along with Sandy Dwyer, Bill Dixon, Lynn Snowden, and possibly Ed Tobia, is planning a trip to the Texas/Mexico border to join a larger group of volunteers working for Sacred Heart Humanitarian Respite Center.  She and many others want not only to help, but to observe the situation for themselves.
The Session received a staff report from Pastor Keith:

· Pastor Keith reminded the Session that July and early August are vacation time for his family, since Mary Helen is a teacher.

· Look for a multi-faith class offering in the fall.

The Session read together the WPC Vision Statement, revised and approved by Session in June 2018.

Webster Presbyterian Church is an evolving spiritual community joyfully serving Christ as active disciples.  We welcome ALL alongside us to create a more loving, affirming, just and sustainable world, valuing spiritual inquiry, civility of discourse, scientific ideas, and artistic expression.
Pastor Keith posed a question to the Session: What are ways that we are evolving as a spiritual community?  The Session provided many answers, such as: inviting others to functions, developing a deeper grounding in faith, doing interfaith work, participating in mental health awareness work, the evolution of our men’s discussion group, and the fundraiser benefitting Family Promise being performed by Tom Camp and Joe Schwarz.
The Session heard a finance report from Treasurer Jimmy Spivey.  Jimmy stated that for the year, giving is down but expenses are somewhat lower than usual.  Finance & Stewardship will begin providing finance facts to the congregation in advance of the fall stewardship campaign.  Home meetings will be held in September, and the campaign will be held in October.  There will be emphasis on legacy giving.
The Session approved the Clerk’s Omnibus Motion that contained the following items:
Approval of Minutes – Approve the minutes of the following meeting(s):

· June 25, 2019: Stated Meeting of Session Minutes

	Statistical Report
	 

	 
	Individuals
	Families
	Comments

	Membership as of June 25, 2019
	404
	248
	 

	Gains
	 
	 
	 

	     Transfer of Letter
	+ 0
	+ 0
	

	     Reaffirmation or Statement of Faith
	+ 0
	+ 0
	

	     Profession of Faith & Baptism
	+ 0
	+ 0
	

	     Other
	+ 0
	+ 1
	Kaela Sorrels (nee Talplacido) new household

	Losses
	 
	 
	 

	     Transfer of Letter
	- 0
	- 0
	

	     Removal from Roll
	- 0
	- 0
	

	     Death
	- 0
	- 0
	

	Membership as of July 23, 2019
	404
	249
	 

	Baptized persons who’ve not made Professions of Faith
	54
	 
	

	Total adults, children, and youth
	458
	
	


Church Life Milestones:

Births
· None.
Baptisms
· None.
Weddings
· Rev. Helen DeLeon officiated a wedding for Julie Middaugh and Carl Schultz on Sunday, July 7, 2019, at their home.

· Rev. Helen DeLeon officiated a wedding for Kimberly Fridye and Carson Jones on Friday, July 12, 2019, at Webster Presbyterian Church.
Deaths

· None.
Memorial Services

· None.
New Members

· None.
Pastoral Care Off Campus

· None.
Allen Brown, chair of the Facilitation Team, gave a summary report on the 50th anniversary celebration of the first lunar communion.  In the words of Sylvia Kinzler, “That was a Humdinger!”  All of the events that day (special speakers and recording at worship, lunch, historical program, members’ space memorabilia) were enthusiastically attended.  Estimated attendance of worship was 440 and lunch was 375.  When we ask “what does an invitational church look like?”  It looks like what we did that Sunday!
Pastor Keith shared that he has an interview with the Washington, D.C., Bible Museum as the beginning of a series of interactions that may include a request to display the Lunar Communion chalice at the museum.  
Kevin Snowden briefed the Session on the status of the Capital Campaign projects.  The roof on that Fellowship Hall is complete and work continues on the stucco on the tower.  Repairs to that building will consume up to $125K of the total collected in the Capital Campaign.  All of the ceiling lights in the Sanctuary have been replaced with LED technology.  Unfortunately, a more pressing financial need has arisen: due to ongoing $3000/month Freon recharging and impending complete failure, both of the two 40 ton AC units for the Sanctuary are in need of replacement.  The Finance & Stewardship Committee has formed a team to seek out ways to finance the AC replace, including grants based on energy efficiency of replacement equipment, low- to no-cost loans, and other methods.  As we enter the hottest part of the summer, we need to act fast before both of these units fail, rendering the Sanctuary unusable.  The congregation needs to be reassured that the Capital Campaign projects that were planned prior to the need for AC replacement will resume after this critical problem is resolved.
After attending the July 20th Meeting of Presbytery at Hempstead Presbyterian Church, Elders Bill Dixon, Pat Koester, Kevin Snowden, and Ed Tobia provided the Session brief summaries of the sessions that they attended.  Kevin attended an informative session on divestiture from fossil fuels.  Bill attended a session on community gardens as a means to pull in volunteers.  Ed’s session was on Matthew 25 and the seven marks of vital congregations.  Pat attended a session on addressing mental health issues.  Pastor Helen mentioned that the sales of the Presbytery building would close on July 29, after which they will move to the St. Phillip Presbyterian Church’s property.

The Session approved a motion from the Finance & Stewardship Committee to designate Jimmy Spivey, Anne Weber Waehner, and Mary Coco Motley as signers for the Treasury Management forms at our bank.

The Session approved a motion from the Finance & Stewardship Committee to allow Jimmy Spivey, Anne Weber Waehner, Mary Coco Motley, and Christopher M. Ramsay access to the safety deposit box at our bank.

The Session approved a motion suggested by the Clerk to Session to remove members Ed and Judy Williams from active membership, per their request via their Deacon, Jamie Martinez.

The Session approved a motion suggested by the Clerk to Session to reactivate the membership of deactivated members Katherine (Katie) Boehm, Amy Bolon, Doug Little, and Sara Little.

The Session approved a motion suggested by the Clerk to Session to transfer (1) Amy Bolon to Clear Lake Presbyterian Church, Houston; (2) Patricia (Patty) Kloves and Barbara (Carole) Kloves to St. Andrew United Methodist Church, Highlands Ranch, CO; and (3) Doug Little and Sara Little to St. Luke’s Methodist Church, Houston.

Pastor Keith led the Session in a Servant Leadership Training activity entitled “The End of White Christian America.”  Much to the surprise of many, the fastest growing denomination in the United States is the Russian Orthodox Church.  Why are traditional churches dwindling?  Young people are leaving traditional churches and joining “evangelical” non-traditional churches.  With the foundation of the U.S., churches were the tallest buildings in towns and cities.  Even in Washington, D.C., the imposing United Methodist building across the street from the U.S. Capital certainly represented the hope that Protestant values would meld with U.S. policies and politics.  With the rise of commerce, commercial buildings began to overshadow churches.  But just how big should a church be?  Congregations of 400 – 600 members are a good size.  Any smaller and one or two families “run” the church; any larger and it’s not possible for the clergy to have a relationship with everyone in the church.  
The purpose of the meeting having been accomplished, a closing prayer was offered by Elder Bill Dixon and the Session voted to adjourn at 9:55 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Melisa Ferguson

Clerk to Session
3

