EarthCare Team Meeting Minutes, August 18th, 2016

The team met at Anya’s home and spent two hours in good fellowship, discussion, and eating of sweets with tea. Those present included: Debbie Masden, Kim Kinzler, Jean Zophy, Phyllis Koenig, Vicki Schnell, and Anya Ezhevskaya.
1. Nature outing at Countryside Park: Date set at October 29th, 9-10am. Announcement placed in the October newsletter, Minute for Ministry is scheduled for October 9th.
2. Waste management recycling tour: scheduled for August 27th, went well.
3. Update on EarthCare Congregation application: proposal to take the application to Session in October. Those who are in charge of the four areas should bring their notes to the September meeting to give to Anya, so she can take everything together to Session.
4. Community garden ideas: the team discussed more garden ideas, including the Urband Harvest project in Challenger park, collaborating with McWhirter on a garden, or just supporting the gardening work already happening at WPC though the Garden Keepers – a team of dedicated gardeners maintaing the grounds around WPC. This happens the 1st Saturday of each month, and the team discussed ways we could promote it to get that group more participants. 
5. Paper recycling at WPC: the team exchanged notes on how the paper recycling is going. Since we have a new janitorial service now, we might have more walking around to do, until we are able to tell them about the recycling. 
Anya is scheduled to do WPC recycling in September
Joe and Jeanette are set for October
Karen Rix is set for November
6. Plastics recycling at WPC: the folks who primarily work in the kitchen are pleased with how the plastics recycling is going, and Melisa is still good with emptying those bins at home.
7. [bookmark: _GoBack]EarthCare Bulletin board: Phyllis agreed to take the lead on managing and arranging it if we provide her with things to put up there. Please, everyone, send or give her pertinent things to put up.
8. Environmental Issues series at WPC: Adult Ed has organized an environmental series of lectures for the Sunday school hour in October and November. More information forthcoming.
9. Chuch-wide focus on Genesis and the youth programs focusing on animals will work well for the EarthCare certification, and are great for raising awareness about humane treatment of animals and better stewardship of the world we live in.

Next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, September 29th, at 7pm at Joe and Jeanette’s house.

