June 25, 2013

Meeting Room
The Webster Presbyterian Church (WPC) Session convened a Stated Meeting Tuesday, June 25, 2013, in the Fellowship Hall. The meeting was opened with prayer by the Moderator, Reverend Helen Rose Moore, at 7:00 p.m. 

A quorum was declared present consisting of the following:

· Moderator Reverend Helen Rose Moore and Associate Pastor Helen P. DeLeon; and

· Elders Carl Allen, Arland Actkinson, Jennifer Carr, Jimm Cooper, Courtenay Clifford, Janis Edwards, Melisa Ferguson, George James, Tom Kloves, Tim Murray, Katy Rendon, Ann Taylor, Ed Tobia, Kevin Wooten and Carla Yager.
· Elders Kimberly Glaus Läte, Catherine Spivey, and Ken Thompson were excused.
· Clerk Gene Fisseler was also present.
The Session was informed and updated on the condition of elder Ken Thompson who suffered a stroke during the past week.  He is up and around and recovering well.  He was included in the prayers of the meeting.

The Session approved the meeting agenda, as amended to move the Session Retreat follow-up discussion to the top of the order.

WPC Vision Statement – Elder Kevin Wooten led the members of Session through an exercise to explore, review and adopt a vision statement previously crafted from the shared discussion that took place at the Session Retreat.  After considerable discussion, with input from every elder in attendance, and several adjustments in the specific wording and phrasing, the Session voted to adopt the following statement to serve the WPC vision statement.
What We Aspire to Become

“To be a place of worship in the Greater Bay Area that welcomes all God’s children and serves Christ as active disciples to create a more loving, affirming, and just world through openness to spiritual inquiry, civility of discourse, scientific ideas, and artistic expression”
Transition Task Force – Immediately following the adoption of the vision statement, the Session considered how WPC could address several follow-on issues regarding how WPC achieves this vision through its programming, staff configuration, physical plant, and stewardship of its financial gifts.  Building on the questions raised by Pastor Helen Rose Moore at the session retreat, the Task Force was charged with developing a report to session members for their consideration.  These questions are:  (1) what mission is God calling WPC; (2) what in the current life of the church needs to “die” in order to facilitate that mission; (3) what staffing configuration will best serve vision/mission of the church; (4) what needs to happen to the physical campus to achieve the vision/mission of the church; and, (5) what needs to happen with stewardship and finance to serve the vision/mission of the church.  The Session considered several models – Session as a whole managing the effort, Session appointing a task force to manage it, Session directing the Nominating Committee to get a PNC elected and charging that body to address the issues, among other models.  

The Session voted to form a task force with its members being the ruling elders in the Class of ’13 along with elder Kevin Wooten and Pastor Helen Rose Moore as ex officio members, charging the task force to address the issues described above and directing it to recommend to Session:  how it will structure itself; what additional resources it may need to draw upon; how the members’ current Session assignments should be managed; and, a proposed project timeline.  The Task Force was charged with the responsibility to report to the Session specific recommendations (and potential resource considerations and timeline) for each of the above mentioned strategic questions.
Approval of Minutes – The Session approved, as amended, the minutes of its May 28, 2013, Stated Meeting.

Treasurer’s Report – The Session received a report on the state of the finances from Tom Kloves.  
Clerk’s Report

	Statistical Report  
	 

	 
	Individuals
	Families
	Comments

	Membership as of May 28, 2013
	559
	326
	 

	  Gains
	 
	 
	 

	     Transfer of Letter                          
	+ 0
	+ 0
	

	     Reaffirmation of Faith
	+ 0
	+ 0 
	

	     Profession of Faith & Baptism
	+ 0
	+ 1   
	Hicks family

	  Losses
	 
	 
	 

	     Transfer of Letter
	- 0
	- 0
	

	     Removal from Roll
	- 0
	- 0
	

	     Death                                          
	- 0
	  - 0   
	

	Membership as of June 25, 2013
	559
	327
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	Baptized persons who’ve not made Professions of Faith

	86
	 
	(+3) Hicks children

	Total children, youth and adults
	645
	
	


Births
· Wesley David Jordan, son of Melanie & David Jordan and grandson of Fey & John Jordan, was born on June 12, 2013 (Wesley’s aunt, uncle & cousins are Sarah, Jace, Aaron, Jack & Hagen Frey, respectively).
· Emily Claire Schwarzlose, daughter of Diana & John Schwarzlose, great granddaughter of Florence Sell, was born June 9, 2013.
Baptisms      
· Brendan Hicks, born March 28, 1997, son of Jane Hicks, was baptized June 2, 2013, with Revs. Helen Rose Moore and Helen P. DeLeon officiating
· Ashlyn Hicks, born May 25, 2000, daughter of Jane Hicks, was baptized June 2, 2013, with Revs. Helen Rose Moore and Helen P. DeLeon officiating
· Megan Hicks, born June 6, 2003, daughter of Jane Hicks, was baptized June 2, 2013, with Revs. Helen Rose Moore and Helen P. DeLeon officiating.
· Jacob Aiden Forde, born March 1, 2012 son of Lara Forde, was baptized June 2, 2013, with Revs. Helen Rose Moore and Helen P. DeLeon officiating.
Wedding – Libbie Guina (NM) and Erik Kinzler (M), were married at WPC on June 15, 2013, with Rev. Helen P. DeLeon, officiating.
  

Death – Former long-time member and elder Harry Weisner passed away June 4, 2013, in central Texas.

New Business – The Session voted to ratify its earlier electronic vote to elect Melisa Ferguson to serve as commissioner on behalf of WPC at the June 8 Stated Presbytery meeting.  

Committee Motions
· The Session voted to approve the motion from the Mission Committee to authorize a school supplies drive and an appeal to the Congregation to donate school supplies and backpacks for McWhirter School children in need for school year beginning fall 2013.
· The Session voted to approve the motion from the Mission Committee to continue WPC enrollment in the Kroger Neighbor to Neighbor Program, which will result in Kroger donation to WPC based on qualified purchases, with all proceeds devoted to WPC Mission Trips.

· The Session voted to approve the motion from the Stewardship & Finance Committee to host the Annual Stewardship Luncheon on October 27 following a single worship service that day (10 am) in conjunction with a “country fair” highlighting WPC committee and mission work.
· The Session voted to approve the motion from the Stewardship & Finance Committee to authorize replacement of the church computer server, expending up to $6,000 from the associated designated fund for this purpose and from the 2013 operating budget.
· The Session voted to approve the motion from the Outreach Committee to authorize sales of WPC volunteer t-shirts at a price covering their cost ($5 apiece).
Committee Reports

· Adult Ministries – Al Manson has assembled a new covenant group of a dozen members in Pearland.  A New Testament study is underway in Kimberly Glaus Late’s covenant group.  A new group in the home of Courtenay Clifford is welcoming members.
· Children’s Ministries – VBS attendance ranged as high as 123 participants with almost a third being visitors to WPC.  As a result of VBS: ICM Food Pantry received 150 pounds of bean and 300 pounds of rice; 240 bags of school supplies were delivered to McWhirter Elementary School; and the League City animal shelter was the beneficiary of more than 60 cat toys and 250 dog biscuits.
· Communications – The Committee is investigating the wireless alternatives for the electronic sign on NASA Parkway and working on the procedures addressing sign software access and content.
· Worship & Music – The July 14 Worship In The Park event will begin at 10:30 a.m. and will offer contemporary music and a streamlined order of worship.  The inclement weather back-up plan is to move the service to the Fellowship Hall.
Old Business

· Carla Yager, WPC Commissioner to the June 8 Presbytery meeting, directed her fellow ruling elders to the Session page on the WPC website for a summary of the proceedings of the meeting (the Postlude).
· The team tasked with reviewing and proposing revisions to the WPC Bylaws to conform with the new Book of Order New Form of Government advised the Elders that they will receive electronic copies of the initial draft by email following the July 2 Called Meeting.
Upcoming Meetings
· Called Meeting of Session on Tuesday, July 2, 2013, 6:30 p.m. 
· Stated Meeting of Session on Tuesday, July 23, 2013, 7:00 p.m.  
The business of this Stated Meeting being completed, the Session voted to adjourn.  The meeting was closed with prayer at 9:30 p.m. 


Gene Fisseler









Clerk of Session
