August 24, 2010

Meeting Room

The Webster Presbyterian Church (WPC) Session convened a Stated Meeting on Tuesday, August 24, 2010, in the Meeting Room.  The meeting was opened with prayer and a devotional led by the Moderator, Reverend Mark Cooper, at 7:00 p.m.

The following members of Session were present:

· Moderator, Reverend Mark Cooper;

· Active Elders Shallon Barboza, Kathy Braeuer, Jeanette Chase, Michelle Dupont, John Grady, Dan Hunter, John Jordan, James Kinzler, Jim Magnant, Joan McMillan, Randy Moore, Andy Pozluszny, Frank Rix, Kevin Snowden, and Jimmy Spivey.
Associate Pastors Caressa Murray and Helen DeLeon along with Active Elders Lonnie Fogle, Chris Kidwell, Mary Lawrence, and Nina Moede were excused.

Treasurer Pat Koester and Chairman of the Board of Trustees Jim Ingram were also present.
A quorum was declared present by the Clerk and the Agenda for the meeting was approved.

Special Funds Committee Report – Jim Ingram delivered a semi-annual report from the WPC Special Funds Committee as specified by the Congregational Resolution establishing the Committee.  The Endowment Fund balance as of June 30, 2010, was $43,077.82.  The Special Gift Fund, which includes memorial gifts and gifts for designated purposes, is reflected in the Temporary Restricted Funds portion of the monthly Summary of Restricted Accounts maintained by the Treasurer.  The Special Funds Committee is working with the Chair of the Stewardship & Finance Committee on a proposed amendment to the Congregational Resolution for consideration later in 2010.  The purpose of the amendment is to streamline administration of the Special Gifts Fund and to transfer responsibility for its administration to the Stewardship & Finance Committee.  The Special Funds Committee would retain an oversight role for the Special Gifts Fund and there would be no change regarding the Endowment Fund.

Spiritual Development – Rev. Cooper led a discussion regarding the facilitation of genuine worship.

The Session voted to approve the minutes of the July 27, 2010, Stated Meeting of Session.
	 

The Session received the Treasurer’s report.

Statistical Report
	 

	 
	Individuals
	Families
	Comments

	Membership as of July 27, 2010 
	677
	374
	 

	  Gains
	 
	 
	 

	     Transfer of Letter                          
	+ 0
	+ 0
	

	     Reaffirmation of Faith
	+ 0
	+ 0 
	

	     Profession of Faith & Baptism
	+ 0
	+ 0 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	  Losses
	 
	 
	 

	     Transfer of Letter
	- 0
	- 0
	 

	     Removal from Roll
	- 0
	- 0
	 

	     Death                                          
	- 1
	- 0
	David Cade

	Membership as of August 24, 2010
	676
	373
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	Baptized persons who’ve not made Professions of Faith
	104
	 
	

	 
	 
	 
	 

	Total children, youth and adults
	779
	 
	 


 
Death: David Cade passed away on July 28, 2010.
Memorial services:  
· A memorial service was held for David Cade on August 2, 2010, co-officiated by Revs. Mark Cooper and Helen DeLeon.

· A memorial service was held for Virginia Hurgeton on August 7, 2010, officiated by Rev. Helen DeLeon.

Transfers:  The Session voted to ratify its previous electronic vote to approve the transfer of long-time member Ed Czerwinski to Truckee Lutheran Presbyterian Church in Truckee, California.
New Business – The Session elected Elders Joan McMillan and Pete Koester to serve as Commissioners to the September 9, 2010 budget meeting of the Presbytery of New Covenant.
Team/Committee Reports & Motions

· Buildings & Grounds – The Session was advised that significant and expensive HVAC upgrades are in the works for the Fellowship Hall.
· Care of Members – The Committee will make arrangements for creating a reserved van accessible parking slot in the lot nearest the Sanctuary.
· Christian Nurture - Rally Day is set for Sunday September 12.
· Adult Ministries – Rev. Steve Spidell will present a four week study on “Ecological Theology” beginning in October.

· Communication/Outreach – The Session voted to approve the Committee’s proposal to engage J. Pamela Photography for a new member picture directory, on-line and hardcopy, at no charge to WPC.
· Fellowship – More than 400 recipes have been received for the fundraiser cookbook.  The proceeds from the $20 cookbook (expected cost is $6) will go toward the project to improve the acoustics in the Fellowship Hall. 
· Mission – The Committee reported that Houston Interfaith Worker Justice, an organization for which Rev. DeLeon serves as Steering Committee President, has received a grant and held its first Gala Fundraiser on August 19.
· Personnel – The Session voted to approve the maternity leave package for Rev. Caressa Murray: six (6) weeks (additional) medical leave with no change in compensation as specified in her Terms of Call.
· Stewardship & Finance – Planning is underway for the stewardship campaign; there will be no luncheon this year.
· Welcoming – An Open Door class was held on August 22 with four prospective new members attending.

· Worship – The Committee will be soliciting feedback regarding our single worship service offering during the summer.
Old Business 

· There was none.
Next Meeting
· The next Stated Meeting of Session is slated for September 28, 2010, at 7:00 p.m.

The business of this Stated Meeting being completed, the Session voted to adjourn.  The meeting was closed with prayer at 9:15 p.m.

 Clerk of Session
Gene Fisseler
